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ixon's front crum
bling 

B
y D

on B
acon 

N
ew

house N
ew

s S
ervice 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's aid
es 

h
a
v
e
 n

o
w

 b
e
g
u
n
 t o

 
q
u
arrel am

o
n
g
 th

em
-

selves, w
hich is further 

evidence that the N
ixon 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se h

as en
-

tered its death throes. 

B
eh

in
d
 t h

 e scen
es, 

th
e
re

 is sh
o
c
k
 a

t th
e
 

ra
p
id

 e
ro

sio
n
 o

f th
e
 

P
resid

en
t's d

efen
ses, 

dissatisfaction over th e 
w

ay
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

has fought the im
peach-

m
ent battle to date, and 

g
ro

w
in

g
 d

isag
reem

en
t 

o
v
e
r stra

te
g
y
 fo

r th
e
 

next phases. 

"C
o
n
ten

tio
u
s" w

 a s 
th

e term
 u

sed
 b

y
 o

n
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se staffer to

 
d
e
sc

rib
e
 th

 e
 c

u
rre

n
t 

m
o
o
d
. "I d

o
n
't see an

y
 

signs of defections," he 
a
d
d
e
d
. "B

u
t th

e
re

 is 
m

u
ch

 sp
irited

 talk
." 

T
o an outside observ-

er, th
ere ap

p
ears to

 b
e 

a b
reak

d
o
w

n
 o

f staff 
d
iscip

lin
e an

d
 in

tern
al 

com
m

unications. P
resi- 

M
an

y
 staff m

em
b
ers 

now
 realize for the first 

tim
e th

at N
ix

o
n
, eith

er 
th

ro
u
g
h
 im

p
each

m
en

t 
o
r resig

n
atio

n
, p

ro
b
a-

b
ly

 w
ill n

o
t fin

ish
 h

is 
term

 in office. T
hat hits 

so
m

e
 o

f th
e
m

 —
 th

e
 

so-called 	
"T

 r u e- 
B

elievers" —
.especially 

h
ard

 b
icau

se th
ey

 h
av

e 
b
e
e
n
 a

 n
 d

 re
m

a
in

 
th

ro
u
g
h
ly

 co
n
v
in

ced
 

th
at h

e is in
n
o
cen

t o
f 

an
y
 im

p
each

ab
le o

 f-
fense. 
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S
en

ate called last h
ope for  N

ixon. 
.4,2sso

ciated
 P

ress 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 W
hite 

H
o
u
se aid

es say
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon's chances of w
inning 

a H
o
u
se im

p
each

m
en

t v
o
te 

h
av

e ev
ap

o
rated

 an
d
 th

at 
they now

 view
 the S

enate as 
h
is last h

o
p
e fo

r su
rv

iv
al in

 
O

ffice. 

- B
ut know

ledgeable head-
co

u
n
ters in

 b
o
th

 p
arties say

 
N

ix
o
n
's p

ro
sp

ects th
ere are 

uncertain. 

A
ck

n
o
w

led
g
in

g
 th

at S
en

-
ate head counts on the issue 
are little m

o
re th

an
 ed

u
cat-

ed
 g

u
essw

o
rk

 at th
is tim

e, 
th

ey
 say

 it is im
p
o
ssib

le to
 

co
u
n
t a su

re 6
7
 v

o
tes fo

r 
co

n
v
ictio

n
, th

e tw
o
 - th

ird
s 

m
ajority needed for N

ixon's 
ouster from

 office. B
ut they 

say
 n

eith
er d

o
 th

ere ap
p
ear 

to
 b

e 3
4
 sen

ato
rs d

efin
itely

 
su

p
p
o
rtin

g
 t lI e P

resid
en

t, 
the num

ber he needs for ac-
quittal. 

