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acting for the Word 
By Joseph Albright 

Chronicle Correspondent 

Washington 
Members o f Congress 

gathered around television 
sets and news service wire 
m#claines yesterday e x-
chin* g rumors and w  
Mg forithe-President to- re- 

sign.  

The capital was awash 
with all sorts of reports, one 
supplanting another every 
few minutes all afternoon 
and into the evening. 

"We've got more rumors 
than• we've lot fleas," coin 
plained one Southern Demo- 

crat. 
The heavy resignation talk 

began after the wire serv-
ices reported that the Provi-
dence Journal Bulletin was 
predicting the President's 
resignation. Immediately, 

;the guessing among con-
gressmen was th at presiden-
tial defender Rabbi Baruch 

Korff, who is from Rhode Is-
land, must have been the 
source of that story. 

Toward midafternoon, a 
story started in the Republi-
can cloak room of the House 
tuat Mr. Nixon would an-
rounce his resignation pre-
isely at 3:30 p.m. But White 

House deputy press secre- 

on Capitol Hill 
po rter in the speaker's lobby 
an d asked if the 4 p.m. ru-
mor was true. Told that it 
probably w a an 't, McFall 
said, "some of my friends 
on the Republican side Must 
he ye been trying to pull my 
leg." 

About 4:15 p.m., Repre-
se. rtative. John Rousselot, 
en ierged from the Republi-
ca a cloakroom with news 
th it turned out to be mostly 
accurate — but the conserv-
at ve Republican from San 
Marino; said he was inclined 
net to believe it. 

tary Gerald -Warren shot 
that one down with a state-
ment at about 3:45 p.m. that 
the President did not intend 
to resign. 

About the same time, Rose 
Mary Woods, the President's 
personal secretary, w a s 
quoted as saying flatly that 
the President would not re- 

sign. 

Next, someone on •the Re-
publican side of the House 
heard — erroneously — that 
the President had asked for 
network time at 4 p.m. 

House Democratic whip 
John 	McFall 	(D e m- 
Manteca) encountered a re- 

he has to do first; and this -
meeting with congressional 
leaders — was one of them," 
said Representative Charles. 
Wiggins (Rep-El Monte). "I 
believe his departure is in-
evitable." 

A s newspapermen clus-
tered around the congress-
men, most of the questions 
were not about Mr. Nixon's 
resignation, but about what 
would come after it. 

Who would b e Gerald 
Ford's vice president? HMV: 
long would the House Judici: 
ary Committee take to in-
vestigate the new nominee's 
background? What about a 
bill to confer immunity from 
criminal prosecution *on Mr. 
Nixon following his depar-
ture from office? 

' This report was that White 
House aide William Tim-
mons had just telephoned 
Re presentative LaMar Bak-
er (Rep-Tenn.) to say that 
thE! President planned to 
meet with Senator Barry 
Goldwater (Rep-Ariz.) later 
in the afternoon. Timmons 
also was 'reported to have 
tol d Baker that Mr. Nixon 
wo uld definitely not resign 
bei ore the day was out. 

I tousselot was dubious. 
"T hey probably wouldn't tell 

nmons," Rousselot said 
fla tly. Others agreed with 
hii n. 

;o when the White House 
an nouncement came of Mr. 
Ni: son's meeting with Gold-
we iter, along with Senate mi-
n() rity leader Hugh Scott and 
House minority leader John 
Rhodes, 'most members 
were taken by surprise. 

The second-ranking R e-
publican in the House, Rep-
resentative Leslie :Vends 
(Rep-Ill.), read it first on 
the wire service machine. 
"It is strange,"' he mut-
tered, when a reporter  
asked why he had not also 
b€ en invited to the White 

ruse. 
Goldwater's televlsed 

st IteMent that the President 
liLd not made up his mind 
w tether to resign led many 
R .publican congressmen to 
conclude that Mr. Nixon had 
in fact decided to resign aft-
er all. 

"There are certain things 


