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jaw
orski 'claim

s option
 in

 N
ixon

 case 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 L
eo n 

Jaw
orski believes he is not 

bound to seek an indictm
ent 

ofi R
ichard N

ixon and re-
thins the option to drop fur-
ther prosecution, according 
to sources close to the spe-

cial prosecutor. 

T
hey say Jaw

orski could 
deeide either w

ay on the fu-
ture prosecution of the for- 

m
er president. "It's a 50-50 

situation as far as he is con-
cerned," one source said. 

T
he Jaw

orski view
 is at 

odds w
ith the conventional 

w
isdom

 in both the W
hite 

H
ouse and C

ongress. L
ead-

ers o
f b

o
th

 p
arties in

 th
e 

H
ouse and S

enate and F
ord 

aides say Jaw
orski's charter 

requires him
 to act on evi- 

dence acquired during the 
W

atergate investigation. 

B
ut Jaw

orski w
as report-

ed unconcerned w
ith conven-

tional w
isdom

. "H
e'll m

ake 
his 

ow
n decision and he 

doesn't care w
hat this tow

n 
thinks," asourcesaid. 

T
he only thing for sure is 

that the special prosecutor 
has m

ade no decision about 
N

ixon. 

C
ertainly, everyone from

 
P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 t o
 m

o
st 

m
em

bers of C
ongress w

ould 
be delighted if Jaw

orski did 
not prosecute N

ixon. H
e re-

signed A
ug. 8 after being 

threatened w
ith im

peach-
m

ent and conviction by C
on-

gress. 

"T
his is a no-w

in situation  

for us," one Ford aide said. 
In his only press confer-

ence so far, F
ord said he is 

retaining the option to par-
don N

ixon but w
on't act un-

til th
e m

atter reach
es h

is 
d
esk

. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, 
F

o
rd

 said
 "M

r. Jaw
o
rsk

i 
h
as an

 o
b
lig

atio
n
 to

 tak
e 

w
hatever action he sees fit 

in conform
ity w

ith his oath 
of office." 

M
any observers saw

 that 
as F

ord's endorsem
ent of 

Jaw
orski's proceeding w

ith 
the case. 

T
raditionally, prosecutors 

can decide not to seek an in-
dictm

ent w
hen they deter-

m
ine that the evidence is in-

adequate to aM
 a true bill 

from
 a grand jury, or, the 

grand jury can rebuff a ro-
secutor's request for an in- 

dictm
ent. 

H
ow

ever, the federal W
at-

erg
ate G

ran
d

 Ju
ry

 im
p

a-
neled In 1972 nam

ed N
ixon 

a
 s a

n
 u

n
in

d
ic

te
d
 c

o
-

co
n

sp
irato

r i n
 retu

rn
in

g
 

charges against top N
ixon 

aides w
ho go on trial later 

th
is m

o
n

th
 in

 co
n

n
ectio

n
 

w
ith

 th
e co

v
er-u

p
 o

f th
e 

W
atergate scandal. 

T
he grand jury acted after 

Jaw
orski explained that N

ix-
on w

as president and thus 
im

m
une from

 grand jury ac-
tions. 

S
ubsequently, Jaw

orski 
obtained further evidence of 
N

ixon 's personal involve-
m

ent in obstructing the FB
I 

investigation of W
hite H

ouse 
involvem

ent in the burglary 
o f D

em
o
cratic n

atio
n
al 

headquarters. 


