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F
o

rd
 W

o
n

't T
a
lk

 A
b

o
u

t Im
p

ea
ch

m
en

t A
n

y
m

o
re 

W
ashington 	

• 

V
ice P

resid
en

t G
erald

 R
. 

F
o
rd

, th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 
su

cceed
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 if 

h
e w

ere rem
o

v
ed

 fro
m

 o
f-

fice, took him
self out of the 

im
peachm

ent debate yester-
day. 

It w
ould do no good to re-

p
eat statem

en
ts th

at M
r. 

N
ix

o
n

 is n
o
t g

u
ilty

 o
f an

y
  

im
peachable offense, 

F
ord 

said
. 

F
o

rd
 said

 h
e w

as fly
in

g
 

b
ack

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 fro

m
 

N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s w

h
e
n
 h

 e
 

learned of M
r. N

ixon's state-
m

en
t th

at h
e h

ad
 co

n
cealed

 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 a b

u
 u

 t W
ater-

g
ate. F

o
rd

 said
 h

e h
ad

 not 
listen

ed
 to

 th
e tap

es o
f th

e 
three conversations that M

r: 
N

ixon. released. 

In a statem
ent, F

ord said: 

-"T
he public interest is no 

lo
n
g
er serv

ed
 b

y
 rep

etitio
n
 

o
f m

y
 p

re
v
io

u
s
ly

 e
x
-

p
ressed

 b
elief th

at, o
n

 th
e 

b
a
sis o

f a
ll th

e
 e

v
id

e
n

c
e
 

know
n to m

e and the A
m

eri-
can

 p
eo

p
le, th

e P
resid

en
t is 

not guilty of an im
peachable 

o
ffen

se u
n

d
er 

the C
onstitu-

tion, -w
hich specifies trea-

son:  b
rib

ery
, h

ig
h
 crim

es  

and m
isdem

eanors. 	
. 

"In
asm

u
ch

 as ad
d
itio

n
al 

evidence 
is 

a
b
o
u
t to

 b
e
 

forthcom
ing from

 the P
resi-

dent—
w

hich he says m
ay be 

d
am

ag
in

g
-4

 in
ten

d
 to

 re-
spectfully decline to discuss 
im

p
each

m
en

t m
atters i n

 
p

u
b
lic o

r in
 resp

o
n
se to

 
questions . until - the m

atters 
are m

ore fully available." 
In a tacit acknow

ledgm
ent  

th
at th

e H
o
u
se is lik

ely
 to

 
p
ass articles o

f im
p
each

-
m

ent, F
ord said, "T

he w
hole 

truth should be the objective 
o

f th
e trial b

efo
re th

e S
en

- 
ate " 	

, 

H
e said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e re-

lieved of his presiding duties 
in

 an
 im

p
each

m
en

t trial 
and, since A

ndrew
 Johnson 

B
ack P

age C
ol. 5 

F
rom

 P
age I 

h
a
d

 n
 o

 v
ic

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t, 

"there are no precedents to 
g
u
id

e m
e ex

cep
t m

y
 o

w
n

 
com

m
on sense and m

y con-
science. 

"B
o
th

 tell m
e to let m

y 

w
idely know

n view
s on the 

im
p

each
m

en
t issu

e stan
d

 
u
n

til I h
a
v

e
 re

a
so

n
 to

 
ch

an
g

e th
em

 an
d

 to
 refu

se 
fu

rth
e
r c

o
m

m
e
n
t a

t th
is 

tim
e." 

Ford 
said

 h
e 

prom
ised 

C
ongress w

hen he w
as ap- 

pointed he w
ould be a "calm

 
com

m
unicator a n d ready 

co
n

ciliato
r" b

u
t, h

e said
, 

"T
he P

resident and the C
on-

gress are now
 in an adver-

sary relationship. 
"T

he buoiness of govern-
m

en
t m

u
st g

o
 o

n
 an

d
 th

e  

genuine needs of the 
m

u
st b

e serv
ed

. b
ete 

can
 m

ak
e a b

etter co
n
t.,: u

-
tio

n
 to

 th
is en

d
 b

y
 n

o
t in

-
v
o
lv

in
g
 m

y
self in

 an
 im

-
peachm

ent debate in w
hich I 

have no constitutional role." 
U

n
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