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T
he W

hite H
ouse and the 'A

rtful D
odge' 

T
he im

peachm
en

t panic now
 enve-

lo
p
in

g
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 w

as rev
ealed

 
w

h
en

 ch
ief an

ti-im
p
each

m
en

t leg
al 

strateg
ist Jam

es D
. S

t. C
lair secretly

 
questioned key R

epublican congress-
m

en
 W

ed
n
esd

ay
 m

o
rn

in
g
 ) o

n
 th

e 
"artfu

l d
o
d
g
e" p

lo
y
 o

f sen
d
in

g
 a p

ro
 

form
a vote of im

peachm
ent to the S

en- 
ate fo

r trial. 	
3
 f 

S
t. C

lair, 'h
ig

h
ly

 reg
ard

ed
 in

 th
e 

H
o
u
se as a fin

e law
y
er w

ith
 a lo

u
sy

 
case, explored the now

-discredited ploy 
at a p

riv
ate b

reak
fast w

ith
 th

e C
h
o
w

-
der and M

arching S
ociety, an inform

al 
social group of 'R

epublican congress-
m

en w
hich M

r. N
ixon him

self helped
'  

found 25 years ago. 
"Ile w

as o
b
v
io

u
sly

 in
terested

 in
 it," 

one key R
eptiblioan w

ho attended the 
clo

sed
-d

o
o
r b

reak
fast o

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill 

to
ld

 u
s. : 

T
h
e m

atter cam
e' u

p
 w

h
en

 S
t C

lair 
w

as ask
ed

 if h
e saw

 an
y
 p

o
litical ad

-
: vantage for 11 , ;r. N

ixon to abort the pre, 
dictablY

' devastating H
ouse im

peach-
m

ent debate—
now

 expected to yield at 
le

a
st a

 2
4
 - M

argin against the P
resi-

dent—
and get the articles of im

peach-
' m

en
t sen

t im
m

ed
id

tely
 to

 th
e S

en
ate 

• for trial. D
ucking a direct answ

er, S
t. 

G
lair started

 q
u
estio

n
in

g
 h

is 
hosts 

• about the idea. 
H

e g
at a ru

d
e aw

ak
en

in
g
. A

n
 an

ti-
im

peachtaient R
epublican told him

 the 
p
ro

p
o
sal, first flo

ated
 to

 P
resid

en
t 

N
ix

o
n
 b

y
 tw

o
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s th
ro

u
g
h
 

M
elvin 1:aaird w

eeks ago, w
as an insult 

to the H
ouse. 

A
t the very m

om
ent S

t. C
lair w

as re-
' vealing W

hite H
ouse interest in finess-

in
g
 telev

ised
 d

eb
ate o

n
 th

e H
o
u
se 

flo
o
r, N

ix
o
n
 aid

e P
atrick

 B
u
ch

an
an

 
w

as peddling the sam
e line to report-

ers at G
o
d
frey

 S
p
erlin

g
's b

reak
fast 

club. 
S

t. C
lair's suggestion, that aborting 

. serious debate and a m
eaningful vote 

in
 th

e H
o
u
se w

o
u
ld

 g
et R

ep
u
b
lican

s 
off the hook, evoked hollow

 laughter. 
T

h
at m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 tru

e a m
o
n
th

 
ago, lyut the 30-odd R

epublicans break-
fastin

g
 w

ith
 S

t. C
lair k

n
ew

 th
at th

e 
real reason for exhum

ing the idea now
 

w
as to get not them

 but M
r. N

ixon off 
the hook of ruinous H

ouse debate. M
r. 

N
ixon scarcely lifted a finger for 'his 

party in the 1972 cam
paign. 

A
 fo

o
tn

o
te: T

h
e 'fact th

at L
aird

 
played em

issary for R
epublican R

eps. 
L

o
u
is F

rey
 o

f F
lo

rid
a an

d
 Jo

h
n
 M

c-
C

ollister of N
ebraska, original backers 

of the artful dodge ploy, show
s that his 

old colleagues in the H
ouse are m

ak-
in

g
 fu

ll u
se o

f h
is u

n
iq

u
e b

ack
ro

o
m

 
talents. 

