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`T
hey H

ad B
een B

etrayed and D
eceived' 

„G
en

. A
lex

an
d
er H

aig
 Jr., th

e P
resi-

4
en

t's ch
ief o

f staff, w
as p

erso
n
ally

 
sh

attered
 last W

ed
n
esd

ay
 w

h
en

 h
e 

learn
ed

 fo
r th

e first tim
e th

at th
e se-

cret tap
e reco

rd
in

g
 o

f Ju
n
e 2

3
, 1

9
7
2
, 

w
as th

e "sm
o
k
in

g
 g

u
n
" w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 
unequivocally incrim

inate. R
ichard M

. 
N

ixon in the W
atergate cover-up. 

H
aig

 w
as th

e first o
f m

an
y
 N

ix
o
n
 

p
artisan

s to
 reel b

efo
re th

e tran
scrip

t 
of P

resident N
ixon's June 23 conversa-

tion w
ith H

. R
. H

aldem
an. T

he tum
ul-

tu
o
u
s an

g
er o

f th
e H

o
u
se R

ep
u
b
lican

 
cloakroom

 late M
onday w

as m
atched 

b
y
 silen

t d
esp

air in
sid

e th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se stem

m
in

g
 fro

m
 a co

m
m

o
n
 

source: A
ll had been betrayed and de-

ceived by the P
resident. 

"'R
epublican congressm

en w
ere out-

rag
ed

 th
at th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 led

 in
to

 M
r. 

N
ixon's defense w

ithout being w
arned 

o
f 

in
crim

in
atin

g
 tran

scrip
ts y

et to
 

cam
e. B

ut late into the night M
onday, 

so
m

e o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's to 	

aides sat 
at th

eir d
esk

s try
in

g
 to

 co
m

p
reh

en
d
 

th
e b

etray
al. 

-1 W
hat's m

ore, careful reading of the 
Jiitn

e 2
3
 tran

scrip
t b

ro
u
g
h
t h

o
m

e th
e 

final deception: E
ven in adm

itting he 
had supplied "erroneous" inform

ation, 
th

e P
resid

en
t's statem

en
t M

o
n
d
ay

 at-
tem

pted to gloss over how
 totally the 

transcript incrim
inated him

. 
"A

ccording to sources in close contact  

w
ith the W

hite H
ouse, the w

eekend de-
cisio

n
 at C

am
p
 D

av
id

 to
 release th

e 
transcript w

as a m
atter of necessity. It 

w
as calcu

lated
 th

at its co
n
ten

ts, su
p
-

plied to the S
pecial P

rosecutor by S
u-

prem
e C

ourt order, w
ould be public in-

form
ation w

ithin three w
eeks—

just be-
fore the H

ouse im
peachm

ent vote. A
c-

cordingly, it m
ight be better to put out 

the inform
ation now

 rather than later. 
In

 fact, th
e reactio

n
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
av

e 
been w

orse. M
r. N

ixon's adm
ission that 

he had kept inform
ation from

 his ow
n 

d
efen

d
ers p

ro
d
u
ced

 p
an

d
em

o
n
iu

m
 

am
ong H

ouse R
epublicans M

onday af-
tern

o
o
r an

d
 an

g
u
ish

 fro
m

 h
is 1

0
 R

e-
publican defenders on the H

ouse Judi-
ciary

 co
m

m
ittee. R

ep
. C

h
arles S

an
d
-

m
an of N

ew
 Jersey w

as steam
ing, R

ep. 
C

h
arles W

ig
g
in

s o
f C

alifo
rn

ia w
as 

stunned. B
y T

uesday, all 10 %
ad turned 

against the P
resident. 

