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Impeachment Speculation
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Nixon Calls In His
Lawyer, Top Aides

Hints of
Major New
Response

Washington

President Nixon sum-
moned- his chief lawyer,
aides ‘and speech writers to
Cam®p David yesterday,
and met with them for five
hours,'arousing speculation
that some move was con-
templated in reaction to the
congressional 1mpeachment
drive.,

His “spokesmen would not
disclose the nature of the
conference. Deputy Press
Secretary Gerald L. Warren
said there were no plans for
a speech by the President
and discouraged specula-
tion, but ‘he did not rule out
thig- possibility that Mr. Nix-
on was preparing some new
response to pressures for
impeachment.

There were a number of
options open to the Presi-
dent, including the release
of tape recordings -subpoe-
naed by the House Judiciary
Committee.

The failure of the Presi-
dent to respond to those sub-
poenaes was the basis of the
third article of impeachment
voted by the committee last
week.
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Saturday Robert P. Gtif-
fin of Mlch]gan assistant
Republican leader in the
Senate, wrote the President
that if he defied a Senate
subpoena for the same tapes
he, Griffin, would vote for
impeachment conviction on
‘hat count.

Griftin has been consid-
ered a staunch Nixon sup-
porter.

. Mr.

Release of the sub-
poenaed material sought by
the »House Judiciary Com-
mittee would not clear the
President of the two other
articles of impeachment
coritributing to the Water-
gate coverup and misuse of
his office — but it would re-
lieve some of the pressure.

" Nixon went to.Camp.
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Dayid, the res1denti Te-
treat in the Cacocti oun-
tains, Saturday fternoon
with Mrs Nixon; his daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Davic'l
and Julie Eisenhower. and
Edward and Tricia Cox; and
his friend, Charles G. Rebo-
Z0.

Late, yesterday aftémbon,

Mr. Nixon sent for hischief
lawyer James D. St. Clair,

his two top aides, Alexander
M. Haig Jr., and Ronald L.
Ziegler, and speechwriters
Patrick Buchanan and Ray-
mond Price.

Warren said the President
planned to return to the
White House no later than
today. '

The President’s asmstants‘

have consistently ruled" out
the ipossibility of a resigna-
tion. They also have said
that Mr. Nixon would notex-
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ercise ‘a provision of the 25th
Amendment that would per-
mit him to step aside until
the impeachment issue was
settled.

Yet according to his own
supporters in Congress, Mr.
Nixow's position in the im-
peachment drive has steadi-
ly worsened. Griffin’s ulti-
matum was considered par-

|
(
|

ticularly imp‘or’ran't

In.a letter delivered to Mr.
Nixon Saturday, Griffin said
bluntly that the House would

adopt articles of impeach- =

ment, necessitating a Senate
trial. unless Mr. Nixon
should resign first. In the
event of a trial, he said, the

"Senate most certainly would

subpoena the material
sought by the House Judm-
ary Committee.

“Particularly in light of
the recent Supreme  Court
decision,” he wrote, ‘“you
will stand in contempt of the
Senate and the Constitution
if you refuse at that point to
provide the Senate with the
tapes or absolute evidence
that they contain no relevant
information.”
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