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Congressional Democrats
sharply criticized President
Ford yesterday for granting a

pardon’' .to former President |

Nixon, charging it creates .a
double‘standard of justice and
may make it impossible ever
to get.the full story of the
Watergate affair.

But they conceded that Mr,
Ford has power under the
Constitution to grant the par-
.don and that there isn’t any-
thing Congress can do to re-
'verse it. g
 Moreover, there appears lit-
tle immediate likelihood that
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee will reopen its impeach-
ment proceedings and call Mr.
Nixon as a witness, despite the
demands of Reps. Bella S.

Abzug (D-N.Y.), Jerome Ry

Waldie (D-Calif.) and others.

Although critical of the par-

don, House Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Peter W. Rodino
Jr. (D-N.J) was quoted by
aides yesterday as strongly op-
posed to reviving the impeach-
ment proceedings. Rodino has
said the principal purpose of
impeachment is removal from
office, and Mr.. Nixon is no
longer in office. Aides said Ro-
dino feels impeachment proce-
dures shouldn’t be used as a
means. to accomplish any
other ends.
. House Speaker Carl Albert
(D-Okla.), who followed Rodi-
no’s recommendation when
the same issue was raised af-
ter Mr. Nixon’s Aug. 9 resigna-
tion, said yesterday ~when
asked about further impeach-
ment proceedings, “I’m not go-
ing to do anything about it
right now.”

House Minority
John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) pre-
dicted flatly there won't be
rany attempts to resume the

;impeachment.
In the Senate, Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield (D-

Mont.), while appearing un-
happy . about the pardon, de-
clined to criticize .the Presi-
dent directly. Mansfield said
he hoped the special prosecu-
tor’s dffice would move ahead
with fact-gathering and ' op-
:posed the idea of reviving the
|Senate special Watergate come
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mittee to.examine Mr. Nixon’s
rrole in the “Watergate scan-
dals. Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-
N.C.); who headed the Water-
gate committee, also said he
didn’t foresee reestablishment
,of the committee, but strongly
criticized Mr. Ford for issuing
ithe pardon. . |

Seny Walter F. Mondale (D-
.Minn.) urged the Senate Gov-
ernment Operations Commit-
itee to subpoenaiall of Mr. Nix-
on’s documents and records
1that are relevant to the Water-
'gate affair. |
While Democnats generally
were critical of, the pardon,
Republicans generally praised
the act as compassionate and
courageous. '

Senate Minority Leader.
Hugh Scott (R-Pa.), Whip Rob-
ert P. Griffin (R-Mich.), Sen.
Carl T. Curtis (R-Neb.) and
Rhodés all supported Mr.
Ford. Scott said, however, that
all dog:uments, tapes, grand
jurytranscripts and letters and
other materials bearing on Mr,
Nixon’s case should be made
public.

Although Congress may be
handeuffed about = reversing
the pardon, there wer
spread predictions it re-,
vive the Watergate scandal as
an issue, at least for a time, to

the detriment of Mr. Ford;|
and will cool the honeymoon|
Ford and Con:
Y & i

between Mr,
gress. -

“Honeymoons .do have to|

end,” said Sen. ;,Warren G.

. Magnuson (D-Wash.), who op-

posed the pardon. -
Mansfield and}Rhodes; ap-

peared to think the damage to
Mr. For if might not be so
.great. “If’ may cause a little’
strain, byt I don’t think it will

affect hi§ relations with Con-

gress,” said the' Senate Demo- |
“crati ill- it knock
oon? Not nec-

i

«omryessarily,”. said Rhodes. “His

store of  goodwill is
than that.”

One immediate consequence
of the pardon will be an' espe-
cially careful examination by
Congress of President Ford’s
request for $850,000 in fiscal
1975 for payments to former
President Nixon for the costs
of ‘“transition,” pension and
staff entitlements. A Senate
Appropriations subcommittee
headed by Sen. Joseph M.
Montoya (D-N.M.), who was
also a ‘member of the Water-
gate committee, opens hear-
ings Wednesday E)n the re-

greater

quest and Montoya has prom-
ised to make the General
Services Administration jus-
tify every penny/;; £ EP

The request is being made
under several laws providing
for special payments to for-
mer presidents. Of the total
$450,000 is for expenses con-
nected with leaving office—
largely for the costs of moving
Mr. Nixon’s files and asnwer-
ing letters still left over from
his tenure of office. Another
$55,000 is for a mandatory
presidential pension, prorated
to 11 months from the statu-
tory figure of $60,000 a year.
Another $96,000 is for Nixon
staff, ‘$40,00 for travel, $8,000

for staff retirement benefits

[for Nixon empioye’s, $5,000 for
office supplies.

The remainder consists of
$65,000 for office supplies and
furnishings for an office for
the former President, $21,000
for the phones and other com-
munications, $10,000 for print-
ing, and  $100,000  for
“contingencies,” a category
that Montoya expects to exam-
ine with special attention.

Montoya has indicated that
of the $850,000 request, he be-
lieves only the $55,000 pension
|is an automatic payment that
must be funded, and that most
|of the added sums in the re-
'quest must be justified on the
basis of actual costs. The $450,-
000 for moving files, answer-
ing letters and so forth 'is a°
_one-time payment connected
'with moving out of the White
| House and won't be payable in
later years. The added costs—
for office space and equip-
ment, staff, travel—constitute
permanent benefits to former
presidents but not necessarily
at the levels being sought this
year. What is «involved in the
$100,000 being sought by the
GSA for “contingencies” isn’t
clear --and Montoya wants to
know the'details. ‘

Another consequence of the
pardon could be some efiprt

'to reverse the decision. of

President” Ford to let Mr.
Nixon take from the White
House eventually, as his own
property, the papers, records
tapes of his tenure as
President.

Mansfield said yesterday,
“Those +tapes should be"re-
tained in the control of the
federal government and I
would suggest; that except for
those portions of the tapes
dealing with national security,
that they all be published.” |

Mansfield added, however,
that he believed WMr. Ford
“acted in good faith and did
what he thought was best. I
would not, will not and do not
intend to criticize Mr. Ford
ipersonally for what he’s
done.” :

Ervin said, “When a public
officer while drawing publie
salary makes official records!|
paid for by the taxpayers on
paper paid for by the taxpay- |
'ers, those records in good econ-:
science belong to the govern-
ment.”

Discussing the pardon, Al-
bert said;’ “Does it pervert the
American system of equal jus-
tice under law? Should the ac-
tion have been taken before
all the facts were out, if taken
at all?”?. 3 - '
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