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Va.’s Scoti

Continues to
Back Nixon

By Stephen Green

Washington Post Staff Writer

Sen. William L. Scott (R-
Va.) said yesterday he con-
tinues to support President
Nixon and added that he hag
been assured by high White
House officials - that Mr.
Nixon will not resign.

Scott also said in an inter-
view that he considers it
possible that.the House of
Representatives: may . not
vote to impeach Mr. Nixon
and that most" Virginiang
support the President,

“It is apparent that the

President didn*% tell the

whole truth previously, I re-
gret this very much,” Scott
stated, He added, however,
“I support -the President. I
continue to “support him
when he’s right. I think the
President has been a very
fine President.”

Scott said he was aware of
the rumors that the Presi-
dent’s resignation is immi-
nent. But he said, “I have
been assured by highest
sources at the White House
that the President won’t re-
sign. There’s no doubt he
won't resign.” :

Scott  declined ‘to say
whom at the White House
he spoke to and at what
time. He did say he didn’t
speak to the President, Un-
. der questioning, he said:
“This does not mean the
President might not c_hang_e

his mind” about resignat-
ion.

Scott, who has been one
of Mr. Nixon’s strongest sup-
porters in the Senate, said
that in his conversations
with other GOP senators, he
has suggested, “Let things
settle a little bit.”

He said he agrees that ir
the House voted today the
President would be im-
peached. “But that’s not to
say that would be the out.
come in two or three weeks,
It could go either way. I've
practiced law for a number
of years and there are gen-
erally two sides to any ques-
tion. We don’t know what
may happen.”

Asked whether he he.
lieves Mr. Nixon can con-
tinue to govern effectively,
Scott said he considers “the
media, labor and the liberal
element partially responsi-
ble” for the current situa-
tion.

Scott said the president’s
revelations on Monday
“have hurt his credibility
with me.” He added, how-
ever, that he “can’t say une-
quivocally whether obstruc-
tion of justice is an im.
peachable offense, There
may be differing points of
view on it.

“My constituents are over-
whelmingly in favor of the
President,” Scott said, ‘7
don’t know what the revela-
tions of the last day or two
may have done to their
view. But there never has
been a day when my mail
has gone against the Presi-
dent.”

As to his own possible
vote in any Senate trial of
Mr., Nixon, Scott said he
would “wait to hear the evi-
dence. Every senator Tve
talked to says the same

thing.™