•
 

S
pecipl P

rosecutor L
eon Jaw

orski's 
office handled the m

ilk scandal indict.:  

m
ent of John B

. C
onnally w

ith extraor-
d
in

ary
 secu

rity
 p

recau
tio

n
s in

 an
 ef-

fo
rt to

 m
itig

ate th
e p

rev
io

u
s flo

o
d
 o

f 
anti-C

o pally publicity w
hich w

ill seri-
ously handicap efforts to convict him

. 
T

otal secrecy w
as m

aintained on the 
indictm

ent It w
as typed by high-rank-

,ing officials on the prosecution force 
in

stead
 o

f secretaries. Jaw
o
rk

si, w
h
o
 

has excused 'him
self from

 the case be-
cau

se o
f o

ld
 T

ex
tts asso

ciatio
n
 w

ith
 

C
o
n
n
ally

, w
as n

o
t in

fo
rm

ed
 th

at th
e 

indictm
ent w

as com
ing. E

ven after the 
indictm

ent w
as announced, Jaw

orski's 
aides refused to discuss the case. 

It m
ay be too late. E

dw
ard B

ennett 
W

illiam
s, fam

ed defense law
yer, repre-

senting C
onnally, intends to argue that 

his client's interests w
ere dam

aged by 
the deluge of publicity preceding C

on-
nally's indictm

ent for bribery and per-
jury. 

Jaw
orski's law

yers regard that public-
ity as disgraceful, but they w

ere not at 
fau

lt. T
h
e leak

s p
ro

b
ab

ly
 cam

e fro
m

 
attorneys for erstw

hile C
onnally asso-

ciate Jo
k
e Jaco

b
sen

. In
 fact; th

e sp
e-

cial p
ro

secu
tio

n
 fo

rce h
as p

riv
ately

  

scolded Jacobsen's law
yers for highly 

unethical conduct. 
T

h
e p

u
b
licity

 w
as an

 o
b
v
io

u
s at-

tem
pt to w

in total im
m

unity for Jacob-
sen

 in
 retu

rn
 fo

r, d
am

ag
in

g
 testim

ony 
against C

onnally—
in effect, plea bar-

g
ain

in
g
 v

ia th
e m

ed
ia. It d

id
 n

o
t su

c-
ceed

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 Jaco

b
sen

's testim
o
n
y
 

ag
ain

st C
o
n
n
ally

 is ex
p
ected

 to
 b

e 
critical, h

e w
as in

d
icted

 fo
r b

rib
ery

. 
along w

ith C
onnally. 

• 
D

em
ocratic S

ena B
irch B

ayh of Indi-
ana is running into potentially serious 
problem

s in his re-election cam
paign 

ag
ain

st In
d
ian

ap
o
lis M

ay
o
r R

ich
ard

 
L

u
g
ar, o

n
ce d

escrib
ed

 as P
resid

en
t 

N
ixon's "favorite'? :m

ayor. 
S

ecret polls taken 'by the respected , 
C

am
bridge S

urvey R
esearch for B

ayh 
sh

o
w

 a stead
y
 in

crease in
 L

u
g
ar's 

support, 
w

h
ile B

ay
h
 h

o
ld

s firm
 at 4

8
 

per cent. T
hus, in M

ay 1973; pollster 
P

atrick
 C

ad
d
ell p

eg
g
ed

 L
u
g
ar at 2

7
 

per cent, last. N
ovem

ber at 34 per• cent 
and in his latest survey, com

pleted in 
Ju

ly
, o

n
ly

 7
 p

o
in

ts b
eh

in
d
 B

ay
h
:  4

1
 

per cent to B
ayh's 48 per cent 

W
hat disturbs B

ayh's operatives is 
th

is stead
y
 accretio

n
 o

f L
u
g
ar's su

p
-

port plus the decline from
 61 per cent 

to
 5

5
 p

er cen
t in

 B
ay

h
's ratin

g
 as a 

"good" senator. 
T

h
ree m

ajo
r reaso

n
s fo

r L
u
g
ar's 

gains, despite the Indianapolis police 
scan

d
als, are B

ay
h
's lo

n
g
 reco

rd
 o

f 
support for strong gun-control legisla-
tion, and his pro-busing, pro-abortion 
record. 

1914. F
ield E

nterprises Inc. 

"St. C
lair's suggestion, that aborting seri-

ous debate and a m
eaningful vote in the 

H
ouse w

ould get R
epublicans off the 

hook, evoked hollow
 laughter." 


