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T
he L

arger M
eaning of M

r. N
ixon's P

residency 
"A

ll of us learned that governm
ent program

s 
do not suffice to am

end the social ills of cen- 

turies." 

P
resident N

ixon has at last brought 
us together. T

he country is now
 united 

in
 re

lie
f a

t th
e
 re

sig
n
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

lead
er w

h
o

 b
etray

ed
 ev

ery
 v

alu
e an

d
 

ev
ery

 frien
d
 in

 a ' d
esp

erate effo
rt to

 
sav

e h
is o

w
n

 sk
in

. 
B

ut the ignoble m
anner of M

r. N
ix-

o
n

's d
ep

artu
re sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

lin
d

 u
s to

 
the larger m

eaning of his presidency. 
It w

as of a piece, from
 first to last, and 

in its virtues as in its defects. 
W

hen M
r. N

ixon took office back in 
1969, A

m
erican pretension far outran 

A
m

erican
 cap

ab
ilities. A

m
erican

 
fo

rces, esp
ecially

 in
 V

ietn
am

, w
ere 

su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 h

o
ld

 th
e b

alan
ce ag

ain
st 

any change deem
ed favorable to either 

R
ussia or C

hina. T
he A

m
erican m

ar-
ket, opened to the w

orld by a lopsided 
exchange rate and a one-w

ay com
m

it-
m

ent to buy gold, supported prosperity 
in

 Jap
an

 an
d
 W

estern
 E

u
ro

p
e, an

d
 

such hope for developm
ent as resided 

in the T
hird W

orld. 
In

 th
is co

u
n
try

 it w
as w

id
ely

 b
e-

liev
ed

 th
at p

ro
sp

erity
 w

ith
o
u
t reces-

sio
n
 h

ad
 arriv

ed
, an

d
 th

at in
flatio

n
 

could be held in check by the device of 
an incom

e policy. It w
as equally sup-

p
o

sed
 th

at g
o

v
ern

m
en

t actio
n

 co
u

ld
 

m
ake decisive and rapid im

provem
ents 

in the w
elfare of m

inority groups long 
subject to governm

ent discrim
ination. 

It w
as said

 th
at u

n
less g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
paid off its dow

n-and-out claim
ants, so-

ciety itself w
ould be disrupted. 

M
r. N

ixon's great achievem
ent w

as 
to bring expectations m

ore in line w
ith 

reality. H
e engaged the C

hinese C
om

- 

m
onists and brought them

 out of isola-
tion. H

e th
en

 ad
d
ressed

 h
im

self to
 

M
oscow

. B
y squeezing the R

ussians 
w

ith the threat of a C
hina deal, he w

as 
ab

le to
 p

u
ll o

u
t o

f V
ietn

am
 o

n
 term

s 
far m

ore favorable than ever offered 
to

 p
rev

io
u
s reg

im
es, o

r im
ag

in
ed

 b
y
 

those of us w
ho criticized his policy. 

B
y the sam

e m
eans, he w

as able to 
start th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t b
arrier y

et 
erected against the danger of nuclear 
w

ar—
th

e S
trateg

ic A
rm

s L
im

itatio
n
 

T
reaty

 reach
ed

 w
ith

 R
u
ssia in

 1
9
7
2
. 

