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'A Serious Aci of Omlssnon'

Text of Nixon's

Washmgton r* '

“Here is the text of a writ-
ten statement issued yester-
day by President Nizon:

.I have today instructed
my attorneys to make avail-
able to the House Judiciary
Committee, and I am mak-
igg public, the transcripts of
three ‘conversations with H.
R. Haldeman on June 23,
1972. 1 have also turned over
the tapes of these conversa-

tions to Judge John J. Siri-

ca; as;part of the process of

(
{
‘

my compliance with the Su-"

preme Court ruhng

On April 29, in announcing
my decision to make public
the ~original set of White
House transcripts, I stated

that, Has far as what the .

Presitlent personally knew
and did with regard to Wat-
ergate and the coverup; is
cdncerned, these materials—
tegether with those already
made available — will teil
it all.”

Shqrtly after 1that in May
[" made a preliminary re-
vleW»ot some of the 64 taped
‘conversations’  subpoenaed
by the special prosecutor.

Among the conversations
listened to at that time were
two of those of June 23. Aj-

though I recognized that

these presented potential
problems, I did not inform
my staff or my counsel of it,
or those arguing my case.
nor did I amend my submi‘s—
sion ‘to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in order to mclude
“and reﬂect it. ~

LAt the time, T did not real
ize the extent of the implica-
tions which these conversa-
tions might now appear to
have. As a result, those
arguing my case, as well as
those passing judgment op
the case, did so with infor-
mation that was incomplete
and in some respects erro-
neous. This was a serious
act of omission for whlch I
take full respons1b1hty and
whach I deeply regret.-

Smce the Supreme Court S
decmon 12 days ago, I have
ordered my counsel to ana-
lyze the 64 tapes, and I have

. tlonnot:

‘ terlals and

listened To-a number of them
myself. This: ‘process "~ has
made it clear that portions
of the tapes of these June 23
conversations are at vari-
ance with certain of my pre-
vipus statements.

Therefore, I have ordered
the transcipts be made
available immediately tothe

Judlcmnﬁﬁﬁom{m
' they can be réflec
commlttee S report 3
cluded in the. record

considered by the House nd.f

Senate.

In a formal ertten state-
ment on May 22 of last year,
I said that shortly after the
Watergate break-in I be-
came concerned about the
possibility - that :the FBI. in-

vestigation might lead to the :
exposure either of unrelated ' .
covert activitiesuof ‘the ‘GIA, .

or of sensitive national'secu-
rity . miatters - that the iso-
called ‘‘Plumbers” unit at

the Whlte House had begn ‘

workmg on, because of the
CIA “and Plumbers connec-
tions: of some of those in-
volved

I saids ’that I ttflerefore
gave Iinstructions thia't the

FBI shouldsbedalented to

ordmate with the CIA and
to ensure that the mvestma
pose these sensi-

“tive "natiohal security mat-

ters.

That statement was hased
on my recollection at tne
tlme — some 11 months lat-

er — plus dt)%ument y ma-

The June” 23 tape c early
show, however that t the
time I gave- tzhose inst;
tions I also dlscus.sie e po-
litical” -aspects of ‘the s1tua-
tion, and that 1,
the advantages

his " course
of action# would have with
Tespect 1o limiting possible
public exposure of involve-
ment by gpersons sconnected
:vlth the re-election | commit-
ee

&

My review o@he addition-
al t%pes has, so far, shown
no major inconsistencies
with what I have previously
submitted. While I have no
way "at this stage of being
certain that there will not be
others, I have no reason: to
believe that there will be.

In any case, the taapes in
their entirety are now in the
process of being furnished to
Judge Sirica. He has begun
what may be a rather
lengthy process of reviewing

the tapes, passing on specif- :

ict claims of executive privi-

. lege” on portions of them,

and forwarding to the spe-
ctal prosecutor those tapes
or those portions that are
relevant to the Watergate in-

. vestlgatlon

It is highly unlikely that
this review will be complet-

le House de-
It appears at this
stage, however, that a
House vote of impeachment
is, as a practical ‘matter,
vutually a foregone conclu-

. Sion, and that the issue will

rherefore go to trial in the
Senate In order to ensure
that no other significant rel-
evant ymaterials are with-

held, T.shall voluntarily fur-"

nish to the Senate eyery-
thing from these tapes that
Judge Sirica rules should go
to the special prnSecutor

I' recognize that this addi-
tionaP*m&terial 1 am now
furnishing  may further dam-
age my-case, especially be-
cause ‘attention © will “be
drawn separately to it rath-
er than to the evidence in its
entirety. In considering -its
Imphcatlons,
urge that two points. be
borne in mind.

The first of these' pomts is
to remember what actually

. happened as a result of the

instructions I gave on June
23. Acting Director (L. Pat-

rick) ‘Gray of the FBI did’
coordinate with Director"

(Richard M.) Heims and
Deputy ‘Director (Vernon
Al) Walters of the CIA. The

- CIA did undertake an exten-

therefore, - T -

sive check to see whether
anyi of its;covert activities
would: be compromised by a
full, FBI investigation of
W atel gate. by

Deputy Director Walters
then reported back to Mr.
Gray that they would not be
compromised. On July' g,
when I called Mr. Gray, and
when he expressed concern
about improper attempts, to
limit his investigation, .as

. the record shows, Itoldhlm

to press ahead vigorously
with  his investigation = —
whxch he did.

The second point 1 would
urge is that the evidence be
looked at in its entirety, and
the events be looked at in
perspective. Whatever mis-
takes I made in the handling
of Watergate the basic truth
remains that when all the
facts were brought to my at-
tention I insisted on a full in-
vestigation and prosecution
of those guilty. I am firmly
convinced that the record, in
its entirety, does not ]UStlfy
the ;;extreme step of . im-
peachment and removal of a
President. I trust that.as the
constitutional process goes
forward, this perspective
will prevail.

Statement



