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64 Tapes Reported 
To Contain Material 
Damaging to Nixon 
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New • Statement 
Is Indicated 

By Peter Masley 
Washington Post'Staff Writer 

President Nixon called 
his top aides, def ens e 
lawyer and speechwriters 
to Camp David yesterday, 
indicating that a major 
new presidential st at e-
ment on Watergate or im- 
p e a eh ment was being 
considered. 

Deptity press secretary 
Gerald 1. Warren discounted 
the possibility that a Nixon 
speech was being readied. 
"I don't think you shoidd 
speculate along that line," 
he told reporters. 

However, he would not rule 
out the possibility of a new 
Nixon statement as the Houk 
draws nears debate and voting•
on three articles of impeach-
ment. , 

Late last week Warren de-
clined to discuss the strategy 
Mr. Nixon would use to ,de-
fend himself in the impeach-
ment process. The appearance 
at Camp David yesterday Of 
his , top aides suggested that 
the,, President had reached a 
major decision and was ,pre- 
paring to announce it. 	, 

Called *to the Maryland' Ca-
toctin JUGuntains presidential 
conaPound wet staff diief 
Alexander 	Jr., special counsel James e. St. Clair, 
press ,secretary- Ronald L. 
Ziegler, and speechwrifers 
Patrick Buchanan and Ray-
mond K. Price. 

Already at Clop David 
were the President and his 
family and Mr. Nixon's 
friend, C. G. (Bebe) Rebozo, 
all of whom arrived Satur-
day night. 

The President sident deyoted a 
large portion of his time last 
week listening to tape rec-
ordings of 64 White House 
conversations-that are being 
turned oyeroto U.S. District 
Court Judge John J. Silica 
under a Supreme Court or-
der for use in' the Sept. 9 
Watergate cover-up conspir- 

acy trial of former Nixon 
aides and campaign offi-
cials. 

After the House JudiciarY 
Committee reported out 
three impeachment articles 
for House consideration, the 
White House was•press,ed by 
newsmen for details ottwhat 
strategy Mr. Nixon was pre-
paring to defend himself, 
particulapy in light eti the 
strong indications that the 
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trial of the President. 
Satruday, while campaign-

ing for Republican congres-
sional , candidates in the 
South, Vice President Ford 
concededAha* t "I • think the 
odds have Changed" and 
that the possibility is that a 

':House impeachment will be 
unfallorable fo.  the Pre4g 
dent." 

The Constitution requires 
the vote of a simple maj or-
ity in the House to set the 
stage for a Senate trial on 
one or more articles of im- 

ent. 
as Thursday Warren 

saidiMaat "our strategy will 
beconv, known as events un- 

° fold.' It is "much too seri-
ous''' he added, "for me to 
stand here and parry back 
and lath." 

White House aides in-
sisted that a strategy had 
been developed but there 
were no external signs of 
one. And Warren reiterated 
that "the President will not 
resign.' Mr. Nixon, he also 
said, had no plans to hold a 
news conference or address 
the nation. 

One press conference on 
impeachment planned for 
today—that 'of House Mi-
noirty Leader John J. Rho-
des of Arizona to announce 
how he will vote on the arti-
cles of impeachment—was 
postponed yesterday until 
later in the week. 

A spokesman for Rhodes 
said the congressman was in 
bed with a cold and "he can 
barely talk." Rhodes -Woke 
up yesterday "with a fever"  

and will not be on.  Capitol 
Iilj 'today, the spokqsman 

said: t 
When the Rhodes an-

nouncement is made this 
week depends on how the 
minority leader feels today, 
he added. He said that the 
White House had not con-
tacted Rhodes yesterday 
about the announcement. 

Since Rhodes ',is a leader 
of the Republican minority 
and a conservative, his deci-
sion on impeachment could 
be a bellwether. 

A call for Mr. Nixon to 
step aside temporarily in 
favor of the Vice President 
was made yesterday, by Sen. 
William Proxmire (D-Wis.), 
chairman of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee. , t 

In a television interview, 
Proxmire said that the No. 
1 prerequisite is "for Nixon\ 
to temporarily step down 
and hand over the whole 
authority of the presidency 
to Jerry Ford . . . The Pres-
ident is understandably pre-
occupied with his defense, 
and this preoccupation sure-
ly will get worse." 

At the same time, Prox-
mire said it would be "just 
plain wrong" for Mr. Nixon 
to resign before the impeach-
ment proceSs had .run its 
course. v. ',;40 	' 


