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WASHINGTON, July 31
President Nixon is considering!
a shift of strategy in which!
he would try to bypass an im-|
peachment debate in the house
of Representatives and take his
case directly ' to the Senate for
quick resolution, White House
officials said today.

‘Patrick J. Buchanan, a spe-
cial consultant to the President,
told reporters today that Mr.
Nixon had “not ruled out” a!
plan whereby he wpuld ask the

"his, impeachment, without - de-
'|bate, so that he could be speed-
'lily tried in the Senate.

Mr. Buchanan and Gerald L.
‘\Warren, the White House dep-|’

Lthat no decision had been
reached on whether to pursue
such a plan.

| The idea was first i)?bi)bsé(i
by Representative. Lou Frey
Jr., Republican of Florida, and
has since won the support of|
several other Republican mem-|
bers of the House. ‘

But the fact that the White ’

House has disclosed that the
President is considering such a
plan - represents a sudden and|,
|significant shift from its posi-|.
tion,  enunciated as recently as|
last Saturday, that Mr. Nixon
lis “absolutely” confident that
.the House will reject: articles
of impeachment,
Chance Viewed As Dim

In effect, White House ad-
visers are conceding, for the
:first time, that the President’s
Iprospects of avoiding impeach-
ment by the House a;‘e not.
brlght

Judging by reacmon from key
Republicans in Congress: today,
the plan does not have much|
chance of being adopted even
if the President endorses it.

qBy PHILIP SHABECOFF

Special to The New York Timeg

' debate

‘|House to vote unanimously for; |

uty.press secretary, emphasized| .

sidered.
“We are ]
flected” members of the H usef
of Representatives. We ar*not\
naive. We are also aware hat |
this is a-dynamic situatiom!

This response was in marked
contrast to Mr. Warren’s .com-
ment yesterday that “the House

should not shirk its constitu-
tional responsibility  and " ;each
individual mémber should come
to a decision based o1
1facts P

Until now, the White House
has conqlstent]y take the- p051—
'tion that the House must reach
its own decision on' the basis
of -the evidence and not try
‘to pass responsibility for judg-
ing the President to the Senate.

The originator of the plan,
‘Representative Frey, “disowned
it today He issued a statement
saying that conditions had
changed since he made the‘sug-
gestion - and that theé. House
must now go ahead and econ-
sider ‘impeachment.

“To do otherwise Mr. “Frey
said, would be a cop-out to:our-
selves and the American. peo

ple.”

At a breakfast meetmg w1th
a  group of reporters ‘today,
Mr. Buchanan - outlined’ some
reasons that the Frey plan:
may ngw be considered

: ‘Ser:ous Shppage”

Mr. Buchanan said that there
had ‘been a “serious shppage
of the President’s pesition in
the House in the: last four
weeks. -

He added that the “shppage
was not necessarily irreversible:

and that tht - White .-Housel 4

would
in the house,”
seemed possible.
But if there were “no chance”
in the House, Mr. Buchanan
said, ~“then. the White: ‘House
ought to take steps fe. “maxi-
mize” its vote in the Sggnate
He said that-the
“mood in the countgy
pedite” the impeachmie

“still go all out to win|

if . victory!

A number of Republicans, in-
cluding Charles E. Wiggins of
California, Mr. Nixon’s chief
defender on the House Judiciary
Committee, rejected the idea
of going directly to a Senate
trial, contending that the House
would thereby be shirking its
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At a White House press}brlef-
ing today, Mr. Warren said that
it would "be- inaceurate to say |
that the plan to bypass. ‘House|

ess and that going quickly to a:
Senatt trial would respond to,
that mood:.

The White House, he said, isis
ware of the problems of -
many Rep
who must
in a’ cohstituency

n for

-whether the President:’ should

be impeached. If the Frey plan
were adopted, there ‘Represen-
tatives would be spared having
to adopt an"individual ‘posture
on impeachment and would no:
longer. be " “stuck' ‘between
a .rock and a hard place,” 1 ‘VIr
Buchanan suggested.

‘Mr. Warren was apparently
givinga clue to the reasomn# for

the President’s consideration of

a new strategy with his repeat-
ed refelence today ta the “dy-
inamics” ~of 'the impeachment
’smua’uon and his insistence
‘that “the dynam1cs cati change
|either way.’

He plcsumably was referring
to a growing momentum f01
‘impeachment in the House of
Rerepsentatives since the Ju-
diciary Committee “began ap-
pmvmg articles ~ of impeach-
ment. in its television debate.

que -White House now ap-
pears to be casting about for

some way to halt or slow this -

momentum and the plan to
take the impeachment proce-
dure out of the House in one
dramatic stroke might be ner-
ceived as one way to do it
Damage Suggested

By shifting the debate to the

Senate, which would Lake some

| President. iy
It would also.take the im-!
peachmgnt proceedings off live

television. for the time being.
Both Mr. Warren and Mr. Bu-
chanan suggested today tha:the
televised: proceedings of theJu-
diciary Committee had hurt the
President.

In effect, the PreSIdent would
be buyu;lg time to allow, the
seeming landslide mood for
dimpeachment to subside. ..

« According to published re-
ports today, adoption of the.
Frex plan “has been suggested
by “several

lieve that,” otherwise, the im-
peachment articles will be ap-
proved by an overwhelming
majority of Representatives. !

However, comment today by!
Republican members of #@on-,
gress, including members of the'
House Judiciary Committee,
suggests that the vaemdent
would be turned down! if he
requested adoptlon of such a
plan.

A spokesm&n for” the House

‘Republlcan»u

Representative®Rhades was not
endorsing or re;rectmg the plan
at this time. The spokesman)
quoted Mr. ‘Rhodes as s,aymg
“it is something the President
has to decide politically.”

Representative - Wiggins of

tough for people to make tough
dec151ons but that’s what they
are her for ” he said i na state-
ment. “I%can see a political
tactic to 'get some Republi-
cans off the-hook, but I won’t
support it.” - 7

“I am concerned about”the
constitutional aspects of im-
peaching the President by 'un-
animous concent,” Mr. Wiggins
continued. “It is the constitu-
tiona] duty:of the House of
Representatives to impeach. To

-supporters of the”
- President ‘in the House who pe-

ito debate”

the Judiciary Committee cate-j|.
gorically opposed the plan. “It’s

do something like this properly
there has to be ‘an open de-’
bate and since impeachment |
has been used so infrequently
I.don’t think there should‘ be
‘any short cuts.”

Another’ Republican on ‘the
committee, Delbert L.iLatta of
Ohio, 1ndlcated that he could .

support something like the Frey
plan. “It would in my judg-
ment, Al right under the
Constl@ﬁtlon” because “they
-would be voting on it.” :
__“There isn’t anything in the
Constitution that says you have
an impechment
vote, he said.

A typical response among
House Republicans was that of
Representative Ronald A. Sara-
sin of Connecticut. “I object
violently,” he said. “If the
President came to us and told
us to vote against impeach-
ment, we would tel] him to go
to hell. T think we should say
the same thing if he told us to
vote for impeachment. This is
our responsiblity.”

.In the Senate, Senator Barry
Goldwater, Republican of Ari-
-zona, said that he was ‘very
’strongly opposed” to bypassing
debate in the House.

Both Mr. Warren and Mr.
Buchanan stated ﬂat!y that the
President “had no intention of
resxgmng They also said that
the President had no plans to
take his case to the publlc r
with a television address.




