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B

y L
ou C

annon 
and D

avid S. B
roder 

W
ashington P

ost 

W
ashington 
P

resident N
ixon seriously 

considered the option of re-
signing and tem

porarily re-
jected

 it, in
fo

rm
ed

 W
h
ite 

H
ouse sources said yester-

day. 

T
hey said that M

r. N
ixon, 

a
w

a
re

 th
a
t h

is h
o
p
e
s o

f 
a
v
e
rtin

g
 im

p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t 

w
ould be seriously dam

aged 
by his latest transcribed dis-
closures, brought up the pos-
sibility of resignation S

un-
day at a C

am
p D

avid m
eet-

in
g
 w

ith
 h

is to
p
 aid

es. T
h
e 

P
resident also discussed the 

p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f lettin
g
 V

ice 
P

resident G
erald F

ord take 
o
v
e
r te

m
p
o
ra

rily
 u

n
d
e
r 

p
ro

v
isio

n
s o

 f th
e
 2

5
th

 
A

m
endm

ent to the U
.S

. C
on-

stitution, these sources said. 
D

uring the discussion, ac-
cording to one source, presi-
d
en

tial assistan
t P

atrick
 J. 

B
uchanan and W

hite H
ouse 

defense law
yer Jam

es D
. S

t. 
C

lair pictured M
r. N

ixon's 
situation as virtually unsal-
v
ag

eab
le. T

h
ey

 seem
ed

 to
 

be counseling the P
resident 

th
at 

his only alternative to 
im

peachm
ent and conviction 

JA
M

E
S

 D
. S

T
. C

L
A

IR
 

L
eg

al d
ifficu

lties 

is resignation from
 office. 

A
lex

an
d
er M

. H
aig

, th
e 

W
hite H

ouse chief of staff, 
also painted a grim

 picture 
to W

hite H
ouse staff m

em
-

b
ers. H

 e in
fo

rm
ed

 th
em

 
ahead of tim

e yesterday af-
tern

o
o
n
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
intended to m

ake available 
to the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

-
m

ittee "m
aterial th

at w
ill 

be dam
aging to us." 

In
 ta

lk
in

g
 to

 
th

e staff, 
H

aig spoke of "rough w
eeks 

ah
ead

" in
 reactio

n
 to

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t's release o

f h
ith

-
erto w

ithheld transcripts of  

conversations betw
een M

r. 
N

ixon and his onetim
e chief 

of staff, H
. R

. H
aldem

an. 

O
ne staff m

em
ber left the 

m
eetin

g
 say

in
g
 th

at "it's 
n
o
w

 o
n
ly

 a m
atter o

f tim
e 

for the P
resident." A

nother 
said: "It's a brand new

 ball 
g
a
m

e
 a

n
d
 w

e
're

 in
 th

e
 

fo
u
rth

 q
u
arter w

ith
 t h

 e 
score 21-0 against us," 

O
ne source said M

r. N
ixon 

seriously 
h
ad

 w
eig

h
ed

 th
e 

possibility of an im
m

ediate 
resignation. A

nother source 
said

 th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 in
- 

A
L

E
X

A
N

D
E

R
 H

A
IG

 
'R

o
u

g
h

 w
eeks ah

ead
' 

structed one of his speech-
w

riters to prepare "m
aterial 

that could be used in a resig-
n
atio

n
 sp

eech
" w

h
ile em

-
p
h
asizin

g
 th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

had m
ade no decision to step 

dow
n. 

S
till an

o
th

er so
u
rce said

 
that the P

resident had given 
his greatest consideration to 
invoking the 25th A

m
end-

m
ent, intended to allow

 for 
p
resid

en
tial su

ccessio
n
 in

 
cases of disability. 

A
t the C

am
p D

avid m
eet-

ing, M
r. N

ixon appeared to 

R
A

Y
 PR

IC
E

 
N

ixo
n

's sp
eech

 w
riter 

b
e th

e o
n
ly

 p
erso

n
 w

h
o
 

thought the 25th A
m

endm
ent 

option w
orthy of serious con-

sideration, said one source. 
S

t. C
lair, H

aig
, 

B
uchanan 

an
d
 p

resid
en

tial s p
 e e c 'h

-
w

rite
r R

a
y
 P

ric
e
 a

ll o
p
- 

p
o
sed

 th
e id

ea. 	
• 

"F
o
r th

e p
resen

t tim
e, at 

least, 
that option has been 

foreclosed," the source said. 
P

rice w
as d

escrib
ed

 b
y
 

th
is sam

e so
u
rce as ag

ree-
ing that M

r. N
ixon's position 

w
as nearly hopeless but sug-

g
estin

g
 th

at h
e ag

ain
 tak

e  

his case to the people. H
aig 

described the P
resident's al-

tern
ativ

es as "d
ep

ressin
g
" 

an
d
 rep

o
rted

ly
 to

o
k
 n

 o
 

strong position on any of the 
options discussed. 

T
he 25th A

m
endm

ent op-
tion w

as raised by M
r. N

ix-
o
n
 after S

t. C
lair an

d
 B

u
-

chanan brought up the op-
tion of outright resignation. 
M

r. N
ixon told his aides he 

is not prepared to resign at 
this tim

e and questioned B
u-

chanan and S
t. C

lair about 
th

e accu
racy

 o
f th

eir g
rim

 
im

peachm
ent assessm

ent. 

"H
e w

asn't quite prepared 
to accept how

 bad it really 
is," th

e so
u
rce said

, an
d
 

added: "H
e w

ouldn't believe 
all of this. . . . H

e w
ishes he 

heard som
ething else." 

S
t. C

lair concentrated on 
the legal difficulties posed 
by the P

resident's prospec-
tive release of the H

aldem
an 

tapes. B
uchanan delivered a 

gloom
y political assessm

ent, 
advising the P

resident that 
S

enate conviction is becom
-

ing m
ore likely every day. 

"I w
ish

 y
o
u
 h

ad
n
't said

 
that," the P

resident report-
ed

ly
 rep

lied
 in

 a tone that 
the source described as one 
of sadness, not of anger. 


