Violation of His Constitutional QOath

The text of the final two articles of impeachment approved last week by the
House Judiciary Committee:

ARTICLE il

Using the powers of the office of President of the United States, Richard M.
Nixon, in violation of his constitutional oath faithfully to execute the office of
President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in disregard of his con-
stitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has repeatedly
engaged in conduct violating the constitutional rights of citizens, impairing the
due and proper administration of justice and the conduct of lawful inquiries, or
contravening the laws governing agencies of the executive branch and the pur-
poses of these agencies.

This conduct has included one or more of the following:

1
He has, acting personally and through his subordinates and agents, en-
deavored to obtain from the Internal Revenue Service, in violation of the con-
stitutional rights of citizens, confidential information contained in income tax
returns for purposes not authorized by law, and to cause, in violation of the con-
stitutional rights of citizens, income tax audits or other income tax investi-
gations to be initiated or conducted in a discriminatory manner.
2

He misused the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Secret Service, and
other executive personnel, in violation or disregard of the constitutional rights
of citizens, by directing or authorizing such agencies or personnel to conduct or
continue electronic surveillance or other investigations for purposes unrelated
to national security, the enforcement of laws, or any other lawful function of his
office; he did direct, authorize, or permit the use of information obtained there-
by for purposes unrelated to national security, the enforcement of laws, or any
other lawful function of his office; and he did direct the concealment of certain
records made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation of electronic surveillance.

3

He has, acting personally and through his subordinates and agents, in vio-
lation or disregard of the constitutional rights of citizens, authorized and per-
mitted to be maintained a secret investigative unit within the office of the
President, financed in part with money derived from campaign contributions,
which unlawfully utilized the resources of the Central Intelligence Agency, en-
gaged in covert.and unlawful activities, and attempted to prejudice the consti-
tutional right of an accused to a fair trial.

He has failed to take care that the laws were faithfully executed by failing
to act when he knew or had reason to know that his close subordinates en-
deavored to impede and frustrate lawful inquiries by duly constituted executive,
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judicial, and legislative entities concerning the unlawful entry into the head-
quarters of the Democratic National Committee, and the cover-up thereof, and
concerning other unlawful activities including those relating to the confirma-
tion of Richard Kleindienst as Attorney General of the United States, the elec-
tronic surveillance of private citizens, the break-in into the offices of Dr. Lewis

Fielding, and the campaign financing practices of the Committee to Re-elect

the President.

5

In disregard of the rule of law, he knowingly misused the executive power

by interfering with agencies of the executive branch, including the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Criminal Division, and the Office of Watergate Spe-

cial Prosecution Force, of the Department of Justice, and the Central Intel-

ligence Agency, in violation of his duty to take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.

In all of this, Richard M. Nixon has acted in a manner contrary to his trust
as President and subversive of constitutional government, to the great prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and to the manifest injury of the people of the Unit-

ed States.

Wherefore Richard M. Nixon, by such conduct, warrants impeachment

and trial, and removal from office.

ARTICLE Il

In his conduct of the office of President of the United States, Richard M.

Nixon, contrary to his oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the

United States and, to the best of hisability, preserve, protect, and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional duty to take
care that the laws be faithfully executed, has failed without lawful cause or ex-
cuse to produce papers and things as directed by duly authorized subpoenas is-
sued by the Committée on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives on

April 11, 1974, May 15, 1974, May 30, 1974, and June 24, 1974, and willfully dis-

obeyed such subpoenas. The subpoenaed papers and things were deemed nec-

essary by the Committee in order to resolve by direct evidence fundamental,

factual questions relating to Presidential direction, knowledge or approval of ac-
tions demonstrated by other evidence to be substantial grounds for impeach-
ment of the President. In refusing to produce these papers and things Richard
M. Nixon, substituting his judgment as to what materials were necessary for
the inquiry, interposed the powers of the Presidency against the lawful sub-
poenas of the House of Representatives, thereby assuming to himself functions
and judgments necessary to the exercise of the sole power of impeachment vest-

ed by the Constitution in the House of Representatives.

In all of this, Richard M. Nixon has acted in a manner contrary to his trust
as President and subversive of constitutional government, to the great prejudice
of the cause of law and justice, and to the manifest injury of the people of the Unit-

ed States.

Wherefore, Richard M. Nixon, by such conduct, warrants impeachment

and trial, and removal from office.




