The Impeachment

Is Officially Over

Washington

“The House. officially ended
the second presidential im-
peachment proceeding in
history yesterday by accept-
ing the House Judiciary
Committee’s report but tak-
ing no stand on the conclu-
sion that Richard M. Nixon
should have been ousted
from office.

Chairman Peter W. Rodi-
no Jr. (Dem-N.J.) who led
his 38-member committee
and 100-member inquiry
staff through nearly ten
months of investigation, re-
search , and interrogation,
ended his panel’s work with
a_12-word announcement on
the ﬂoor

“Mr Speaker, T submlt a
privileged report pursuant
to House Resolution 803, he
said.

The=~House accepted the
‘report by a vote of 412 to 3.
Voting ‘“no” were Repre-
sentatives Early F. Land-
grebe (Rep-Ind.), G. V. (Son-
ny) Montgomery (Dem-
Miss.) and Otto E. Passman
(Dem-La.).

With ‘that bit of formality,
the lmpeachment proceed-
ing against Mr. Nixon was
ended.

The report — which ac-

cused Mr. Nixon of lying to
the American people, violat-
ing laws or causing ﬂ'rem to -
be violated, and subvertmg
the Constitution — became a
part of history and a preged-
ent for any future pr esuien
tial impeachment,

The only other one was.the
1868 impeachment of s
drew Johnson, who was: ac-
quitted in the Senate by~
single vote.

Although the House mten-
tionally avoided a vote ex—
pressing a sentiment onim-
peachment, a resolution by
Democratic leader Thomas
P. O’Neill was accepted.

It cited the chronology of
the panel’s official actions,
including its votes on. three
articles of impeachment
July 27, 29 and 30, and Mr.
Nixon’s August 9res1gnat10n ‘
which made further im-
peachment pro i
moot

"~ The resolution sa, i
House accepts. the report
and ‘“commends the chair-
man and other members of
the committee on the Judici- |
ary for their conscientious
and capable efforts in carry-
ing out the committee’s re-
sponsibilities” under. - House
Resolution 803.”
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