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W

ashington 
S

enate support for P
resi-

dent N
ixon has been ebbing 

stead
ily

 in
 recen

t w
eek

s, 
and the S

enate already m
ay 

be only seven to nine votes 
short of the 67 votes needed 
to oust him

 from
 office in an 

im
peachm

ent trial. 
T

hat is the view
 of about a 

d
o
zen

 o
f th

e S
en

ate's b
est 

vote-counters, surveyed this 
w

eek
 b

y
 th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

P
ost. 	

. . 
W

hile stressing that sena-
to

rs aren
't lo

ck
ed

 in
to

 an
y
 

final positions and m
ay w

ell 
shift their view

s during the 
co

u
rse o

f th
e an

ticip
ated

 
trial, th

ey
 estim

ate th
at 5

8
 

to 60 senators probably are 
already "leaning tow

ard" a 
vote to oust M

r. N
ixon from

 
office. 

A
nd they say that w

ith the 
tide appearing to be running 
stead

ily
 ag

ain
st th

e P
resi-

dent, there is a very strong 
ch

an
ce th

at th
e tw

o
-th

ird
s 

vote (67 of the 100 senators) 
needed to oust him

 from
 of-

fice w
ill ev

en
tu

ally
 b

e o
b

-
tained. 

"I'd
 say

 its ab
o
u
t 6

0
 to

  

7N
A

T
O

R
 R

U
SSE

L
L

 L
O

N
G

 
'A

slyhody's guess' 

40," said one of the tw
o m

ost 
accurate G

O
P

 vote counters 
in the S

enate. "I see no plus-
es w

h
atev

er fo
r th

e P
resi-

dent. I think his chances of 
getting convicted are a hel-
luva lot stronger than a few

 
w

eeks ago. If B
arry G

oldw
a-

ter leav
es th

e reserv
atio

n
, 

it's all o
v

er." 

"H
is su

p
p

o
rt is ero

d
in

g
 

ev
ery

 d
ay

," said
 S

en
ato

r 

SE
N

A
T

O
R

 JO
H

N
 T

O
W

E
R

 
N

o leaning 

G
ale W

. M
cG

ee (D
em

-
W

yo. ), w
ho supported the 

P
resident on m

ost m
ilitary 

an
d
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 issu
es 

during the V
ietnam

 w
ar. 

"I t 's an
y
b
o
d
y
's g

u
ess," 

sa
id

 R
u
sse

ll B
 . L

o
n
g
 

(D
em

-L
a.), also

 a N
ix

o
n
 

supporter on m
any policy is-

sues. 
"T

here m
ay not be enough 

votes at the m
om

ent, but his  

position has eroded; there is 
every indication it's going to 
get w

orse. I'd say m
ore than 

half w
ould vote for convic-

tion now
. I don't know

 how
 

I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 v
o
te." 

O
ne prom

inent G
O

P
 sena-

to
r h

a
s p

la
c
e
d
 th

e
 a

n
ti-

N
ix

o
n
 v

o
te at 5

8
 to

 4
2
 at 

present, another at 60 to 20 
w

ith
 an

o
th

er .2
0

 p
o
ssib

ly
 

going either w
ay. 

S
enator John T

ow
er (R

ep-
T

ex
.) cau

tio
n
ed

 th
at it is 

"precipitous to say" how
 the 

fin
al v

o
te w

ill co
m

e o
u
t, 

w
arning that neither he, nor 

virtually any other senator 
h
e k

n
o
w

s, is "lo
ck

ed
 in

to
 

anything" (T
ow

er is gener-
ally view

ed as pro-N
ixon). 

"E
ven people w

ho have al-
read

y
 ten

tativ
ely

 m
ad

e u
p
 

th
eir m

in
d
s c a n

 ch
an

g
e 

th
em

" T
o
w

er said
, ad

d
in

g
 

that he has no leaning one 
w

ay
 o

r th
e o

th
er. 

N
evertheless, there 

a p-
pears to be strong and w

ide-
spread feeling am

ong sena-
to

rs th
at P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 

has been losing ground for  

m
onths. 
P

ossibly the m
ost signifi-

cant factor is the shrinkage 
of w

hat has been called the 
"hardcore" pro-N

ixon vote. 

A
 few

 m
o
n
ts ag

o
, W

h
ite 

H
ouse backers w

ere w
alking 

around scoffing at the possi-
bility of im

peachm
ent and 

asserting, "W
e've got 40 to 

50 votes against conviction 
by the S

enate, all day, every 
clay." 

T
h

at co
n

fid
en

t 
tone i s 

gone, and conservatives w
ho 

w
ere believed to be N

ixon 
bitter-enders are talking pri-
vately about w

anting out. 

O
ne S

outhern R
epublican, 

`thought to be fanatically loy-
a
l to

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t, h

a
s 

-h
ifted

 in recent m
onths and 

has been telling associates 
that unless the W

hite H
ouse 

com
es up w

ith som
e am

az-
in

g
 n

ew
 ev

id
en

ce o
n
 M

r. 
N

ixon's behalf, he finds it 
hard to im

agine him
self vot-

ing "no" w
hen the im

peach-
m

ent vote is cast follow
ing 

to S
enate trial. 
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