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Nixon, in Seclusion, Describ

By Howard Seelye
Los Angeles Times

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif-—Richard
M. Nixon. 1n virtual seclusion since ve-
siening the presidency, is described by
fricnds who have seen him recently as
‘tired, fatalistic and preoccupied with-
his legal problems.” '

QOne long-time friend said that Mr.
Nixon is taking his fall from power
pretty hnard, but seemed to him to be
“okoay physicallv and mentally.” An-
other poitical friend and associate
who visitea Mr. Nixon here afew days
ago, discounted rumors that the for-
mer Presicdent is suffering from major
cnntional problems.

*There is nothing to the report that
hc has uecn acting in an errant or unu-
sunl way,” he said. !
. Because the embattled former Presi- %
dent has chosen to become a recluse be-
Wind his white-walled estate in San
Clemente, recurrent rumors and re-
ports have arisen in regard to his phys-
icel ana mental well-being. '

i2fforts to contact Mr. Nixon's associ-
ates have been largely unsuccessful,
and most of those who h&%e been clos-
es' to lm during his 28-year "i;i»olnj‘cal

'

has decided not t0 practice law.

Oune repcrt being circulated in Wash-
ington‘indicates that Mr. Nixon will be
engagedias a contributing editor to

euders Digest at a salary in excess of
$100,006°a vear. '+’

In aadition, it is rumored that Mr.
Nizon will sell his memoirs, collecting
a multimillion-dollar advance to help
him through his current financial diffi-
culties.

But efforts to obtain confirmation or
denial of any of these reports or to
gain contact at all with he persons still
close to the former President, have
been most.y fruitless.

‘Secretaries  answering - Ziegler's
phone report either that “this is not a
press office,” or that Ziegler is “in a
merting and wili be tied up most of
the day.”

Ziegier stayed at the Surf and Sand
Hotel in Laguana Beach when he first
retirned tc California with Mr. Nixon,
hut since then has rented a house close
to M. Nixon’ s;hqme

Aoparenﬂy Mr Nixon works daily in
an office in the house rather than
soending his time at the government
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career are reluctant to talk about the
former President. Those who do have
asked not o be identified.

Snme old friends who stood by Mr.
~Nivon during the long Watergate or-
deal have not been invited to San Cle-
mente and. in some cases, have been
unahle to talk to him on the telephone.
Herhert G. Klein, former communica-
tions director for Mr. Nixon and now
an executive with Metromedia, Inc., in
Lo¢ Angeles, says that “Everyone I've
talked to says that Mr. Nixon is on top
of things and that he is assessing his
problems rvealistically.” Others who
have taiked to former Press Secretary
Ronald L. Ziegler quote him'as saying
that Mr. Nixon “is coming along fine.”

_Untit ,;Wednesday, when he report-
edly took a brief auto ride before be-
ing ae*rved with two subpoenas to tes-
tltv in the Waterﬂate cover-up trial
and in a civil case, Mr. Nixon had ap-
parently ventured f1 om San Clemente
onlv twice ‘since returning Aug. 9—
once for a drive south and once for a

“'picnic vna beach: in Ventura. Both-

trips ~were “soon “after his departure
from tné " White House. .
_ Since that time he has'remained on

comvound on the adjacent Coast
Guard base.

Despite reports of fatigue and men-
tal exhaustion, Mr. Nixon is said by
cloce friends to maintain a schedule of
physical exercise, with daily dips in
th- ool at his home and occasional
stoolls on the beach.

But there are some wntradlcuons
concerning his condition.

One friend says it is his feeiing that
Mr. Wixon ‘knows what happened to
him, but can’t figure out why.

One explanation given for his deci-
sicn to disappear from public view is
that he hasn’t yet made up his mind
what to say about Watergate matters.
particalarty in view of legal complica-
tions facing him and that he does not
want to engage in small talk with
friends or discuss Watergate or his res-
ignation.

In some outward respects. however,
conditions at San Clemente haven’t
changed since Mr. Nixon left the White
House and returned to the place he
20w calis nome.

At the entrance to the government
'comnmmd next 'to’ M. Nixon’s home,
where.once the Heads of foreign ‘states

the estate he Dought in 1969, six
manths arter he took office as Presi-
dert.

Accompanying him  from Washing-
ton. and serving as aides, have been
7iegier. former Appointments Secre-
tary Stephen Bull: a military aide. Ma-
rine Corps Lt. Col. Jack Brennan, and
2 handiul of secretaries and other as-.
sistants. .

The Nixons® long-time personal ser-
vag*s, Marolo and Fina Sanchez, also
are on hand in San Clemente.

aceording to friends, Mr. Nixon is
spending nis time working on. two
basic problems—his personal financial
situation and the legal problems con-
fronting him.

One estimated the former President !
spends $10.000 a month for mortgage-
payments, statf salaries and legal ex-
peunses, not counting personal living
exNenses. :

“He has a lot of personal decisions .
to make-—about what real estate prop-
erties tu keep and other such matters.”
ancther friend said. .

Also, it has been reported that a
number of employment' offers have
been made to Mr. leon ‘but 1hat he

an1 kKey leaders off f:hse U.S. goverr)
ment conferred on 1mportant matters;
two goyernment guards still man the

gate. Adjacent to ‘he gate there is 3
]nv ed security guard. ‘

Hundreds of cars turn ott Avcmda
del? Presidente each day in a futile atw
tempt to see the Nixon home, which is
hidden by tences and heavy shrubbery;,

Tnside tlie exclusive residential conm

; é ]
munity, along Calle Ariana a large
flower garden bordering the six-foot:
high. Spapish-style stucco wall surk
rouniing Mr. Nixon’s house has beefl
allowed to deteriorate,causing coneé‘i‘n
among some residents. - ¢ it

Paul Presley, former San Clemey
counciimar and part-owner of the
Clemente Inn, has organized a wg

party of young mean from the area 'to
th'\T‘ out the weeds. .

Presiey emphasized, however, 'that
M:. Nixon is not aware of the - effort.
but sawd there is no ob]gctmn on iﬁe
part of Nixon staff people,

Outswie the residential' and gvo.velg—
ment area. an Associated Press photdg:
rapher carries on a lonely vigil, waif
ing for something newsworthy to re:
ord.
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