Ni¥on, Weicomed on Coast, Pledges to Work

By WALLACESTURNER -

Speclal to THe Nei York Times |
| SAN CLE 1
9 — Richdfd™M. Nixon, his
hard-won Presidency lost, came
back today to “the. wonderful
climate, of Califormia” to live
in a villa over-looking the
Pacific, where he promised to
work for world peace.

A crowd of well-wishers and
the curious greeted Mr. Nixon
at El Toro Marine Air Base,
where he spoke briefly before
traveling by helicopter the final
14 miles,

He had left Washington still
the President, but as the Spirit
of ‘76, his fitted-to-order jet,
passed somewhere near St.
Louis, his resignation became
effective at noon Eastern day-
light time. When his - plane
landed at 11:56 A.M. Pacific
daylight time, Mr. Nixon was
the nation’s only living former
President.

A crowd of 5,000 waited.
There 'was scattered applause
when the plane approached.

Mr. Mixon had asked that or-
dinary citizens be admitted to
'the alf base, which has hdp-
pened infrequently on many
‘previous  Presidentia] - trips
'there, : ‘

‘Completed One Task

Marines set up beachers, and
most of the crowd were in
these. They had =a good view
of Mr. and Mrs. Nixon, their
| daughter, Tricia, and her hus-
band, Edward F. Cox.

“Many statements have been
made and this is not time to
bore you with another one,
Mr. Nixon said, standing with
his hands clasped in front of
him, At his left, Mrs. Nixon
stood stiffly, her hands at her
Isides, and at his right, Mrs.
Cox stood similarly. Mr. Cox
stood easily, his hands folded
behind him.

.|pleted one task does not mean

me to say very simply this,”
Mr. Nixon said, “Having com-

that we will just sit and enjoy

this marvelous ‘California cli-|flew here.

mate and do nothing.”
It seemed that Mr.mNixon h

not prepared any remarks, but|western corner of this coastal

he said that of all the messages|
he received as President “be-
lieve me rthat the ones that
meant the most wdre fror right
here in California.” .

The crowd shouted and ap-|gates.

plauded. . ;
He spoke of “this great plane|
that took us to China, to Rus-

sia on two occasions, to the|had been cleared in advance.

Mideast, this great Spirit of *76

has got to be long remembered |When the Nixons occuped the

because of those trips.”
Turning to another topic, he
said: “We'll celebrate the 200th
anniversary of our country in
1976. What we came into this
world for 200 years ago was
something far greater than to
just do something for outselves,
We came into the world to be
a haven of opportunity for all
people, We came into the world
to make American mation in
which there is more freedom,
more opportunity for :all
people, regardless of back-
ground, than any country in
the world.” . i o
He added that “America
came into the world 200 years
ago for the purpose of making
the whole world closer to the
dream of peace.”
‘We’re Home Again®
“With all the time that I
have which .could be useful, I
am going to continue to work
for peace among all the world,”
Mr. Nixon said. “I intend to
continue to work for  opportu-
nity and understanding among
the people here in America.
He concluded to cheers that
“I am going to continue — we

ibase next door have helped to

be proud of the fact that we,
too, are Californians and were
home again.

Shortly afterward, the family

gate, and was forced to -at-
tempt' coverage of events ‘be
yond a line of trees. -
The wife of the Mayor, Mrs.
Thomas O’Keefe, gave a

The Nixon villa, called La|bouquet of yellow roses to Mrs.

Casa Pacifica, is at the south-

city of 20,000. The slope of
the land and the Coast Guard

isolate the villa.

Today, about 300 persons
stood outside the Coast Guard
Secret Service agents
admitted only about 75 per-
sons—all local residents—who
wanted to greet the family and

For the first time since 1969

house, no reporters, ‘photogra-
pheres or television cameras
were allowed inside the base.
A pool television camera was
held a half-mile away at the

Nixon. But her husband was
held at the .gate by Secret
Service agents. Mayor O’Keefe
said they did ‘not explain why
he was not admitted.

Reaction in Whittier

Today at Whittier, - Calif,,
where Mr. Nixon grew up and
went to college, the predomin-
ant attitude was one of dismay.

Dr. Paul S. Smith, retired
president of Whittier College,
said Mr. Nixon was a casualty
of society that “is burdened
with sin.” 5.5 &

Alan Wheatland, owner of a
construction company, said he
had known Mr. Nixon since
they were 4 years old and that
they had attended grade school
and high school together. Mr.
Wheatland said Mr. Nixon “was
wise to resign in view of the
situation.”

Lee Strong, chairman of the
Whittier .Uptown Association,
said in his view “the last two
Presidents have been run out
of office.” He said that “Nixon
made. a2 mistake and the resig-
nation is 'necessary. But his

‘guilt is hard to judge.”

Here in San Clemente, it is

‘unclear how the people feel

toward Mr. Nixon. In 1972
when he reopened relation-
ships with China, there was
deep resentment among con-
servative Republicans here.
During his visits, Mr. Nixon
has built some rapport with
residents, but .he has not had
much to do with . them, The
entourage: of Secret Service
agents, famous visitors and
news-gathering .groups have
made many residents uneasy.

“It is perhaps appropriate for| are all going to continue — to

for Peace .

less associations with the p-ast.‘ff;
Herbert W. Kalmbach, now.,’,{
in a Federal prison on a Water-+_

| gate-related sentence, was the .

lawyer who oversaw the pur-

./chase and renovation of the
i place. ' ) .

It was in a temporary office
on the Coast Guard base that’.

‘Mr. Nixon sw Federal Judge'"

Matthew Byrne, Dr. Daniel Ellsi.;v
berg’s trial judge, just before,
John Ehrlichman made an overs,,
ture about the F.B.I. director-:"
ship to the judge at the time,
the Nixon Administration was '
desperately seeking to convict
Dr. Ellsberg in the Pentagon .
papers case. "

Kissinger a Visitor

the Nixon estate.
"H. R. Haldeman, awaiting

itrial on Watergate indictments,.

assigned his brother - in - law,

of

Secretary of State Kissinger,
frequently lived here when Mr. -
Nixon was in residence, occu--
pying -a rented house in a pri-.
vate beach community north of

France, Reaine, a real estafe’

man, to find a house for the

President in the spring of 1969,

Mr. Reaine found this one.

Charles . Rebozo and Robert.

H. Abplanalp, friends of his

days in the Presidency, helped.

Mr. Nixon buy the place, and
spent many carefree hours with,
him here, -

The landscaping, the trees,,
the wall that surrounds the.
place and the specially-built
bridge across the Santa Fe
Railroad tracks to the beach
may have other associations
for Mr. Nixon. They represent

part of the more than $700,000 -

in Federal funds spent to up-
grade the property so it would
be fit for an secure enough to
house a President of the United
States.

Here at the villa are count-