M
o

reo
v

er, th
e lo

o
sen

in
g

 u
p

 o
f g

reat 
pow

er confrontation opened the w
ay to 

the 
O

cto
b

er w
ar in

 th
e M

id
east, an

d
 

the settlem
ent betw

een Jew
s and A

rabs 
w

ynich D
r. K

issinger is now
 putting to-

gether. 
F

inally, by unilaterally closing dow
n 

the gold w
indow

 in A
ugust 1971, M

r. 
N

ixon set the stage for the dollar de-
valuations w

hich have now
 evened out 

the term
s of trade betw

een this coun-
try and the rest of the w

orld. T
he basis 

w
as thus laid for a new

 set of relations 

b
etw

een
 th

is co
u
n
try

 an
d
 th

e E
u
ro

p
e-

ans and Japanese. 
F

ar less su
ccess atten

d
ed

 M
r. N

ix
-

o
n
's effo

rts at h
o
m

e. B
u
t d

u
rin

g
 h

is 
term

 in office, everybody cam
e to real-

ize th
at in

flatio
n
 w

as an
 in

tractab
le 

p
ro

b
lem

. T
h
e d

an
g
er th

at th
e b

attle 
against rising prices could tip into re-
cession cam

e dram
atically hom

e. 
A

ll o
f u

s learn
ed

 th
at g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

program
s do not suffice to am

end the 
social ills of centuries—

and that there 
w

as a tight lim
it available on w

hat w
as 

av
ailab

le fo
r su

ch
 p

ro
g
ram

s. It w
as 

eq
u
ally

 sh
o
w

n
 th

at v
io

len
t p

ro
tests b

y
 

m
inority groups could be m

et and m
as-

tered
 b

y
 a to

u
g

h
 stan

ce--g
-far b

etter 
than by "understanding." 

H
ad

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 b

een
 ab

le to
 articu

-
late th

ese ach
iev

em
en

ts, h
ad

 h
e b

een
 

able to declare the virtue of sober real-
ism

 an
d
 fallin

g
 ex

p
ectatio

n
s, h

e m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e co
m

e safely
 to

 th
e en

d
 o

f h
is 

term
. B

ut M
r. N

ixon never saw
 him

self 
as th

e lead
er o

f all th
e p

eo
p
le. A

t all 
tim

es he w
as in his ow

n eyes the can-
didate of a m

inority. H
e played elec-

toral politics, not presidential politics. 

H
e strain

ed
 at g

reatn
ess. 

S
o
 in

stead
 o

f an
 ad

ju
stm

en
t in

 fo
r-

eign policy, he announced w
hat clearly 

did not exist—
a structure of peace. In-

stead of adm
itting the country had lost 

its w
ay

 in
 d

o
m

eitic p
o
licy

, h
e p

ro
-

claim
ed

 a n
ew

 p
ro

sp
erity

 an
d
 a N

ew
 

A
m

erican R
evolution. 

In
stead

 o
f reco

n
cilin

g
 d

o
u
b
ters, an

d
 

d
raw

in
g
 to

 h
is sid

e o
ld

 fo
es, h

e salted
 

th
e w

o
u
n
d
s. H

e an
d
 h

is m
en

 b
attered

 
the m

edia. T
hey short-circuited the bu-

reau
cracy

, T
h
ey

 in
su

lted
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress 

and sabotaged D
em

ocrats. T
hose of us 

w
h

o
 d

ared
 to

 criticize w
ere stig

m
a-

tized as, "enem
ies." 

W
hen tro

u
b
le cam

e in
 th

e fo
rm

 o
f 

W
atergate, M

r. N
ixon w

as w
ithout the 

hum
an contacts w

hich are the stuff of 
reality. 

O
u
t o

f p
rid

e an
d
 sy

co
p
h
an

cy
 

th
ere w

as b
o
rn

 a m
o
n
stro

u
s frau

d
. 

C
o
n
tem

p
t fo

r o
th

ers festered
 th

e b
e-

lief th
at lies an

d
 trick

s w
o
u
ld

 w
o
rk

 
even as m

ounting evidence show
ed the 

truth w
ould out. In the end, M

r. N
ixon 

w
as alo

n
e, d

iv
o
rced

 fro
m

 frien
d
s an

d
 

reality
 in

 a p
sy

ch
ic b

u
n
k
er o

f h
is o

w
n
 

m
aking. 
H

is en
d
 w

as im
p
licit in

 'h
is b

eg
in

-
n
in

g
 an

d
 h

is m
id

d
le. A

t all stag
es, in

 
its g

o
o
d
 p

arts an
d
 its b

ad
, h

is p
resi-

d
en

cy
 an

n
o
u
n
ces a sin

g
le w

arn
in

g
. It 

announces the danger of hubris. It pro-
claim

s 
an

ew
 th

e d
eath

less m
essag

e 
th

at th
o

se b
lin

d
ed

 b
y

 p
rid

e, an
d

 cu
t 

off from
 reality, rush headlong to their 

ow
n doom

. 
0
)1

9
7
4
, M

eld
 en

terp
rises. In

c. 


