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Testimony before th en~
ate Rules Committee yestex-
day was overwhelmmglv op-
posed to making any major.
changes in the century-old,
rules: that would govern an
impeachment trial for Pre51
dent Nixon.

But' there was generaI
agreement among thosetes-
tifying’ that the trial should
be televised.

The committee, meetmg
in closed session, heard tes::
timomy from eight senators,
on whether the 106-ye§r-old
rules laid down for ’ché impy,
peachment trial of Premdentﬁ
Andrew Johnson in 1868
should be updated. ‘

“The majority of those
who appeared favored the.
old 'rules,” said Senator
Howard Canpon (Dem.
Nev.), chairman of the com—
mittee.

Cannon  said 1t was be~
lieved that by changmg the.
impeachment rules “‘in the.
middle of the game” many
people would have the im-
pressmn “that perhaps,
we’re not being fair with the’
person being charged.”.

The Senate would fry Mr..
Nixon under 26 rules of pro-
cedure, including one that
would permit a committee’
of 12 senators to questlon

him in the White House,"

The rules go into mmute
detail on how the Senate
must conduct itself. They
provide for a special oath or,
affirmation, committing' the.
senators to administer “im-"
partial justice’ when sitting
as impeachment jurors. ‘

The President has the
choice, under the rules, of’
whether to appear in per-
sons during the impeach-'
ment trial or be repr esented
by counsel:

If the Senidte w1shed, 1L
could issue its own subpoe-
nas for the Watergate tapes.
The rules give the Senate
broad subpoena power dur-
ing impeachment trials and
the power ‘“to- punish'in a
summary way contempts of,
and msobedlence to, its au-
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