
m
ost 

R
ow

lana Lim
ns and R

obert N
ovak 

A
U

G
 5 

1974 

A
 L

eaderless G
overnm

ent 
T

he w
ithdraw

al of P
resident N

ixon 
fto

m
 activ

e co
n
tro

l an
d
 d

irectio
n
 o

f 
the governm

ent is beginning to w
orry 

R
epublican leaders in C

ongress alm
ost 

as m
uch as the tidal w

ave of im
peach-

m
ent. 
V

irtually all contact has been severed 
b
etw

een
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's co

n
g
res-

sio
n
al lead

ers an
d
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. 

In
d
eed

, m
esm

erized
 b

y
 th

e fatal tu
rn

 
o
f ev

en
ts sin

ce th
e H

o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 
C

om
m

ittee voted its im
peachm

ent arti-
cles w

ith overw
helm

ing bipartisan m
a-

jo
rities last w

eek
, th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se is 

also
 d

an
g
ero

u
sly

 in
su

latin
g
 itself 

from
 vital decision-m

aking and w
orka-

d
ay

 o
p
eratio

n
s o

f its o
w

n
 ag

en
cies 

and departm
ents. O

nly foreign policy 
seem

s im
m

une and only because S
ec-

retary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er h

as 
unique standing. 

A
s o

n
e h

ig
h
-ran

k
in

g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
leader in the H

ouse told us: "T
hey have 

d
isap

p
eared

 in
to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

bunkers looking for an im
peachm

ent 
strategy that doesn't exist." 

T
h
e p

o
ten

tially
 critical lo

ss o
f ad

-
m

in
istratio

n
 in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 n

o
n
-im

.- 
peachrnent congressional business w

as 
dram

atized last T
uesday on the floor 

o
f th

e H
o
u
se. N

o
 O

v
al O

ffice sig
n
al 

w
as receiv

ed
 o

n
 th

e b
u
d
g
et-b

u
stin

g
 

m
ass tran

sit co
n
feren

ce rep
o
rt. T

h
e 

bill, carrying $800 m
illion m

ore for the 
cu

rren
t fiscal y

ear th
an

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse w

anted, w
as ticketed for routine 

passage 
A

t the last m
inute, R

ep. John A
nder-

son of Illinois, chairm
an of the H

ouse 

R
epublican C

onference, contacted R
ep. 

C
nalm

ers W
ylie of O

hio, a R
epublican 

m
em

b
er o

f th
e m

ass tran
sit su

b
co

m
-

m
ittee of the H

ouse B
anking C

om
m

it-
tee. T

ogether, they decided that a m
ot-

ion to recom
m

it the bill to conference 
w

ith the S
enate m

ight pass. W
ylie of-

fered it. A
nderson spoke for it and the 

b
ill w

as sen
t b

ack
 to

 co
n
feren

ce. ' 
"T

h
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a W
h
ite 

H
ouse operation for sure, but w

e never 
'heard a w

ord," A
nderson told us. 

L
ikew

ise, w
ithin the adm

inistration, 
C

abinet m
em

bers w
ho have had only 

o
n
e fo

rm
al m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

since m
cl-June are steering as clear as 

they can from
 asking W

hite H
ouse de-

cisions on new
 policy. 

