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G
erald F

ord: 'A
n O

rdinary P
ol'... 

P
resid

en
t F

o
rd

 w
o
u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 

have been obliged to pardon R
ich-

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 so

o
n
er o

r later. B
u
t b

y
 

actin
g
 h

astily
, th

e P
resid

en
t h

as 
sh

o
ck

ed
 p

u
b
lic o

p
in

io
n
 in

 a w
ay

 
b
o
u
n
d
 to

 rev
iv

e th
e w

o
rst W

ater-
g
ate d

iv
isio

n
s. T

h
e m

o
re so

 as th
e 

term
s of the pardon w

ere arranged 
b
y
 a sm

all-tim
e law

y
er in

 an
 am

a-
teurish fashion w

holly at odds w
ith 

th
e larg

e issu
es o

f p
u
b
lic p

o
licy

 
at stake. 

T
h
e, m

o
st casu

al acq
u
ain

tan
ce 

w
ith

 th
e W

aterg
ite co

v
er-u

p
 case 

show
s w

hy som
e kind of presiden-

tial- in
terv

en
tio

n
 o

n
 b

eh
alf o

f M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 w

as in
ev

itab
le. T

h
e g

ran
d
 

jury originally w
anted to indict M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 fo

r h
is p

art in
 b

rib
in

g
 w

it-
nessei, suborning perjury and other-
w

ise o
b
stru

ctin
g
 ju

stice. It riem
ed

 
him

 as an unindicted co-conspirator 
only on being advised that a sitting 
P

resident could not be indicted. 
R

esignation cost M
r. N

ixon- that 
protection. T

he • W
atergate S

pecial 
P

rosecutor, L
eon Jaw

orski, has re-
peatedly-  indicated that duty m

ight 
o
b
lig

e h
im

 to
 in

d
ict an

d
 try

 th
e 

form
er P

resident. 
T

he -trig of M
r. N

ixon w
ould have 

been a devastating experience. M
r. 

F
ord felt—

rightly, I believe—
that it 

w
O

uld not serve the national inter-. 
est. S

o he determ
ined to intervene  

e
v
e
n
 b

e
fo

re
 a

n
 in

d
ic

tm
e
n
t w

a
s 

handed dow
n. G

iven that determ
ine-

U
m

, M
r. F

o
rd

 h
ad

 reaso
n
 to

 m
o
v
e 

w
ith som

e dispatch. 
M

r. Jaw
orski w

as heading tow
ard 

a
 tria

l o
f th

e
 fo

rm
e
r P

re
sid

e
n
t 

an
d
 a larg

e seg
m

en
t o

f p
u
b
lic o

p
-

in
io

n
 w

as lin
in

g
 u

p
 b

eh
in

d
 th

at 
id

ea. T
h
e six

 p
erso

n
s alread

y
 in

-
dicted in the W

atergate cover-up—
in

clu
d
in

g
 fo

rm
er A

tty
. G

en
. Jo

h
n
 

M
itch

ell an
d
 fo

rm
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

aid
es Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 H

. IL
 

H
aldem

an —
 w

ere due to com
e to 

trial o
n
 S

ep
t. 3

0
. 

N
o
w

 th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

as b
een

 
pardoned, they can argue that they 
top should get off scot free. I don't 
think that argum

ent is going to hold 
w

ater. I th
in

k
 all six

 w
ill b

e tried
 

an
d
 co

n
v
icted

. B
u
t it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
een

 tru
ly

 u
n
fair to

 b
rin

g
 th

em
 to

 
trial w

ith
o
u
t lettin

g
 it b

e k
n
o
w

n
 

th
at th

e P
resid

en
t in

ten
d
ed

 to
 p

ar-
d
o
n
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 fo

r h
is ro

le in
 th

e 
co

v
er-u

p
. S

o
, fairn

ess, in
 effect, 

d
ictated

 a S
ep

tem
b
er 3

0
 d

ead
lin

e 
for the presidential action. 

B
u
t M

r. F
o
rd

 w
as late in

 seein
g
 

the need to m
ove w

ith dispatch. H
e 

allo
w

ed
 h

im
self, b

efo
re h

e h
ad

 
th

o
u
g
h
t th

e m
atter th

ro
u
g
h
, to

 tell 
his press conference of A

ugust 28, 
"I th

in
k
 it is u

n
w

ise an
d
 u

n
tim

ely
 

fo
r m

e to
 m

ak
e an

y
 co

m
m

itm
en

t"  

until "legal process has been under-
taken" against M

r. N
ixon. 

