
N
Y

Tim
es 

B
y R

ussell B
aker 

S
o
 m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le h

av
e an

n
o
u
n
ced

 
th

at "th
e sy

stem
 w

o
rk

ed
" in

 th
e re-

cen
t P

resid
en

tial affair th
at w

e are 
in danger of believing it. 

S
u
rv

iv
o
rs' eu

p
h
o
ria p

ro
b
ab

ly
 ac-

co
u
n
ts fo

r th
e ro

sy
 ju

d
g
m

en
ts, b

u
t 

w
h
en

 th
e g

id
d
in

ess h
as su

b
sid

ed
 it 

w
ill probably be seen that the system

, 
in fact, failed alm

ost com
pletely from

 
beginning to end. If things have ended 
happily, w

hich is by no m
eans certain, 

w
e
 c

a
n
 th

a
n
k
 fa

te
 fo

r a
 fe

lic
ito

u
s 

w
h
im

, fo
r th

e
 sy

ste
m

 c
o
n
sta

n
tly

 
n
u
d
g
ed

 u
s to

w
ard

 in
creasin

g
ly

 g
ro

-
tesque outcom

es from
 w

hich w
e w

ere 
sav

ed
 b

y
 sh

eerest lu
ck

. 
E

v
en

 w
ith

 th
e lu

ck
, th

e o
u
tco

m
e 

p
ro

d
u
ced

 b
y
 th

e sy
stem

 is a p
o
litical 

ab
su

rd
ity

 in
 a n

atio
n
 b

o
astfu

l o
f 

its 
d
em

o
cracy

. W
h
at d

o
 w

e h
av

e as th
e 

lo
g
ical, leg

al p
ro

d
u
ct o

f th
e sy

stem
's 

w
o
rk

in
g
? A

 P
resid

en
t w

h
o
 h

as n
ev

er 
run for national office and w

ho, w
hen 

h
is p

arty
 last w

o
rried

 ab
o
u
t g

o
in

g
 to

 
th

e p
eo

p
le, w

as n
o
t ev

en
 co

n
sid

ered
 

a u
sefu

l can
d
id

ate fo
r th

e d
im

 o
ffice 

of V
ice P

resident,  
T

he system
 left the choosing of this  

n
ew

 P
resid

en
t to

 h
is p

red
ecesso

r, a 
m

an
 d

riv
en

 fro
m

 o
ffice b

y
 b

ip
artisan

 
suspicion of felonious conduct, a m

an 
w

h
o
se p

rev
io

u
s selectio

n
 at th

e V
ice 

P
resident shop had earlier been driven . 

fro
m

 o
ffice fo

r tak
in

g
 cash

 u
n
d
er th

e 
d
esk

 an
d
 h

eatin
g
 o

n
 h

is in
co

m
e tax

. 
If, d

esp
ite all, th

is P
resid

en
t is a 

h
ap

p
y
 ch

o
ice, w

e h
av

e o
n
ly

 lu
ck

 to
 

th
an

k
. C

ertain
ly

 n
o
t th

e sy
stem

. W
e 

are to
ld

 th
at M

r. F
o
rd

 w
as n

o
t P

resi-
d
en

t N
ix

o
n
's first ch

o
ice fo

r th
e jo

b
 

after S
piro A

gnew
 had been cashiered. 

H
is first ch

o
ice is said

 to
 h

av
e b

een
 

John C
onnally. 

O
n
e h

esitates to
 say

 fo
r a certain

ty
 

th
at M

r. C
o
n
n
ally

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
ap

p
ro

v
ed

 b
y
 C

o
n
g
ress, fo

r th
e n

o
m

-
ination w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
ro

d
u
ced

 p
o
litical 

resen
tm

en
t in

 b
o
th

 p
arties. Y

et C
o
n
-

g
ress also

 b
eliev

es in
 th

e sy
stem

, an
d
 

th
e o

d
d
s w

ere th
at it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e ac-
cep

ted
 M

r. C
o
n
n
ally

 h
ad

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

m
ad

e th
e fig

h
t. 

If so
, th

e sy
stem

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
ro

-
d
u
c
e
d
 its u

ltim
a
te

 p
ie

c
e
 o

f G
ra

n
d
 

G
u
ig

n
o
l, th

e sp
ectacle o

f V
ice P

resi-
d
en

t C
o
n
n
ally

 p
lead

in
g
 in

n
o
cen

t to
 

ch
arg

es o
f tak

in
g
 a b

rib
e as S

ecretary
 

o
f th

e T
reasu

ry
 w

h
ile, sim

u
ltan

eo
u
sly

, 

O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

 

