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Preéident and Kissinger Confer
With'the Envoys of 60 Nations

' By BERNARD GWERTZMAN

Speclal to The New,York Times

WASHINGTON, - Aug. 9 —|Ford and Mr. Kissinger believed
President Ford undertook to|the exercise to be necessary to
convince foreign governments emphasize that there would
today that he would pursue the|be no significant change dur-
same foreign policy objectives|ing the transition period in
that brought respect to Richard|{which Mr. Ford, -who is less
M. Nixon abroad. -|experienced in . foreign. affairs
Two hours after taking the|than his predecessor, makes.his
oath as President, Mr. Ford|leadership felt. n
assisted by Secretary of State| Priority was given to a group
Kissinger, who will retain his\meeting in the Roosevelt Room
office, began meeting with|of the White House with mem-
about 60 envoys—some in|bers of the North Atlantic
groups and some individually|Treaty Organization. In a pat-
—in brief sessions that lastedftern followed in the other ses-
into the early evening. sions, Mr. Kissinger and mefn-
The substance of what Was|bers of his staff met with-13
said was, in general, a reaffir-lenvoys for about 20 minutes
mation of well-known Amer- SR P——
ican policy positions. But Mr. Continued on Page 6, Coiumn 6
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and then Mr. Ford entered, was
introduced to those present —
Luxembourg’s envoy was ab-
sent — and made some general
comments.

He told the NATO diplomats,
according to one who partici-
pated, that the alliance was the
basis of American foreign pol-
icy and’ that he intended to
live up to -the declaration of
principles on allied cooperation!
signed by Mr. Nixon in Brussels
in June. .

“We all know that internal
affairs is probably the Presi-
dent’s main interest,” a Euro-
pean envoy said, “but everyone

appreciated that only two
hours after taking over he saw
and greeted the NATO chiefs of
mission. That’s the most impor-
tant point.”

The new President, aware

that he is considered to be de-|dle East policy will get its first
ficient in expertise on foreign|test in the coming week when
policy, has made it clear that|the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
he intends to rely heavily on|Ismail Fahmy, and King Hus-
Mr. Kissinger to guide.the na-|sein of Jordan arrive sepa-
tion’s foreign affairs. His an-|rately for talks. -

nouncement last night, before; The Arabs have expressed
being sworn in, that Mr. Kissin-|concern because of Mr. Ford's
ger was staying on, was meant|frequent speeches on behalf of
to demonstrate Mr. Ford’s faith |Israel. Like Most Congressthen
in the Nixon Administration’s|he has supported a strong Is-
‘foreign pohqy. rael, but his aides have insisted
. Several diplomats and State|that this did not preclude sup-
|Department officials said that|port efforts to attain a Middle
ithe heavy stress of the past 24|East settlement and to improve
ihours ‘on continuity in foreign|American ties with the Arab
ipolicy was designed to head off |world. ’
‘apprehension both in allied cap-| After the meeting with the
ditals and in Moscow and Peking.|NATO, envoys, Mr. Ford and
_~On the other hand, experts|Mr. Kissinger conferred in spc-
interviewed today expressed|cession with the ambassadors or
the belief that Mr. Ford will in- | heads of mission from the fol-
evitably begin to leave his im-|lowing: Japan, the Soviet Union,

print, just as his predecessors|the Middle East nations except

did. Israel, China, the Latin-Amer-
For instance, a State De-|ican nations, Israel and South
partment official noted, he will| Vietnam. el
have to make some fairly quick| Mr. Kissinger and his .'top
decisions on Indochina, Con-|aides, Robert S. Ingersqll,
gress had indicated that it/Deputy Secretary, and Joseph
plans a sharp cut in the Nixon|J. Sisco, Under Secretary for
Administration’s aid request of |Political Affairs, will met with
more than $3-billion. The of-|Other presentatives at the State
ficial, who supports a big aid|Department tomorrow. The Af-
program, asked, Will Mr. Ford |ricans were among those not
follow Mr. Nixon’s lead —|represented today.
backed up by Mr. Kissinger—| The new Administration has
and argue strongly for a major|also begun sending messages to
aid program or will he stay|heads of governments and to
away from Vietnam-related is-|foreign ministers . affirming
sues for domestic political rea- Policy. )
sons and avoid identification| The meeting with the Soviet
with that controversial area?|Chargé d’affaires, Yuli M. Vor-
In the session with the 15(ONSOV, was regarded as im-
Arab diplomats, Mr. Ford, in[POrtant by American officials,
the presence of newsmen, re-|VhO Were aware of concern in
called his 25 years in Congress(Moscow over the viability of
and said, “Negotiating not only the -détente policy . under the
with opponents but with your|"€W Administration.
own party is difficult, too.’ Meanwhile, = Nixon  photo-
He then assured them that|87@Phs in the corridor to the
Mr. Kissinger would continue|Fresident’s office have been re-
to conduct Middle East nego-|Placed by those of Mr. Ford,
tiations as he did for Mr. Nixon,|meeting with, among others, the

Middle East Problems Dobrynin, who is on vacation
This led Egypt’s Ambassador,|at home. '
Dr‘.‘ Ashraf Ghorbal, to respond:| Mr. Ford had also met the

Dr. Kissinger has gained the|Chinese Ambassador, Huang
esteem of everyone.” Chen, in connection with his

whelming majority of people minority leader of the House of
feel the same way,” he said. Representatives and at Wash-
With the Japanese Ambassa-|ington dinners. :

dor, Takeshi Yasukawa, Mr.| Mr, Ford has indicated that
Ford, who met ‘,wuth 10 mem-|he will keep the foreign-policy
bers of Japan’s parliament machinery intact, at least for
egirh,er in the week, said, “I|the moment. He has asked Mr.
dldn.t I,{,n'aw you had so many Kissinger to retain his other
parties.” The Ambassador po-|hat as special assistant to the
litely said that Mr. Ford had |President for national security
answered their questions well. |affairs, which means that he
The Presxg:lent also'has a|directs the National Security
major task in persuading the|Council staff as well as the
Arab. Governments that he will [State Department. '

be as even-handed on Middle Maj. Gen. Brent Scowcroft
East problems as Mr. Nixon has|will remdin ag the deputy di-
been in the last eight months. |rector of the National Security
The Ford Administration’s Mid- |Council staff.

Mr. Ford agreed. “The over-|trip to China in 1972 while

Soviet Ambassador, Anatoly F.- :
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