T
hree. C

abinet m
em

bers told us they 
are sp

en
d
in

g
 m

u
ch

 o
f th

eir tim
e o

u
t-

side W
ashington, concentrating w

hen 
h
ere o

n
 d

raftin
g
 th

eir n
ew

 b
u
d
g
et 

req
u
ests fo

r n
ex

t y
ear an

d
 av

o
id

in
g
 

contact w
ith top presidential aides in-

side the W
hite H

ouse. 
T

he m
ood w

as sum
m

ed up by one: "I 
d
o
n
't ev

en
 th

in
k
 ab

o
u
t im

p
each

m
en

t  

b
ecau

se if I d
id

 I m
ig

h
t fin

d
 m

y
self 

pulling the ripcord and bailing out." 
E

ven in the desperately critical area 
o
f th

e eco
n
o
m

y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 h

as 
been avoiding' all but cursory involve-
m

ent. H
e has called a couple of highly 

p
u
b
licized

 b
u
t m

ean
in

g
less sessio

n
s 

w
ith

 b
ig

 b
u
sin

ess an
d
 p

riv
ate eco

n
o
-

m
ists. F

ar m
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t, h
o
w

ev
er, 

h
e
 h

a
s h

a
d
 n

o
t o

n
e
 sin

g
le

 p
riv

a
te

 
h
u
d
d
le w

ith
 D

r. A
rth

u
r B

u
rn

s, th
e 

c
h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 F

e
d
e
ra

l R
e
se

rv
e
 

B
o
ard

, sin
ce Jan

. 1
. In

 all th
at tim

e, 
B

u
rn

s h
as b

een
 to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

only for a few
 form

al m
eetings of the 

Q
u
ad

rird
, th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's to
p
-lev

el 
econom

ic policy body. 
N

o
tin

g
 th

e ab
sen

ce o
f th

e p
resti-

g
io

u
s B

u
rn

s at th
e m

u
ch

-b
ally

h
o
o
ed

 
July 11 W

hite H
ouse econom

ic session 
w

ith
 tcp

 in
d
u
strialists an

d
 p

riv
ate 

econom
ists, M

r. N
ixon in an attem

pt at 
hum

or said: "A
rthur talks to G

od and 
occasionally allow

s m
e to talk to him

." 
W

hat M
r. N

ixon did not say w
as that 

D
r. B

urps w
as not even invited. 

T
im

e
 a

n
d
 a

g
a
in

 th
e
se

 p
a
st fe

w
 

w
eeks the P

resident has abruptly can- 

celled or postponed one m
eeting after 

another w
ith his top •aides: S

ecretary 
of the T

reasury W
illiam

 S
im

on on the 
m

orning of July 30, S
ecretary of H

ous-
in

g
 Jam

es L
y
n
n
 o

n
 Ju

ly
 2

4
, .b

o
th

 re- 
scheduled, and tw

o m
eetings of his eco-

n
o
m

ic ad
v
isers last T

h
u
rsd

ay
 w

h
ich

 
still have not been held. 

E
ach

 •o
f th

o
se p

o
stp

o
n
em

en
ts d

i-
rectly

 resu
lted

 fro
m

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
:m

peachm
ent battle. 

Y
et, despite the desperate 24-hours-a-

day search for a w
ay out, the im

peach- 
m

ent noose continues to tighten. O
ne 

top-level R
epublican strategist is talk-

in
g
 ab

o
u
t "salv

ag
in

g
" so

m
e R

ep
u
b
li- 

can
s n

o
w

 lean
in

g
 to

w
ard

 • a p
ro

-im
-

p
each

m
en

t v
o
te, n

o
t to

 p
rev

en
t im

-
p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t b

u
t to

 m
a
k
e
 th

e
 v

o
te

 
slightly m

ore respectable for the P
resi-

dent. 
A

 S
outhern D

em
ocratic leader now

 
sees a better-than-even chance that the 
entire-D

em
ocratic delegations of N

orth 
C

aro
lin

a, G
eo

rg
ia an

d
 A

lab
am

a w
ill 

en
d
 u

p
 v

o
tin

g
 fo

r im
p
each

m
en

t. A
 

N
orthern pro-N

ixon R
epublican counts 

o
n
ly

 2
8
 S

o
u
th

ern
 D

em
o
crats ag

ain
st 

im
peachm

ent from
 M

aryland to T
exas. 

T
hus, no m

atter how
 m

uch the P
resi-

d
en

t co
n
tin

u
es to

 w
ith

d
raw

 fro
m

 th
e , 

w
o
rk

ad
ay

 o
p
eratio

n
s o

f th
e fed

eral 
governm

ent in pursuit of self-preserva- 
tio

n
, h

'r search
 fo

r salv
atio

n
 m

ay
 b

e 
d
o
o
m

ed
. T

h
e co

rn
in

g
 m

o
n
th

s, th
en

, 
w

ill test a novel proposition: W
hether 

the A
m

erican governm
lent can run it-

self w
ithout direction from

 the top. 
C

) 1974, F
ield E

nterprises Inc. 

"T
he W

hite H
ouse is insulating itself from

 
vital decision-m

aking and w
orkaday opera-

tions of its o' w
n agencies and departm

ents." 


