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F
eed

b
ack

 to Im
p

each
 V

ote 
B

y Jack N
elson 

L
a
s A

n
g
e
le

s T
im

e
s 

W
ashington 

R
epresentative T

hom
as F

. 
R

ailsback's agony over vot-
in

g
 to

 im
p
each

 P
resid

en
t 

N
ixon is far from

 over. 
- T

 h
 e Illin

o
is R

ep
u
b
lican

 
w

alked into his office earlier 
th

is w
eek

 an
d
 fo

u
n
d
 th

at 
m

ore than a few
 of his con-

stituents do not look upon 
him

 as a profile in courage. 
E

n
clo

sed
 i n

 o
n
e letter 

from
 his district w

ere three 
d
im

es w
ith

 th
e m

essag
e, 

"Judas got 30 pieces of sil-
ver —

 here are yours." 
R

ailsb
ack

 h
 a s 

received 
m

an
y
 o

th
er critical m

es-
s a g e s, including several 
p
ack

ag
es co

n
tain

in
g
 ro

ck
s 

and the m
essage, "L

et him
 

'w
ho is w

ithout sin cast the 
first stone." 

A
long w

ith six other R
e-

publican "sw
ing" m

em
bers 

of the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
-

m
ittee w

ho ultim
ately voted 

for im
peachm

ent, R
ailsback  

said
 h

e also
 h

ad
 receiv

ed
 

m
essages from

 R
epublican 

constituents threatening po-
litical retaliation. 

A
lthough R

ailsback says 
h
e is satisfied

 h
e d

id
 th

e 
rig

h
t th

in
g
, h

e is w
o
rried

 
about his political future. 

' "S
u
re I'm

 g
ettin

g
 so

m
e 

m
essages from

 R
epublicans 

like this one," he said, hold-
in

g
 u

p
 a m

essag
e w

h
ich

 
said

, "as co
n
serv

ativ
e R

e-
p
u
b
lican

s, w
e are 1

0
0
 p

er 
cen

t b
eh

in
d
 y

o
u
; k

eep
 u

p
 

your good w
ork." 

"B
ut I'm

 getting som
e like 

these, too," he said, holding 
up tw

o letters. H
e read one 

of them
 aloud: 

"H
ow

 could you fall in the 
gleeful D

em
ocrats' trap and 

betray your party and your 
P

resident?" 

R
ailsback S

hook his head. 
"T

hey m
entioned everybody 

b
u
t th

e co
u
n
try

," h
e m

u
t-

tered. 

T
he other letter, handw

rit-
ten on lined tablet paper and 
signed by a couple w

ho said 
th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 n
ev

er v
o
te fo

r 
h
im

 ag
ain

, b
lam

ed
 W

ater-
gate on the D

em
ocrats: 

"T
his w

hole W
atergate af-

fair is the w
orst affair ever. 

A
s w

e w
atched and listened 

it p
ro

v
e
s o

v
e
r a

n
d
 o

v
e
r 

again 
w

henever the D
em

o-
crats are in a m

ajority, it is 
ju

st o
n
e m

ess after an
o
th

-
er." 

R
ailsback 	

said, 	
"0

 f 
course, I'm

 getting som
e let-

ters fro
m

 D
em

o
crats w

h
o
 

feel sorry for m
e because -I 

am
 lo

sin
g
 p

u
b
lic su

p
p
o
rt 

an
d
 say

 th
ey

 w
ill v

o
te fo

r 
m

e in
 N

o
v
em

b
er. T

h
at's 

fine. B
ut I need the R

epubli-
can

s b
ecau

se th
at's w

h
ere 

m
y political future is." 
F

irst elected to C
ongress 

in 1966, R
ailsback w

on re-
election w

ith 68 per cent of 
the vote in 1970 aridran un- 

opposed in 1972 w
hen M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 carried

 h
is d

istrict 
w

ith 62 per cent of the vote. 
R

ailsback faces D
 e m

. o-
crate opposition in N

ovem
-

ber's general election. 
R

ailsb
ack

 i s ag
o
n
izin

g
 

now
 over how

 strongly he 
sh

o
u
ld

 w
o
rk

 fo
r im

p
each

-
m

ent w
hen the issue reaches 

the H
ouse floor. 

"I'v
e g

o
t to

 retu
rn

 a call 
now

 to R
odino (C

hairm
an 

P
eter W

. R
o
d
in

 Jr. o
f th

e 
Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee)," 

R
ailsb

ack
 said

. "I th
in

k
 I 

know
 w

hat he w
ants." 

:R
odino is sounding out the 

28 com
m

ittee m
em

bers w
ho 

v
o
ted

 fo
r im

p
each

m
en

t in
 

try
in

g
 to

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
o
 

sh
o
u
ld

 carry
 th

e b
ru

n
t o

f 
p
ro

-im
p
each

m
en

t a r g
 u

-
m

ents on the H
ouse floor. 

"I feel obligated to explain 
m

y
 o

w
n
 v

o
te, b

u
t I d

o
n
't 

think I w
ould have m

y heart 
in being a forceftil prosecu-
to

r," R
ailsb

ack
 said

. "If it 
w

as a D
em

ocratic president 
I didn't like —

 I didn't like 
L

JB
 —

 I could do it." 
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