`If this P
resident 

is a happy choice, 
w

e have only luck 
to thank.' 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 w

as resig
n
in

g
 fro

m
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se to

 av
o
id

 im
p
each

-
m

ent. 
M

elv
in

 L
aird

 is said
 to

 h
av

e d
is-

su
ad

ed
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 fro

m
 m

ak
in

g
 

th
e 

C
o
n
n
a
lly

 a
p
p
o
in

tm
e
n
t b

y
 u

sin
g
 th

e
 

a
rg

u
m

e
n
t th

a
t it w

o
u
ld

 c
re

a
te

 m
o
re

 
p
o
litical ten

sio
n
s th

an
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

n
eed

ed
 ju

st th
en

. T
h
u
s, M

r. L
aird

 b
e-

co
m

es o
n
e o

f th
e lu

ck
y
 accid

en
ts th

at 
sa

v
e
d
 u

s fro
m

 th
e
 fu

ll c
a
ta

stro
p
h
e
 

th
at w

as being blandly cooked up by 
th

e
 's

te
m

. 
A

n . 
n
o
w

, o
f co

u
rse, w

e h
av

e th
e  

sy
stem

 ab
o
u
t to

 g
iv

e u
s y

et an
o
th

er 
V

ic
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t n

o
t su

b
je

c
t to

 v
o
te

r 
ap

p
ro

v
al, a V

ice P
resid

en
t selected

 b
y
 

a
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 w

a
sn

't, h
im

se
lf, e

le
c
te

d
 

b
y
 a

n
y
b
o
d
y
. In

 th
e
 w

o
rld

's g
re

a
te

st 
d
em

o
cracy

, as w
e fo

n
d
ly

 call it, th
e 

sy
ste

m
 g

iv
e
s u

s g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t b

y
 a

p
-

p
o
in

tm
en

t o
n
ly

. 
T

h
e sy

stem
's failu

res d
o
 n

o
t b

eg
in

 
an

d
 en

d
 w

ith
 th

e ex
o
tic tran

sitio
n
. If 

th
ey

 d
id

, so
lu

tio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e easy

. W
e 

c
o
u
ld

 p
ro

v
id

e
 fo

r in
te

rim
 n

a
tio

n
a
l 

electio
n
s o

n
 o

ccasio
n
s su

ch
 as th

is an
d
 

g
iv

e
 d

e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 le

g
itim

a
c
y
 to

 g
o
v
-

ern
m

en
ts lik

e M
r. F

o
rd

's. 
B

u
t th

e sy
stem

 d
o
esn

't w
o
rk

 m
u
ch

 
b
etter in

 'electio
n
s eith

er. It creak
ed

 
d
ism

ally
 in

 1
9
7
2
. T

h
e sy

stem
 m

ad
e it 

p
o
ssib

le fo
r th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se to

 m
a-

n
ip

u
la

te
 th

e
 d

e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 c

h
o
ic

e
 o

f 
P

re
sid

e
n
tia

l c
a
n
d
id

a
te

, a
n
d
 th

e
n
, 

th
a
n
k
s to

 th
e
 sy

ste
m

's w
a
y
 o

f c
o
n
-

d
u
ctin

g
 electio

n
s, g

av
e u

s a stack
ed

-
d
eck

 ch
o
ice b

etw
een

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 

th
e
 m

a
n
 h

e
 m

o
st w

a
n
te

d
 to

 ru
n
 

ag
ain

st. 
T

h
e
 sy

ste
m

's in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
a
l m

a
-

c
h
in

e
ry

 fa
ile

d
 to

 c
o
m

m
u
n
ic

a
te

 a
n
y
 

id
ea o

f N
ix

o
n
 th

e m
an

. H
o
w

 else ex
-

plain 
th

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t a

fte
r a

 q
u
a
rte

r- 

century of full exposure to the A
m

eri-
c
a
n
 p

u
b
lic

, h
e
 w

a
s th

e
 n

a
tio

n
's 

overw
helm

ing favorite in 1972, yet had 
a p

o
p
u
lar m

ajo
rity

 w
illin

g
 to

 see h
im

 
im

p
each

ed
 less th

an
 tw

o
 y

ears later? 
S

om
ething som

ew
here didn't get itself 

com
m

unicated. 
C

ourts and C
ongress w

orked beauti-
fu

lly
, w

e are to
ld

. T
h
is is arg

u
ab

le, 
to

o
. W

h
at really

 w
o
rk

ed
 b

eau
tifu

lly
 

w
ere the W

hite H
ouse tape recorders. 

N
o
 o

n
e b

eliev
es th

at w
ith

o
u
t th

e 
tap

es C
o
n
g
ress o

r co
u
rts w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
h
ad

 an
y
 sy

stem
ic m

ach
in

ery
 fo

r d
e-

fen
estratin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 th

e 
tap

es w
ere m

o
st d

efin
itely

 n
o
t a p

art 
of the system

. E
verything about them

 
w

as p
u
re lu

ck
. 

U
n
d
er th

e sy
stem

 w
e h

av
e b

een
 

cheated in a P
residential election, sub-

m
itted to nearly tw

o years of gov,ern-
m

en
t b

y
 m

en
 o

f, crim
in

al p
ro

cliv
ity

, 
an

d
 en

co
u
rag

ed
 to

 feel d
elig

h
ted

 w
ith

 
th

e
 p

ro
sp

e
c
t o

f tw
o
 m

o
re

 y
e
a
rs o

f 
g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t b

y
 m

e
n
 w

e
 h

a
v
e
 n

o
t 

elected. 
If y

o
u
r c

a
r w

o
rk

e
d
 a

s w
e
ll a

s th
e
 

sy
stem

, y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 it in
 th

e 
sh

o
p
 a,es ag

o
, if n

o
t o

n
 th

e u
sed

-car 
lot. 
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