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N

ixon assured of pension and benefits 
E

xam
iner N

ew
s Service 

N
o m

atter w
hat legal troubles he m

ay 
have in the future, form

er President N
ixon 

w
ill receive $156,000 a year for life in pen-

sion and allow
ances for his 5%

 years of 
W

hite H
ouse service, regardless of any fu-

ture legal difficulties. 
H

e w
ould have lost the benefits had he 

been rem
oved through im

peachm
ent. 

N
ixon w

ill draw
 a $60,000 annual pen-

sion, receive up to $96,000 a year for staff 
assistan

ce an
d
 b

e p
ro

v
id

ed
 free o

ffice 
space. 

H
is w

ife, P
at, w

ould be entitled to a 
$20,000 pension —

 should she survive him
. 

T
he benefits w

ere established by C
on-

gress in 1958. 
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N
ixon K

hrushehev: T
w

o w
ays to fall 

A
ssociated P

ress 

P
resident N

ixon's depar-
ture from

 office, contrasted 
w

ith that of the topm
ost S

o-
viet leader 10 years ago, il-
lum

inates the vast gulf be-
tw

een the political system
s 

of the tw
o superpow

ers. 

O
n O

ctober 12, 1964, N
ikita 

K
rushchev lazed luxuriously 

in the brilliant sunshine of a 
B

lack S
ea resort. It w

as a 
ro

u
tin

e b
reak

 fro
m

 t h
 e 

day  -t o -d a y governm
ental 

drudgery of M
oscow

. K
rush-

chev that day m
ade a televi-

sion appearance that show
ed 

him
 a relaxed and confident 

leader, secure on his pinna-
cle of pow

er. 

In M
oscow

, leading fig-
ures of the ruling P

olitburo 
an

d
 m

ilitary
 lead

ers w
h
o
 

h
ad

 b
een

 o
u

t o
f to

w
n

 re-
turned suddenly in response 
to an urgent sum

m
ons. A

 se-
cret m

eeting of the top inner 
circle w

ould be held, w
ithout 

th
e p

resen
ce o

r ev
en

 th
e 

k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
 f th

e lead
er 

him
self. 

T
w

o nights later, just be-
fo

re m
id

n
ig

h
t, cam

e th
e 

coup. T
he m

ost pow
erful  

m
an in the Soviet U

nion w
as 

out of office, inform
ed to his 

surprise that it w
as "at his 

ow
n request." O

vernight, to 
the shock of the w

orld, a 
new

 regim
e ruled one of the 

tw
o m

ightiest superpow
ers. 

T
he obvious contrasts w

ith 
the w

ay the head of the oth-
er superpow

er has just left 
office tells an im

pressive 
story. T

he dram
a of R

ichard 
N

ixon's departure unfolded, 
act by act, w

ith the inevita-
bility of G

reek tragedy to-
w

ard its denouem
ent before 

th
e ey

es o
f a sp

ellb
o

u
n

d
 

w
orld. 

T
he N

ixonian fall w
as a  

g
rad

u
al G

o
etterd

aem
m

e-
rung, a tw

ilight of w
hat had 

been a com
m

unity of im
-

m
ensely pow

erful figures. 
T

he m
achinery of republi-

can dem
ocracy, conceived 

tw
o centuries before by the 

nation's founders, had dic-
tated the outcom

e. 

N
o such m

achinery exists 
in any totalitarian system

. 
W

hen a governm
ent under 

so-called proletarian dicta-
torship falls, a m

achinery of 
naked pow

er struggle com
es 

into play. K
hrushchev w

as 
brushed aside by' his ow

n 
m

en near the top, just as he 
in his tim

e brushed aside 
other pow

erful m
en: M

alen- 

kov, M
olotov, K

aganovich 
and others. 

W
hen the governm

ent of 
H

u
n

g
ary

 w
as ch

an
g

ed
 in

 
1956 and w

hen the govern-
m

ent of C
zechoslovakia w

as 
changed. in 1968, the issue 
w

as decided not by any con-
stitutional process but by So-
viet guns. 

K
hrushchev at the B

lack 
S

ea reso
rt h

ad
 seem

ed
 a 

m
an w

ithout a w
orry in the 

w
orld. M

illions saw
 him

 on 
telev

isio
n
 co

n
g
ratu

latin
g
 

three cosm
onauts just hur-

tled into space, and he had 
bubbled w

ith enthusiasm
 

and confidence. 
K

hrushchev's top Politbu- 

ro lieutenants and som
e m

il-
itary m

en had concluded his 
activities w

ere harm
ful to 

national interests: his politi-
cal w

ar w
ith

 C
h
in

a, h
is 

backdow
n in the C

uban m
is-

sile crisis, the agricultural 
failu

res an
d
 su

ch
 g

ro
tes-

q
u
eries as tak

in
g
 o

ff h
is 

shoe in the U
nited N

ations to 
b
an

g
 tem

p
o
 fo

r w
h
at a 

w
atching w

orld had been 
seen as a shockingly boorish 
dem

onstration. 

O
n

ce th
e P

o
litb

u
ro

 an
d

 
m

ilitary
 lead

ers d
ecid

ed
 

their course, the next step 
w

as to m
ake it look legal. 

T
hey did so by sum

m
oning 

into session the C
om

m
unist 

central com
m

ittee to rubber 
stam

p
 th

e d
ecisio

n
 b

y
 a 

sh
o

w
 o

 f h
an

d
s. L

eo
n

id
 

B
rezh

n
ev

 b
ecam

e p
arty

 
chief, A

lexei K
osygin pre-

m
ier. K

hrushchev w
ould be 

uncerem
oniously ejected 

from
 both positions. 

W
hen K

hrushchev returned 
to M

oscow
 from

 the B
lack 

Sea he found him
self, to his 

astonishm
ent, under house 

arrest. 


