
b e provided with office 
space and staff assistance 
for working on the material. 

With respect to the tapes, 
the agreement provides: 
• They will remaino n de-

posit until Sept. 1, 1979, at 
which time they become a 
gift to the government by 
the former President. 

• 'After Sept. 1, 1979, the 
government will destroy any 
tapes singled out for de-
struction by Mr. Nixon and 
all tapes will be destroyed at 
his death or on Sept. 1, 1984, 
NokiChever comes first. 

• Mr. Nixon will not re-
move originals of any tapes, 
except as a result of court 
orders, and no tapes may be 
copied unless the former 
President and the govern-
ment agree. 

With respect to his White 
House documents, Mr. Nix-
on said in the letter that he 
intends eventually to donate 
"a susbstantial portion" to 
the government for release 
"with appropriate restric-
tions, for research and stu-
dy." 

Los Angeles Times 
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Eventually, They'll Be Destroyed 

Agreement on Nixon 
Washington 

Former President Richard 
M. Nixon and the Ford ad-
ministration have agreed 
that M r. Nixon's White 
House tapes will be pre-
served temporarily under an 
elaborate double lock and 
key system for possible use 
in court, it was announced 
yesterday. 
Under t h e agreement, 

however, Mr. Nixon may or-
der destruction of any of the 
tapes after five years and 
all of the tapes will be de-
stroyed automatically in ten 
years or upon the former 
President's death, whichev-
er comes first. 

The agreement, negotiated 
at President Ford's request 
and announced along with 
Mr. Nixon's pardon, gives 
t h e government physical 
possession of the tapes and 
Mr. Nixon's White House pa-
pers, but the former Presi-
dent retains almost com-
plete control over access to 
the material. 

The provision for destruc-
tion o f the controversial 
tapes was made "to guard 
against the possibility of the 

(
mbarrass or harass any 

tapes being used to injure, 
person and properly to safe-
guard the interests of the 
United States," Mr. Nixon 
said in a letter spelling out 
details o f the complex 
agreement. 

Mr. Nixon has said that 
recording equipment w a s 
originally installed in his 
White House offices for his-
torical purposes, but the 
agreement apparently fore-
closes such use of the tapes, 
except by Mr. Nixon or, in-
directly, by others as a re-
sult of court proceedings. 

"This is his desire. con-
sistent with the fact that the 
conversations involve people 
who had no idea they were 
being recorded," White 
House Counsel Philip W. 
Buchen said yesterday. 

"I'm sure historians will 
complain; but they (the con-
versations) should not have 
been recorded in the first 
place." 

Buchen said the adminis-
tration h a d sought the  

agreement as a way of es-
caping involvement in pro-
tracted legal disputes over 
the material, some of which 
already is being sought by 
various Watergate defend-
ants. 

The agreement provides 
that if the government is 
served with subpoenas, Mr. 
Nixon will be notified imme-
to oppose release of the sub-
poenaed material. Failure to 
abide by a court decision 
would subject Mr. Nixon to 
contempt penalties, Buchen 
said. 

Mr. Ford's chief legal ad-
viser said he began negotia-
tions with the former Presi-
dent's lawyer and others aft-
er receiving an opinion from 
Attorney General William B. 
Saxbe that the White House 
material is Mr. Nixon's per-
sonal property but that the 
governmen would be sub-
ject to subpoenas so long as 
the material was in its cus-
tody. 

Buchen said the discus-
sions for handling Mr. Nix-
on's material, much o f 
which was left behind in 
Washington when h e re-
signed, "Started indepem-
dently" of the pardon ques-
tion, and was not a pr - 
conitiodia, but there were i 

dications the agreement on 
tapes and documents was 
part of a package. 

Significant distinctions are 
made between the tapes and 
the letters, Memoranda and 
other documents classified 

as Presidential Papers, but stored by the government the agreement provides that near Mr. Nixon's San Clem-all the material shall be ente estate and that he shall 


