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St. Clair Tells Court of Another Gap in

) MNVTESLOST Recordings of White House

far n tapes produced in re- ih:: rqulic less than 'an‘,-ha?‘,"
sponse to| subpoenas by the: asts - o

prosecution, “occurs at  page Thfﬁééexgbgiit,, ’sMYhaIf“'\I,ﬂﬁ /
: ” ¢ conce ) TN A =
© 1125 of the blue book. | SOl I began mew inquiries,

o
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iix'anTranscriﬁtsHad‘Shown
NoMissing Portionsin Tape
of{_‘Meeting With Top Aides

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
- .Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 31—The
Vhite House told Judge John

I. Sirica today that more than|

five minutes of a Presidential
conyersation of April 17, 1973,
had not been. preserved by
White House tape-recording
squipment. ‘

The tape of .the 45-minute
discussion between President
Nixon and his top aides had

oeen subpoenaed by Leon Ja- |

worski, . the special prosecutor
and was surrendered to the
United States District Court
yesterday .in compliance with a
Supreme Court decision uphold-
ing the subpoena.

~James D. St. Clair,” Mr.
Nixon’s chief Watergate de-
fense attorney, told Judge Si-

rica yesterday, upon “turning| -

over the first 20 tape-recorded
conversations subpoened by the
prosecutor, that he was not
aware of “gaps” or anomalies
in any of the reels of tape. -
In a statement submitted to
the court today, however, in
which ‘he asserted claims of
executive privilege with res-
pect to some portions of some
conversations, Mr. St. Clair dis-
closed that “approximately five
minutes and 12 seconds” of the !

April 17; 1973, discussion “were }

never recorded.”
**Included in Transcripts
A’ transcript of the tape re- |

A

cording of that meeting, which |

ended just seven minutes be- |
fore the Presiden “made his|
public  announcement about |
“major developments” in the,
Watergate case, was included'
in the edited transcripts pub-
lished by the White House and
simultaneously submitted to
th¢ White House and simul-
taneously submitted o the
House Judiciary Committee last’
April. '

The Judiciary Committee,
which was then investigating
and has since recommended the
impeachment of the President, .
Wwas never provided the April
17" 'tape recording itself, how-
ever.

That .tape ‘was released for.
the first time  yesterday to
Judge Sirica in response to the
high court’s unanimous de-
cision last week upholding Mr.
Jaworski’s subpoena, - - ¢,

In the analysis filed with the
court today, Mr. St. Clair noted |
that the omission, the third so'

'
i

Page 1125 is about midway |
through the April 17 transcript
prepared by the White House:
and included in the large blue
volume “of transcripts made

- public. But there is no indica-' ~
i tion anywhere in the transcript
that the conversation is not
| continuous. . ’

. Mr. St. Clair explained that ;
the “gap” was caused  when|
one of the tape recorders in!
th}a.basé:r,nent of the Executive
Office Building, next door to
the White House, ran out of
tape.

The delay occurred while

‘those in charge of monitoring

the, machines, - which were
under the control of the Secret
Seryice, replaced the full reel
with a fresh one, he said. .

Judge Sirica announced late
Jast night that a recording of!

a meeting on June 20, 1972,

between the President and “H.R.
Haldeman, then chief of the
‘White House staff, contained a
segment of 1815 minutes in
which & buzz obscured. what
a‘gparently was a conversation
a

out-the Watergate break-in

threeidays earlier.

‘A panel of technical experts
concluded after examining the
tape that the buzz had been
caused by an intentional at-
tempt to erase the tape. A
Watergate grand jury investi-
gation so far has not "deter-
mined ‘the responsibility for the
erasure.

4 Earlier Assertion -

"Earlier this month, Richard
Ben-Veniste, one of Mr. Jawor-
ski’s assistants, announced in
Judge. Sirica’s court that a re-
cording of a conversation held
March 20, 1973, in the Oval Of-
fice contained a gap of nearly
19. mi
The“April 17, 1973, conver-
sation that was the subject of
today’s.disclosure-began in the
Presidént’s office at 3:50 P.M.
accprding to the published
White House transcript.

ivgith Mr. Nixon were Mr.
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlichman,
then his principal domestic ad-
viser, and Ronald L. Zeigler,
hi%%press secretary.

ne chief topic of discussion,
according to .the published
transcript, was whether Mr.
Nixon should make a public
announcement that day about
rapidly accelerating develop-.
ments in the Jifstice Depart-
ment’s investigation of the
Watergate . cover-up. ,

-‘Mr. Ehrlichman -advised the
President that he should do so,
the transcript shows. Mr. Nixon
and -his.aide then proceeded to

shall we say?” ,

““Well, I don’t know,” Mr.

Ehrlichman responded.
PRESIDENT: ‘Four weeks

agé”we’ why don’t we say.
iShall . we - sét ‘a date? That
"“sounds-a hell of a lot strong-
er if we set a date.” '
EHRLICHMAN: All right.
PRESIDENT: “On March
21, I began new inquiries. . ’
| The President contended in
his public statement a few min-
utes fater that as-a result of

121, 197

hammer out the phrases that
were to startle the press and

“serious charges” “"that  had
come to his attefition on March
973, he “began intensive
new infquiries” into the Water-
gate case that led to “major
developments” and ‘_‘real pro-
\gress . . . in finding the‘_vtmth.”
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