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Jam
es S

t. C
lair, M

r. N
ixon's W

atergate 
co

u
n
sel, is a m

aster d
efen

se law
y
er 

an
d
 a n

o
tab

le au
th

o
rity

 o
n
 th

e C
o
n
sti-

tu
tio

n
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T
h
e p

ress h
as alw

ay
s b

een
 p

artial to
 

leg
al v

irtu
o
si; it h

as m
ad

e celeb
rities 

o
f co

u
n
tless d

efen
se law

y
ers, ran

g
in

g
 

from
 C

larence D
arrow

 to W
illiam

 K
un-

stler. S
t. C

lair is n
o
t flam

b
o
y
an

t, b
u
t 

h
e k

n
o
w

s h
o
w

 to
 m

ilk
 th

e m
ed

ia: It's 
alm

o
st im

p
o
ssib

le to
 tu

rn
 o

n
 th

e tu
b
e 

w
ith

o
u
t seein

g
 h

im
 in

 th
e act o

f sellin
g
 

th
e P

resid
en

t's in
n
o
cen

ce. 
T

h
e m

ed
ia's aw

e o
f M

r. S
t. C

lair's 
p
erfo

rm
an

ce w
as w

ell ex
p
ressed

 b
y
 an

 
often perceptive fellow

 colum
nist, W

il- 
liam

 B
u
ck

ley
, w

h
o
 said

, "H
e is th

e ad
-

v
o
c
a
te

 p
a
r e

x
c
e
lle

n
c
e
. H

e
 h

a
s su

c
- 

ceed
ed

 in
 d

iv
id

in
g
 th

e Ju
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iciary

 C
o
m

-
m

itte
e
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f th
e
 H

o
u
se
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d
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e
ttin
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co
u
rts an

d
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d
g
es an

d
 d

efen
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r-
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els an
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 fo
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o
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T
h
at, o

f co
u
rse, w

as b
efo

re th
e co

u
rt 

an
d
 th

e ju
d
g
es an

d
 th

e H
o
u
se co

m
m
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tee u

n
lo

ad
ed

 o
n
 M

r. S
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u
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c
lie

n
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e
t M

r. B
u
c
k
le

y
 w

a
s b
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o
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ean
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n
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g
 th

at th
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e C
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 d
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 th

e d
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general. 
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 th
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f w
h
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-

sp
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g
 in
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c
e
n
t d

a
y
s in

 b
o
th

 th
e
 

S
uprem

e C
ourt and the Judiciary C

om
- 

m
ittee, th

e assessm
en

t w
as, to

 say
 th

e 
least, w

id
e o

f th
e m

ark
. N

o
t ev

en
 th

e 
N

ixon m
em

bers on the high court w
ere 

im
p
ressed

 b
y
 th

e S
t. C

lair v
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n
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th
e C

o
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stitu
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o
t ev

en
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th

e m
o
st p
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u
b
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 th
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im

p
each

m
en
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m
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ittee b

o
u
g
h
t h
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u
m

en
ts eith

er. 
It is a failu

re o
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n
u
m

en
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o
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lair's stan
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g
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e
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o
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w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
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u
ld

 b
e arg

u
ed

 
th

at h
e to

o
k
 o

n
 a th
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k
less task
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 th
at h

e w
as h

an
d
icap

p
ed

 b
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 th
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P
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g
 all th

e sh
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d
 

the scenes. A
lso, it appears that M

r. S
t. 

C
lair h

ad
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n
ly

 to
 su

ch
 tap

es, 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts an
d
 o

th
er ev

id
en
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P
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en
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In
 sh

o
rt, M
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th
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ers M
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h
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 d
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m
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m
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f th
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en
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b
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 d
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 d
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b
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 b
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s b
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D
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 d
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t. C
lair. W

h
en

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
's law

y
er 

first c
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