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N
bion Statem

ent 	
W

 i 
on

 1972 T
alk

s th
 H

ald
em

an
 

S
tatem

ent by the P
resident: 

I have today instructed m
y attor-

neys to m
ake available to the H

ouse 
Judiciary C

om
m

ittee, and I am
 m

ak-
in

g
 p

u
b
lic, th

e tran
scrip

ts o
f th

ree 
conversations w

ith H
. R

, H
aldem

an 
on June 23, 1972. I have also turned 
o
v
er th

e tap
es o

f th
ese co

n
v
ersa-

tions to Judge S
irica, as part of the 

process of m
y com

pliance w
ith the 

S
uprem

e C
ourt ruling. 

O
n
 A

p
ril 2

9
, in

 an
n
o
u
n
cin

g
 m

y
 

decision to m
ake public the original 

set o
f W

h
ite H

o
u
se tran

scrip
ts, I 

stated that "as far as w
hat the P

res-
ident personally knew

 and did-w
ith 

regard to W
atergate and the cover-

up is concerned, these m
aterials—

to
g
eth

er w
ith

 th
o
se alread

y
 m

ad
e 

available—
w

ill tell it all." 
S

hortly after that, in M
ay, I m

ade 
a prelim

inary review
 of som

e of the 
64 taped conversations subpoenaed 
by the special prosecutor. 

A
m

o
n
g
 th

e co
n
v
ersatio

n
s I lis-

ten
ed

 to
 at th

at tim
e w

ere tw
o
 o

f 
th

o
se o

f Ju
n
e 2

3
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 I rec-

ognized that these presented poten-
tial p

ro
b
lem

s, I d
id

 n
o
t in

fo
rm

 m
y
 

staff o
r m

y
 co

u
n
sel o

f it, o
r th

o
se 

arg
u
in

g
 m

y
 case, n

o
r d

id
 I am

en
d
 

m
y
 su

b
m

issio
n
 to

 th
e Ju

d
iciary

 

C
om

m
ittee in order to include and 

reflect it. A
t th

e tim
e, I d

id
 n

o
t 

realize th
e ex

ten
t o

f th
e im

p
lica-

tio
n
s w

h
ich

 th
ese co

n
v
ersatio

n
s 

m
ig

h
t n

o
w

 ap
p
ear to

 h
av

e. A
s a 

resu
lt, th

o
se arg

u
in

g
 m

y
 case, as 

w
ell as those passing judgm

ent on 
th

e case, d
id

 so
 w

ith
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

th
at w

as in
co

m
p
lete an

d
 in

 so
m

e 
respects erroneous. T

his w
as a seri-

ous act of om
ission for w

hich I take 
fu

ll resp
o
n
sib

ility
 an

d
 w

h
ich

 I 
deeply regret. 

S
in

ce th
e • S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt's d

e-
cision 12 days ago, I have ordered 
m

y counsel to analyze the 64 tapes, 
and I have listened to a num

ber of 
them

 m
yself. T

his process has m
ade 

it clear that portions of the tapes of 
these June 23 conversations are at 
v
arian