W
h
en

 h
e d

id
 see th

e n
eed

 to
 d

e-
cide quickly, the P

resident acted in 
a hugger-m

ugger, hole-in-the-corner 
fash

io
n
. In

stead
 o

f p
rep

arin
g
 th

e 
c
o
u
n
try

 fo
r -th

e
 tu

rn
-a

b
o
u
t, h

e
 

(sp
ru

n
g
 th

e n
ew

s su
d
d
en

ly
 o

n
 a 

sleep
y
 S

u
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
. It lo

o
k
ed

 
alm

ost like a replay of M
r. N

ixon's 
fav

o
rite tactic o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
y
 

bom
bshell, and nothing could have 

b
een

 b
etter calcu

lated
 to

 p
ro

d
u
ce 

the enorm
ous outpouring of indig-

n
atio

n
 w

h
ich

 n
o
w

 d
o
m

in
ates th

e 
organs of public opinion. 

M
oreover, M

r. F
ord entrusted the 

negotiations for the pardon to P
hilip 

B
u
ch

en
, th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
n
sel 

and an 'old friend, w
ho is obviously 

w
a
y
 o

v
e
r h

is h
e
a
d
 in

 h
a
n
d
lin

g
 

p
resid

en
tial b

u
sin

ess. M
r. B

u
ch

en
 

concluded the arrangem
ent for the 

P
re

sid
e
n
t w

ith
o
u
t b

o
th

e
rin

g
 to

 
learn

 th
e statu

s o
f th

e v
ario

u
s in

-
v
estig

atio
n
s b

ein
g
 co

n
d
u
cted

 b
y
 

M
r. Jaw

orski into the doings of the 
P

resident and his friends. T
hus M

r. 
F

o
rd

 h
as g

iv
en

 a b
lin

d
, b

lan
k
et 

pardon- w
tihout even know

ing w
hat 

horrors m
ight have been com

m
itted 

for M
r. N

ixon by his pal B
ebe R

e-
bozo. 

F
urtherm

ore, M
r. B

uchen did not 
ex

tract fro
m

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 as term

s  

of the pardon any serious acknow
-

led
g
em

en
t o

f w
ro

n
g
o
in

g
. O

n
 th

e 
co

n
trary

, th
e statem

en
t issu

ed
 b

y
 

M
r. N

ixon in S
an C

lem
ente m

erely 
g
iv

es th
e im

p
ressio

n
 th

at h
e m

ay
 

have been a shade underzealous in 
ru

n
n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e W
aterg

ate b
u
r-

g
lary

 —
 n

o
t th

at h
e w

as p
art an

d
 

p
arcel o

f th
e co

n
sp

iracy
. 

F
in

ally
, th

e arran
g
em

en
t n

eg
o
ti-

ated
 fo

r th
e h

an
d
lin

g
 o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
 

tap
es an

d
 p

ap
ers is v

irtu
ally

 u
se-

less. W
h
ile M

r. N
ix

o
n
 d

o
esn

't g
et 

fu
ll p

o
ssessio

n
 im

m
ed

iately
, th

e 
W

atergate, prosecutor w
ill have to 

go into the courts to use the m
ater-

ial, m
aterial w

h
ich

 b
elo

n
g
s to

 th
e 

people of this country. 
T

h
e u

p
sh

o
t is a fu

elin
g
 o

f th
e 

w
o
rst su

sp
icio

n
s. In

d
eed

, th
e sim

-
plest explanation of w

hat happened 
is th

at th
ere w

as so
m

e so
rt o

f p
re-

estab
lish

ed
 fix

 all alo
n
g
—

an
 ar-

rangem
ent w

hereby F
ord, in effect, 

prom
ised a pardon in return for the 

N
ix

o
n
 resig

n
atio

n
. E

v
en

 th
o
se n

o
t 

disposed to such ugly interpretations 
now

 w
onder w

hat the w
ord of M

r. 
F

ord really m
eans. It is perhaps one 

o
f th

e co
n
so

latio
n
s o

f th
is w

h
o
le 

affair that the P
resident is now

 seen 
fo

r w
h
at h

e is—
an

 o
rd

in
ary

 p
o
l 

w
ho cannot be deeply trusted, even 

if he does m
ake his ow

n breakfast. 
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