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T
he Im

peachm
ent Juggernaut 
"T

h
e im

p
ea

ch
m

en
t p

ro
cess is so

 th
o
r-

oughly on track that few
 in C

ongress' w
ill 

even be draw
n into speculation about any 
other outcom

e." 

T
he im

peachm
ent juggernaut is now

 
ro

llin
g
 o

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill. E

v
en

 th
e ac-

tions of M
r. N

ixon's best friends spell 
tro

u
b
le fo

r th
e P

resid
en

t S
o
 th

e seri,  
o
u
s q

u
estio

n
 is w

h
eth

er th
e .co

u
n
try

 
w

o
u
ld

n
't b

e b
etter o

ff if h
e step

p
ed

 
dow

n. 
P

ro
b
ab

ly
 th

e w
o
rst n

ew
s fo

r M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 co

m
es fro

m
 h

is su
p
p
o
rters o

n
 

th
e S

en
ate sid

e o
f th

e C
ap

ito
l. B

arry
 

G
o
ld

w
ater, fo

r ex
am

p
le, is cru

cial if 
M

r. N
ixen is to survive the S

enate vote 
to confirm

 im
peachm

ent. W
hile know

n 
to have doubts about M

r. N
ixon's be-

havior, S
en. G

oldw
ater has been very 

loath to say anything w
hich m

ight be 
interpreted as doing the w

ork of those 
eager to get the. P

resident. 
B

u
t early

 in
 th

e w
eek

, S
en

. G
o
ld,  

w
ater suggested that M

aybe the P
resi-

d
en

t sh
o
u
ld

 an
sw

er q
u
estio

n
s fro

m
 

sen
ato

rs an
d
 rep

resen
tativ

es in
 th

e 
w

ell of "he :H
ouse. T

hat's a polite w
ay 

of saying that it's up to M
r. N

ixon now
 

—
that even the senator from

 A
rizona 

can't be counted upon. 
R

ussell L
ong of L

ouisiana has long 
b
een

 co
u
n
ted

 as a su
re b

et fo
r M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 in

 h
is im

p
each

m
en

t trial. T
h
e 

P
resident carried L

ouisiana by 70 per 
cent of the vote in 1972. 

M
oreover, M

r. L
ong's father, H

uey. 
L

o
n
g
, w

as th
e v

ictim
 o

f an
 im

p
each

-
m

ent m
ove early in his storm

y -career. 
T

h
e y

o
u
n
g
er L

o
n
g
 h

as b
een

 so
 sen

si- 
tive 	

• 
 o

n
 th

e su
b
ject th

at h
e ev

en
 o

p
-

posed, w
ith all his force and to the bit- 

ter en&
 the censure voted by the S

en-
ate against T

hom
as D

odd of C
onnecti-

cut. 
B

u
t 'ast w

eek
 th

ere cam
e o

u
t 

L
ong's office a poll w

hich the senator 
h
ad

 tak
en

 o
f o

p
in

io
n
 in

 L
o
u
isian

a. 
C

ontrary ta alm
ost every expectation, 

the poll show
ed that m

ost of the state
-

w
as in favor of im

peachm
ent. In north 

cen
tral L

o
u
isian

a—
e ru

ral reg
io

n
 

w
h
ich

 co
u
n
ts tw

o
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's 
strongest congressional supporters, Joe 
W