H
o
u
se

 im
p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t, 

w
h
ich

 req
u
ires o

n
ly

 a m
a-

jo
rity

 v
o
te,. is co

n
sid

ered
 a 

n
ear certain

ty
. A

n
d
 th

ere is 
w

ide agreem
ent am

ong sen-
ato

rs o
f b

o
th

 p
arties th

at, 
even if N

ixon avoids ouster 
fro

m
 o

ffice b
y
 th

e S
en

ate,  

th
at a clear m

ajo
rity

 o
f sen

-
ators w

ill vote against him
. 

B
est estim

ates are th
at as 

m
an

y
 as 6

0
 sen

ato
rs, ju

st 
sev

en
 sh

o
rt o

f th
e n

eed
ed

 
tw

o
 - th

ird
s, are lik

ely
 to

 
vote for N

ixon's ouster, bar-
rin

g
 a d

ram
atic ch

an
g
e in

 
th

e m
o
m

en
tu

m
 th

at seem
s 

to
 b

e b
u
ild

in
g
 ag

ain
st h

im
. 

M
o
st 'lists b

ein
g
 p

assed
 

aro
u
n
d
 in

 th
e S

en
ate in

d
i-

cate th
at ab

o
u
t a d

o
zen

 R
e-

p
u
b
lic

a
n
s a

n
d
 a

 sm
a
lle

r 
n
u
m

b
er o

 f. co
n
serv

ativ
e 

D
em

ocrats m
ay hold the key 

to
 th

e P
resid

en
t's fate. 

O
n
e N

ix
o
n
 b

ack
er p

o
red

 
o
v
er a list o

f sen
ato

rs last 
w

eek
 an

d
 ch

eck
ed

 o
ff 2

9
  

lik
ely

 to
 stan

d
 b

y
 th

e P
resi-

dent, w
ith several other pos-

sib
le v

o
tes in

 a list o
f ab

o
u
t 

a dozen question m
arks. 

B
u
t h

e o
b
serv

ed
, "If th

is 
th

in
g
 sta

rts fa
llin

g
 a

p
a
rt, 

you can't count on that 29." 

S
ignificantly m

issing from
 

that list of 29, and placed in 
the sm

all num
ber of im

pon- 

d
e
ra

b
le

s, w
a
s S

e
n
. Jo

h
n
 

S
tennis, D

-M
iss., a conserv-

a
tiv

e
 so

 h
ig

h
ly

 re
g
a
rd

e
d
 

th
at h

is v
o
te is co

n
sid

ered
 

essen
tial fo

r N
ix

o
n
 to

 su
r-

vive. 

A
n
o
th

er estim
ate o

f N
ix

-
o
 n

"s d
eep

en
in

g
 d

ifficu
lty

 
cam

e fro
m

 an
 ex

p
erien

ced
 

R
epublican source, w

ho said 
th

e
re

 a
re

 v
e
ry

 fe
w

 su
re

 
votes for acquittal. 

T
w

o
 o

f th
e b

ig
g
est q

u
es-

tio
n
 m

ark
s are th

e S
en

ate's 
tw

o top R
epublican leaders, 

S
ens. H

ugh S
cott of P

ennsyl-
v
an

ia an
d
 R

o
b
ert G

riffin
 o

f 
M

ich
ig

an
. M

an
y
 th

in
k
 th

ey
 

m
ay w

ind up on the prevail-
ing side, w

hichever it is. 
A

m
o
n
g
 D

em
o
crats, S

ten
-

n
is an

d
 retirin

g
 S

en
. A

lan
 

B
ile, D

-N
ev

., are g
en

erally
 

rated
 th

e h
ard

est to
 categ

o
-

rize. 

T
raffic bottled.up 
L

O
S

 A
N

G
E

L
E

S
 —

 T
raffic 

w
as tied

 u
p
 fo

r n
early

 tw
o
 

hours near dow
ntow

n yester-
d
ay

 after a tru
ck

 o
v
ertu

rn
ed

 
on a freew

ay transition road, 
spilling 2,700 glass bottles. 