O
ne of the m

ost im
portant undecided 

• R
epublicans, R

ep. B
arber C

onable of 
N

ew
 Y

ork, jum
ped off the fence. A

t m
id-

day M
onday, C

onable —
 chairm

an of 
the H

ouse R
epublican policy com

m
ittee 

—
w

as advising he w
ould w

ait until the 
end of the im

peachm
ent debate before 

announcing his decision. B
ut w

hen he 
learn

ed
 a few

 h
o
u
rs later o

f th
e b

e-
tray

al 'f th
e 1

0
 Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee 

R
epublicans, he determ

ined M
r. N

ixon 
m

ust go—
a decision duplicated 24 hours 

later by H
ouse M

inority L
eader John 

R
hodes. 
Y

et, that R
epublican outrage on the 

H
o
u
se flo

o
r w

as b
ased

 o
n
ly

 o
n
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t's statem
en

t—
in

 itself m
is-

leading and, therefore, another decep-
tio

n
. C

o
n

ab
le w

as an
g

ered
 th

at th
e 

P
resident had failed to inform

 his de-
fen

d
ers o

n
 th

e Ju
d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee 

about-die June 23 tape recording after 
rev

iew
in

g
 it in

 M
ay

. T
h

e P
resid

en
t's 

statem
ent suggests that he had forgot-

ten
 h

is attem
p
t o

n
 Ju

n
e 2

3
, 1

9
7
2
, to

 
call off the F

B
I investigation of W

ater-
g
ate an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 rem

in
d
ed

 o
n
ly

 in
 

M
ay 1974, w

hen he review
ed the tape. 

B
u
t th

e tran
scrip

t itself, n
o
t y

et 
av

ailab
le to

 m
o
st H

o
u
se m

em
b
ers 

M
onday afternoon, reveals m

uch m
ore: 

L
ess th

an
 a w

eek
 after th

e W
aterg

ate 
b
reak

-in
, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

as d
eep

ly
 in

-
volved in the cover-up and aw

are of all 
significant facts w

hich did not becom
e 

p
u
b
lic u

n
til n

early
 a y

ear later. T
h
at 

this knnw
ledge could have been forgot-

ten by the P
resident defies credulity. 

T
he June 23 conversations betw

een 
the P

resident and H
. R

. H
aldem

an put 
in focus the transcripts of M

arch 1973. 
It is now

 clear M
r. N

ixon's expressions 
of surprise w

hen W
hite H

ouse counsel 
John W

. D
ean III described to him

 the 
ex

ten
t o

f th
e co

v
er-u

p
 w

ere a sh
am

. 
W

h
at D

ean
 rev

ealed
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e  

know
n to M

r. N
ixon by H

aldem
an 10 

m
onths earlier. 
T

h
at d

em
o
lish

es th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

line that D
ean started the conspiracy. 

Y
et, during the nationally televised de-

bate, the 10 N
ixon defenders w

ere per-
m

itted to go through the fiction of de-
scribing D

ean as the villain of W
ater-

gate w
ho had betrayed his P

resident. 
W

h
en

 th
e scan

d
al b

ro
k
e o

p
en

 in
 

A
p
ril 1

9
7
3
, th

e P
resid

en
t p

ersu
ad

ed
 

H
aig to' leave the arm

y and becom
e his 

ch
ief o

f staff after assu
ran

ces th
at h

e 
w

as •personally involved in no w
rong-

doing. H
aig w

orked w
ith the P

resident 
o
n
 h

is n
o
w

 rep
u
d
iated

 statem
en

t o
f 

M
ay 22, 1973, putting a national secu-

rity •blanket over W
atergate, after be-

in
g
 in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 th

at h
is 

m
em

ory w
as hazy about details. 

W
h
en

 H
aig

 fin
ally

 learn
ed

 th
e fu

ll 
truth a w

eek ago, the P
resident's resig-

n
atio

n
 w

as d
iscu

ssed
, th

en
 rejected

. 
U

ncom
prehending R

epublican congres-
sional leaders w

ere inform
ed M

onday 
b
y
 N

ix
o
n
 d

efen
se law

y
er Jam

es S
t. 

C
lair th

at, o
n
 th

e co
n
trary

, th
e P

resi-
dent feels w

hat he has done is not suf-
ficien

t g
ro

u
n
d
s fo

r im
p
each

m
en

t an
d
 

in
ten

d
s to

 to
u
g
h
 it o

u
t. If so

, h
e w

ill 
fig

h
t w

ith
 h

is o
n
ce-in

tran
sig

en
t h

ard
-

core of supporters destroyed irrevoca-
bly by the realization of tw

o years of 
deception. 
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