ag
g
o
n
er an

d
 O

tto
 P

assm
an

, as its 
rep

resen
tativ

es—
th

e p
o
ll sh

o
w

ed
 5

5
 

p
er cen

t fo
r im

p
each

m
en

t ag
ain

st 3
2
 

p
er cen

t o
p
p
o
sed

 an
d
 1

3
 p

er cen
t u

n
-

sure. 
O

n
 •th

e H
o
u
se sid

e o
f th

e C
ap

ito
l, 

the tone has been set by the solid and 
so

m
b
er b

ip
artisan

 v
o
te fo

r 'im
p
each

-
m

ent in the Judiciary C
om

m
ittee. R

e-
p
u
b
lican

s b
o
u
n
d
 to

 th
e P

resid
en

t are 
looking for any w

ay off the hook. 
H

en
ce th

e su
g
g
estio

n
 b

y
 M

in
o
rity

 
L

eader John R
hodes and R

ep. D
elbert 

L
atta of O

hio that, in voting on the im
-

,peachm
ent charges, the full. H

ouse be 
given the chance to go for censure in-
stead. H

ence also the suggestion, by a 
couple of jU

nior R
epublican m

em
bers 

eager to escape responsibility, that the 
H

ouse ratify the crecision of the Judici-
ary

 C
o
m

m
ittee as a m

ere fo
rm

ality
 

w
ith

o
u
t. a d

eb
ate w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 p
u
t 

them
 on the line and' dam

age the P
res-

ident. 
N

either suggestion has a.chance. N
or 

does there' seem
 to be: any, future for the 

o
n
e serio

u
s h

o
p
e th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

m
ig

h
t en

tertain
—

h
am

ely
, th

at th
e 

D
em

o
crats w

o
u
ld

 h
o
ld

 o
ff im

p
each

-
m

en
t b

ecau
se th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t lik

e to
 

p
u
t G

erald
 F

o
rd

 in
 the W

hite H
ouse 

w
ith a good chance to w

in in 1976. 
A

ny thought that that attitude m
ight 

prevail w
as scotched w

h
en

 M
r. F

o
rd

 
p
lay

ed
 g

o
lf w

ith
 th

e H
o
u
se M

ajo
rity

 
L

ead
er, T

ip
 O

'N
eill, o

n
 W

ed
n
esd

ay
. 

T
h
e p

ictu
re o

f th
e tw

o
 o

ld
 frien

d
s, 

strolling arm
 in arm

 dow
n the fairw

ay,  

le
ft n

o
 d

o
u
b
t th

a
t th

e
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

ts 
w

ould-  n
o
t b

ack
 aw

ay
 fro

m
 im

p
each

- . 
m

ent just to do the dirty on M
r. F

ord. • 
Indeed, the im

peachm
ent process is 

now
 so thoroughly. o

n
 track

 th
at v

ery
 

few
 rep

resen
tativ

es o
r sen

ato
rs w

ill 
even be draw

n into sepculation about 
any other outcom

e. W
hen the subject 

of resignation is raised, the usual tac-
tic is to refer to the 25 per cent of tile 
n
atio

n
 w

h
ich

 reg
isters h

ard
co

re su
p
-

p
o
rt fo

r th
e P

resid
en

t. It is arg
u
ed

 
th

at th
e h

ard
co

re N
ix

o
n
ites w

ill co
n
-

tin
u
e to

 h
arb

o
r feelin

g
s o

f su
sp

icio
n
 

and enm
ity tow

ard the m
ajority unless 

th
e im

p
each

m
en

t ro
ad

 is fo
llo

w
ed

 to
 

the end. 
F

o
r m

y
 o

w
n
 p

art, I w
o
n
d
er. W

h
at' 

M
r. N

ixon now
 faces is a cham

ber . of 
horrors. H

e w
ill be publicly dishonored. 

H
e w

ill have enorm
ous financial 'bur-

dens to bear. H
e stands 'a C

hance -of 
going to prison. 

I do rot suppose that any procedural 
niceties are going to m

ake these lum
ps 

an
y
 m

cre- p
alatab

le to
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

and his follow
ers. M

oreover, the seri-
o
u
s p

ro
b
lem

s w
h
ich

 g
o
 alm

o
st u

n
at-

tended because of im
peachm

ent—
no-

tably inflation—
ere only going to • be-

co
m

e w
o
rse. S

o
 it seem

s to
 m

e th
at 

everybody stands to gain if M
r. N

ixon 
can

 b
e b

ro
u
g
h
t to

 step
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

is 
ow

n m
otion. 
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