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Hints at Nixon Pardon

-~ '"He's Suffered Enough'

President's
First News

- Conference

Washington

President Ford h@ﬁ
strongly yesterday at."his
first White House new
ference that he would
sider' a pardon for forr
President Nixon if .ch
are bought against hi
the courts. ‘

The President said he’
lieves that 'the Ameri
people think, as he dges,
that Mr. Nixon has suffered
enough.

However, the Presidﬁgt
said that he will make ndg le-
cision. regarding ' g pa;’ﬁ‘gn
before any legal process
takes place.

“In this situation, I am the
final authority,” Mr. Fard
said. “There have been no
charges made, there Has
been no action by the courts,
there has been. no actionby
any jury, and until any legal
process has been - under-
taken, I think it is unwise
and untimely for me to
make any commitment.’}

In reply to the first ques- -

tion asked him at a packed
news conference in the East
Room, Mr. Ford said he
agres with the Vice Presi-
dent-designate Nelson' 4.
Rockefeller’s .comment  that
the former . President has
been “hung” and should not
in addition “pe drawn and
quartered.”

of view,” Mr. Ford said, em-
phasizing that he would re- -
serve his option. He said he
believes the American peo-
ple also agree with Rockefel-
ler’s comments.

The President made it
clear, however, that he does
not intend to interfere with
special prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski’s  course. Jaworski
“has an obligation to take
whatever action he sees fit

in conformity with-his‘ oath
of office,” Mr. Ford said.
Infgi‘méd sources in Jg-
worski’s office have said
that the prosecutor will

.make no decision regarding

action against the former
President for several weeks,
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tly to allow a ““cool-
0ff” period on the mat-

Fielding a variety of ques-

‘ tions on domestic and for-
- eign problems, Mr. Ford of-

fered no major new econom-
ic policies but called for belt
- tightening by individuals
and the federal government.

He repeated a spokes-
man’s statement that he
“‘probably’? would run for a

More Ford news
on Page 8.

full term in 1976, and he
seemed to be saying that he

- expects, the Republican con-

vention to endorse a Ford -
Rockerfeller ticket.

. When asked how he plans
to see that there are “no fur-
ther Watergates,” Mr. Ford
said he would have an open
administration and bhe as
“candid and forthright as I
possibly can.”

Declaring that he would
expect all individuals in his
administration to act the
same, . he promised {hat
there would be ‘no tightly
controlled operation of the
White House staff.”

 “I have a policy of seeking

advice from a number of top
members  of my staf: ,”> the
President saids “There will
be no one person, nor any
limited number of individu-
als, whoymake decisions. I
Will make the decisions and
take the ‘blame for them or
whatever benefit might be
the case.”

When asked if he would
have a code of ethics for ad-

_inistration officials, the

President said “the code of
ethics that will be followed

will be the example that I
set.”

"'Mr. Ford defended his
proposal for limited am-
nesty for Vietnam war de-
serters .and " draft-evaders
and his nomination of Rock-
efeller. '

The President’s comments
came when a reporter said
some of his conservative al-
lies were grumbling because
he seemed to be moving too
far left.

“I don’t think these are
views that fall in the politi-
cal spectrum right or left,”
Mr. Ford said. “I intend to
make the same kind of
judgments in other matters
because I think they are
right and I think they are
good for the country.”

As vice president, Rocke-
feller. will work on domestic
programs and help prepare
legislative proposals, Mr.
Ford said. He also can be
helpful “in the political are-
na under certain guidelines
and some restrictions,” Mr.
Ford said in an unusual
comment on limitations that
are imposed on vice presi-
dents.

When & reporter asked
how soon it would be proper
for Democrats to hold the
President accountable for
economic  problems, Mr.
Ford said he did not believe
that “making partisan poli-
tics out of a serious domes-
tic problem 'is good poli-
tics.” .

The Democrats so far
have been friendly and coop-
erative, he said. “I think it
is a fair statement that our
problems domestically, our
economic problems, are the
joint responsibility  of gov-
ernment,” the President
said. “So we are all in this
boat together, with lahor
and management and every-
body else.”
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