ce w
ith

 certain
 o

f m
y
 p

re-
vious statem

ents. T
herefore, I have 

ordered the transcripts m
ade avail-

ab
le im

m
ed

iately
 to

 th
e Ju

d
iciary

 
C

o
m

m
ittee so

 th
at th

ey
 can

 b
e re-

flected
 in

 th
e co

m
m

ittee's rep
o
rt, 

an
d
 in

clu
d
ed

 in
 th

e reco
rd

 to
 b

e 
c
o
n
sid

e
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 a
n
d
 

S
enate. 
In a form

al w
ritten statem

ent on 
M

ay
 2

2
 o

f last y
ear, I said

 th
at 

shortly after the W
atergate break-in 

I becam
e concerned about the possi- 

b
ility

 th
at th

e F
B

I in
v
estig

atio
n
 

m
ig

h
t lead

 to
 th

e ex
p
o
su

re eith
er 

of unrelated covert activities of the 
C

IA
, or of sensitive national securi-

ty m
atters that the so-called "plum

-
bers" unit at the W

hite H
ouse had 

been w
orking on, because of the C

IA
 

an
d
 O

m
- A

lbers connections of som
e 

o
f th

o
se

 in
v
o
lv

e
d
. I sa

id
 th

a
t I 

therefore gave instructions that, the 
F

B
I should be alerted to coordinate 

w
ith

 th
e C

IA
, an

d
 to

 en
su

re' th
at 

th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
 n

o
t ex

p
o
se th

ese 
sensitive national security m

atters: 
T

hat statem
ent w

as based on m
y 

recollection at the tim
e—

som
e 

m
o
n
th

s later—
p
lu

s d
o
cu

m
en

tary
 

m
aterials and relevant public testi-

m
ony of those involved. , 
T

he. June 23 tapes clearly show
, 

h
o
w

ev
er, th

at at th
e tim

e I g
av

e 
th

o
se in

stru
ctio

n
s I also

 d
iscu

ssed
 

the political aspects of the situation, 
and that I w

as aw
are of the advan• 

tag
es th

is co
u
rse o

f actio
n
 w

o
u
ld -

have w
ith respect to lim

iting possi-
ble public exposure of involvem

ent 
b
y
 p

erso
n
s co

n
n
ected

 w
ith

 th
e re-

election com
m

ittee. 
M

y review
 of the additional tapes 

h
as, so

 far, sh
o
w

n
 n

o
 o

th
er m

ajo
r 

in
co

n
sisten

cies w
ith

 w
h
at I h

av
e  

previously subm
itted. W

hile I have 
no w

ay at -this stage of being certain 
that there w

ill not be others, I have 
no reason to believe that there w

ill 
b
e. In

 an
y
 case, th

e tap
es in

 th
eir 

en
tirety

 are n
o
w

 in
 th

e p
ro

cess o
f 

being furnished to Judge S
irica. H

e 
h
as b

eg
u
n
 w

h
at m

ay
 b

e a rath
er 

len
g
th

y
 p

ro
cess o

f rev
iew

in
g
 th

e 
tapes; passing on specific claim

s of 
ex

ecu
tiv

e p
riv

ileg
e o

n
 p

o
rtio

n
s o

f 
them

, and forw
arding to the special 

prosecutor those tapes or those por-
tions-that are relevant to the W

ater-
gate investigation. 

It is h
ig

h
ly

 u
n
lik

ely
 th

at th
is re-

view
 w

ill be. com
pleted in tim

e for 
the H

ouse debate: It appears at this 
stage, how

ever, that a H
ouse vote on 

im
peachm

ent is, as a practical m
at-

ter, virtually a foregone conclusion, 
and that the issue w

ill therefore go 
to

 trial in
 th

e S
en

ate. In
 o

rd
er to

 
en

su
re th

at n
o
 o

th
er sig

n
ifican

t 
relev

an
t m

aterials are w
ith

h
eld

, I 
shall voluntarily furnish to the S

en 
ate everything from

 these tapes that 
Judge S

irica rules should go to the 
special presebutor. 

I reco
g
n
ize th

at th
is ad

d
itio

n
al 

m
aterial I am

 n
o
w

 fu
rn

ish
in

g
 m

ay
 

S
ee S

T
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

, A
13, C

ol. 4 

ST
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

, From
 A

l 
further dam

age m
y case, especially 

because- attention' w
ill be draw

n se-
p
arately

 to
 it rath

er th
an

 to
 th

e 
evidence in its entirety. In consider-
in

g
 its im

p
licatio

n
s, th

erefo
re, I 

u
rg

e th
at tw

o
 p

o
in

ts b
e b

o
rn

e in
 

m
ind. 	

. 
• T

h
e first o

f th
ese p

o
in

ts is to
 

rem
em

ber w
hat actually happened 

as a result of the instructions I gave 
on June 23. A

cting -D
irector G

ray of 
the F

B
I did coordinate w

ith D
irec-

tor H
elm

s and D
eputy D

irector W
al- 

ters of the C
IA

. T
he C

IA
 did under-

tak
e an

 ex
ten

siv
e ch

eck
 to

 see 
w

hether any of its covert activities 
w

ould be com
prom

ised by a full F
B

I 
investigation of W

atergate. D
eputy 

D
irector W

alters then reported back 
to M

r. G
ray that they w

ould not be 
co

m
p
ro

m
ised

. O
n
 Ju

ly
 6

,• w
h
en

 I 
called

 M
r. G

ray
, an

d
 w

h
en

 h
e ex

-
pressed concern about im

proper at-
tem

pts to lim
it his investigation, as 

th
e reco

rd
 sh

o
w

s, I to
ld

 h
im

 to
 

press ahead vigorously w
ith his in- 

vestigation—
w

hich he. did. 	
- 

T
he second point I w

ould urge is 

that the evidence be looked at in its 
en

tirety
, an

d
 th

e ev
en

ts b
e lo

o
k
ed

 
at in perspective. •, W

hatever m
is-

takes I m
ade in the handling of W

a-
tergate, the basic truth rem

ains that 
w

hen all the facts w
ere brought to 

m
y attention, I insisted on a full in-

vestigation and prosecution of those 
g
u
ilty

. I am
 firm

ly
 co

n
v
in

ced
 th

at 
the record, in its entirety, does not 
justify the extrem

e step of im
peach-

m
ent and rem

oval of a P
resident. I 

trust that as the • constitutional pro-
cess goes forw

ard, this perspective 
w

ill prevail. 


