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-Nixon Admits. He Slowed 
Watergate Break- 

Tapes Say 

Nixon OKd 

Coyerup 
By Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post 

Washington 

President Nixon personal-
ly agreed to a coverup of the 
facts of Watergate within six 
days after the illegal entry 
into the Democrats' national 
headquarters on June 17, 
1972, according to three new 
transcripts of Nixon's con-
versations released by t h e 
White. House yesterday. 

The transcripts, recount-
ing conversations on 'June 
23, 1972, between Mr. Nixon 
and H. R. Haldeman, then 
his White House chief of 
staff, completely undermine 
the PresiOent's previOus in-
sistence that he waSunin-
volvedln the coverup. 

Instead, t h e transcripts 
show the President directed 
efforts to hide the involve-
ment of his aides in the Wa-
tergate. break-in through a 
series of orders to conceal 
crucial details about the 
break-in already known to 
himself but not to the FBI. 

SpeCifically, t h e tran-
scripts show that by June 23, 
1972, Mr. Nixon had been in-
formed by Haldeman that 
presidential campaign funds 
could' b e traced through 
Mexico and elsewhere to one 
of the Watergate burglars. 

In addition, Haldeman in-
formed Mr. Nixon that he 
believed f or m e r Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell, 
then the President's r e-
election campaign manager, 
knew in advance of the Wa-
tergate operation. 

In re sp ons e, the tran-
s c r i.p t s demonstrate, Mr. 
Nixon: approved a plan to 
have t h e Central Intelli-
gence Agency falsely claim 
that a full FBI investigation 
into Watergate would expose 
covert operations o f the 
agency. 
Previously. the President 

has insisted that he had ap- 
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proved such a plan only in 
the interests of "national se-
curity" and that political 
considerations played n 
role in his decision. 

The transcriptions demon-
strated that exactly the op-
posite was the case. 

Haldeman first proposed 
the coverup scheme, accord-
ing to the transcripts at a 
morning meeting in which 
he told Mr. Nixon: 

"You know the Democrat-
c break-in thing, we're 

back in the problem area 
because the FBI is not under 
control, because (acting FBI 
director L. P ick) Gray 
doesn't exac 	ow how to 
control it 	y have - 
their' investi, 	n is now 
leading into Mime productive 
areas — . . . and it goes ii„i.-i 

some directions we don 
'Want it to go." -2 

Haldeman suggested ,hav-
ing CIA deputy director Ver-
non Walter s tell Gray, 
"Stay to hell out of this, this 
is ah, businesstere we d 't 
want you to-,-go any fur 
on it." 

Then Haldeman told the 
President that a $2,5,000 
check from Minnesota busi-
nessman Kenneth H. Dahl-
berg and a presidential cazi 
paign contribution from 
as could be traced through 
Mexico to the Watergate 
burglars. 

Haldeman, according to 
the transcripts, then asked 
the President about how to 
handle the FBI probe: "And 
you seem to think the thing 
to do is get them to stop?" 

"Right, fine," the Presi-
dent replied. 

From that moment on, the 
transcripts make clem the 
Watergate coverup vnts 
motion with the full $1110W-
ledge, acquiesence andeven 
direction of the President. 

Moments later in that ini-
tial 95 - minute conversation 
on the morning of June 23, 
t h e President specifically 
described what Haldeman 
should tell the CIA: 

"When you get in --- when 
you get in (unintelligible) 
people; say, 'Look the prob-
lem is that this will open the 
whole Bay of Pigs thing, and 
the President just feels that  

ah, without going into the 
details — don't, don't lie to 
them to the extent to say 
there is no involvement, but 
just say this is a comedy of 
errors without getting into 
it, the President believes 
that it is itaing to open the 

whole Bay of Pigs thing up 
again.' 

"And, ah," the President 
co inued, "Because these 
people are plugging for (un-
intelligible) and that they 
should call the FBI in and 
(unintelligible) don't go any 
further into this case peri-
od!" 

The ftiscripts also seem 
to indicate that, on June 23, 
the President somehow sus-
pected or knew of the in-
volvement of former White 
House aide G. Gordon Liddy 
in the break-in several days 
before t h at fact became 
known to the FBI. Liddy was 
later convicted of being the 
operational chief o f the 
break-in team. 

After being informed 'that 
Mitittl' I probably knew in 
adyaiee about the break-in, 
the President asked Halde-
man: "He (Mitchell) didn't 
know how it was going to be 
handled though — with 
Dahlberg and the Texans 
and so forth? Well, who was 
the asshole that did? Is it 
Liddy? Is that the fellow? 
He must be a little nuts!" 

"He is," Haldeman , re-
plied. 

According to the tran-
script, Haldeman had not 
mentioned Liddy's n am e 
previously. It is not known 
why the President suspected 
Liddy at that point. The FBI 
did not learn of Liddy's pos-
sible involvement until sev-
eral days later. 

In:.the same conversation, 
Haldeman also told t h e 
President that the only way 
to get the CIA to call off the 
F B was for the White 
House: to order it. "They say 
the ,,only way to do that is 
from the White House in-
structions," Haldeman said. 

He then told.the President 
that the FBI suspected that 
the White House might be 
involved, as well as the CIA 
a n d Cubans with CIA 
connections. 

Mr. Nixon then said that, 
"I'm not going to get that 
involved," apparently yoic-
ing reluctance to personally 
contact CIA officials. 

"No, sir, we don't want  

you to," Haldeman replied. 
"You call them in," the 

President said, thus effec-
tively insulating himself. 

"Good deal." Haldeman 
said. 

"Play it tough," the presi-
dent said. "That's the way 
they play it and that's the 
way we are going to play 
it.' 
In the conversation be-

tween Haldeman and the 
President, held early tthat 
of rnoon, Mr. Nixon  in-
q 'red about former White 
House consultant E. Howard 
Hunt Jr.. whose name had 
been linked publicly with the 
Watergate burglary several 
days earlier. 

". . . This fellow Hunt," 
the President said. "Ah, he 
knows too damned much if 
he was involved —you hap-
pen to know that? If it gets 
out that this is all involved, 
the Cuba thing it would be a 
fiasc6: It would make the 
CIA look bad, it's going to 
make Hunt look bad . ."" 

An hour later, in the thhd 
meeting with the President 
that day, Haldeman report-
ed that he had spoken to 
Walters. "I' just said," 
Haldeman said, "that the 
thing was leading into direc-
tions that were going to cre-
ate problems because they 
were exploring leads that 
led back into areas that 
would be harmful to the CIA 
and .harmful to the govern-
ment." 

The CIA did get the FBI to 
postpone some crucial inter-
views for more than a week, 
according to previous testi-
mony in the Watergate case. 

I n discussing this, the 
President said in •one of 
most detailed previous Vat-
ergate statements said: 

"Elements of the earLY .  
post-Watergate reports led: 
me to suspect, incorrectly, 
that the CIA had been in 
some, Way involved . . . I 
sought to prevent the expo-
sure of these bovert national 
security activities, while en-
couraging those conducting 
the investigation to pursue 
their inquiry into the Water-
gate itself." 

At no time before the re-
lease of the transcripts yes-
terday had the' President 
ever acknowledged that 
such orders were given for 
political reasons and to hide 
the involvement of his Own 

- aides in the Watergate 
break-in. 
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PRESIDENT NIXON AND H. R. HALDEMAN 
Three transcripts were released of their meetings six days after the break-in 
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