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ongressien
Getting Replay
Of Nixon Tape

By William Chapman
Washington Post Staff Writer

It isn’t every day your or-
dinary congressman gets to
eavesdrop on his President
in private conversation, and
so ‘some of ‘them started
making the most of the op-
portunity yesterday.

Small groups of HOuse'

members collected in four
separate -rooms, clamped
headsets over their ears,
and settled down to hear
what John W. Dean III said
to President Nixon on
March 13, 1973, or what
President Nixon said into

his ‘personal Dictabelt on.

June 20, 1972,
What they heard didn’t
seem to change their minds

about whether or not to im- -

peach the President.

“Very depressing,” said
Rep. James V. Stanton (D-
Ohie), who some time ag0
announced he’d vote for im-
peachment.

“What I heard today is
not all that unusual,” said
Rep. Jack Edwards (R-Ala.),
who has said he’s yet to see
evidence of an impeachable
offense. .

The unusual listen-in
which began yesterday was
part of the House Judiciary
Committee’s effort to give
all 435 House members the
chance to hear the same evi-
dence that it heard in arriv-
ing at an impeachment rec-
ommendation.

All week long, following -

an elaborate schedule
worked out by Judiciary
Committee Chairman Peter
W. Rodino (D-N.J.), congress-
men can hear the key tapes
obtained by the committee.

They are screened at the -

doorway by House doormen
trained to recognize their
faces, and visitors are not al-
lowed in.

By their reactions, few
congressmen heard anything
they hadn’t expected or
hadn’t read in transeripts al-
ready made public.

Democrats who long have
favored impeachment found
confirmation for their views,

“The thing that most sur-
prised me was the amount
of involvement the Presi-
dent had in the neetings
when they were talking.
about trying to influence
the Banking Committee or
the Ervin committée,” said
Rep. Bella Abzug (D-N.Y.), a
proponent of impeachment.
“There was more back and
forth participation than I
had thought. The important
thing was how much he
knew what was going on and
that he gave so many in-
structions.”

Even those sympathetic to
Mr. Nixon agreed that it
could not be argued that he
was being directed by subor-
dinates.

“When the transeripts

came out, some of us felt

that the President was being
led by his subordinates,” ob-
served Rep. Robert™W. Dan-
iel Jr. (R-Va.). “But I don’t
get'that from the tapes. He
allows " them to interrupt
and to disagree with him;
but its clear he’s not allow-
ing them to bully him.”

_But Daniel had not .de-
cided whether, all in all,”

hearing the tapes made him
more or less disposed to
vote for impeachment.
‘Congressman Edwards be-
lieves he sensed that the
Nixon administration’s dis-

trust of the news media had ’

a lot to do with how they
planned to deal with Water-
. gate.,

“A lot 6f what transpired

had to do with the feeling’

that the press was out to get
them and that they couldn’t
level with the media,” he
said. “They reacted in the
wrong way because they

misperceived what the press

would say.”

Edwards said he also de-
tected a theme familar in
discussions among Republi-

cans—that they hadn’t

learned how to play polities
as well as Democracts had.
Edwards explained:

“When he was talking ahouy .
showing up The W ashington..
Post, or monkeying arvound
with television licenses, or -
using the government agen--
cies—that’s the old Republi--
can theory that we have got -
to learn to play the game
like the Democrats do. I.
could see what he was talk- )
ing ahout because a lot of us -
‘have talked at times about
how the Dembcrats are better
this game than we are.

“On the whole, T flet a fit-
tle  hetter after hearing
them than when I went in.”

Edwards took - notes,-
and when he came to a .
March 13, 1973, conversation
with Dean, former White.
House counsel, he made this
notation: “First place Presi-. -
dent gets an inkling the,
White House is involved.”

Some have heard the
same words and concludeq
that the President knew the .
whole story then, rather:
than on March 21 as he has.
said repeatedly. .

“Well,”  said Edwards,-

“he kuew that (Gordon) Stra-

chan  was  involved (on
March 13 and it seemed-.. .
then that (H.R.) Haldeman .
knew something. But it was: - -
no big expose. It was no-
where near what he learned: -
on March 21.” :
Those who feel Mr. Nixon o
is guilty merely found their:.. -

suspicions confirmed. *
“Everyone knew what they!:
were doing (in the
conversations) and that it
Was a massive conspiracy to .. -
obstruct justice,” said Rep.”
Ben Rosenthal (D-N.Y), a
pro-impeachment member, -

Hearing the tapes gave R+
senthal an “eerie kind ¢
feeling. I never listened in
before when people didn’t..
know I was listening.”

Rosenthal discovered ome.

difference of opinion with a
Democratic colleague wiho-
also favors impeachment. - .

- “My friend said he thinks -
that the tapes should be de-:
stroyed hecause he doesn’t
want to have the American
people ever hear such talk . .
by their President,” Rosen- -

. thal said.

“I had just the opposite -
reaction. I’d like to put them .
in a museum to show pegple .
how the power of govern-
ment can be used.” :



