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1974 

T
he T

apes: M
r. N

ixon's H
ard C

hoice 

Joseph K
raft 

u
m

 

B
usiness friends of the P

resident are 
now

 beginning to circulate am
ong con-

se
rv

a
tiv

e
 se

n
a
to

rs p
ro

p
o
sa

ls th
a
t 

w
o
u
ld

 allo
w

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 to

 p
ay

 b
ack

 
taxes and quit w

ithout further penalty. 
It is easy to see w

hy. 
F

o
r sh

o
rt o

f step
p

in
g

 d
o

w
n

, th
e 

P
resident has no good choices left. T

he 
unanim

ous S
uprem

e C
ourt decision on 

th
e tap

es h
as p

u
t h

im
 in

 th
e p

o
sitio

n
 

w
h
ere h

e eith
er co

u
g
h
s u

p
 m

aterial 
nearly certain to be badly incrim

inat-
in

g
 o

r ru
n
s a n

early
 certain

 p
eril o

f 
quick im

peachm
ent by the S

enate. 
T

he devastating m
aterial involves 17 

tap
es am

o
n

g
 th

e 6
4

 su
b

p
o

en
aed

 o
n

 
A

p
ril 1

6
 b

y
 th

e W
aterg

ate S
p
ecial 

P
rosecutor L

eon Jaw
orski in connec-

tio
n
 w

ith
 th

e trial o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's 

leading aides for conspiracy to cover 
up the W

atergate burglary. O
n M

ay 1, 
the W

hite H
ouse indicated it w

ould not 
h

o
n

o
r th

e su
b

p
o

en
a. D

istrict Ju
d

g
e 

Jo
h
n
 S

irica set M
ay

 6
 as th

e d
ay

 fo
r 

arg
u
m

en
t o

n
 w

h
eth

er th
e S

u
b
p
o
en

a 
should be quashed. 

O
n M

ay 5, the day before argum
ent, 

Jam
es S

t. C
lair, the P

resident's W
ater-

gate counsel, m
et w

ith M
r. Jaw

orski at 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. T

h
e tw

o
 law

y
ers 

w
o

rk
ed

 o
u

t a d
eal th

at w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e  

avoided a court test on the subpoena. 
T

h
e d

eal p
ro

v
id

ed
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
turn over to the special prosecutor 17 
of the 64 tapes. 

O
n M

ay 6, the P
resident him

self lis-
ten

ed
 to

 p
arts o

f th
e 1

7
 tap

es. H
e re-

fu
sed

 to
 g

o
 alo

n
g

 w
ith

 th
e d

eal, as 
M

r. S
t. C

lair indicated on M
ay 7. T

he 
u
p
sh

o
t w

as th
e case o

•f th
e 6

4
 tap

es 
w

hich cam
e to a close a w

eek ago W
ed-

n
esd

ay
 w

ith
 th

e u
n
an

im
o
u
s d

ecisio
n
 

against the P
resident. 

S
ince M

r. N
ixon refused to turn over 

the tapes after listening to them
, since 

for the sake of the tapes he risked and 
lo

st so
 m

u
ch

 in
 th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt, 

th
e p

resu
m

p
tio

n
 is th

at th
e m

aterial 
o
n
 th

e tap
es is v

ery
 d

am
ag

in
g
. T

h
at 

presum
ption is underlined by a glance 

at som
e of the conversation contained 

in the 17 tapes. 
T

w
o of the tapes are of conversation 

betw
een M

r. N
ixon and his chief politi-

cal aide, C
harles C

olson, on June 20, 
1972—

three days after the W
atergate 

b
reak

-in
. A

n
o
th

er th
ree in

v
o
lv

e co
n
-

v
ersatio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d

 
his chief of staff, H

. R
. H

aldem
an, on 

June 23, 1972. A
t issue in all five tapes 

is the question of w
hether M

r. N
ixon  

w
a
sn

't in
fo

rm
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse role in the W
atergate burglary 

in the very first days after the event. 
T

hree m
ore tapes relate to conversa-

tions on M
arch 20, 1973, betw

een M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 M

r. H
ald

em
an

, in
 tw

o
 o

f 
w

h
ich

 Jo
h
n
 E

h
rlich

m
an

, th
e P

resi-
d
en

t's ch
ief d

o
m

estic aid
e, w

as also
 

present. T
hose talks w

ere held an the 
day before, according to M

r. N
ixon's 

sto
ry

, h
e first learn

ed
 o

f th
e W

ater-
g

ate co
v

er-u
p

 fro
m

 Jo
h

n
 D

ean
. A

ll 
th

ree tap
es p

resu
m

ab
ly

 in
v
o
lv

e ev
i-

dence that M
r. N

ixon knew
 about the 

cover-up before the supposed revela-
tions by D

ean. 
U

nder the S
uprem

e C
ourt ruling as 

interpreted by Judge S
irica, the P

resi-
dent has been ordered to yield the 17 
ta

p
e
s to

 th
e
 D

istric
t C

o
u
rt b

y
 to

-
m

orrow
. S

ince Judge S
irica has to re-

view
 the tapes for m

aterial that is not 
germ

ane or that involves national se-
curity, the W

hite H
ouse can probably 

tie the m
aterial up in court at leastim

-
til after the H

ouse votes on im
peach-

m
ent this m

onth. 
B

ut if the H
ouse sustains the articles 

voted by the Judiciary C
om

m
ittee, as 

now
 seem

s certain, the P
resident w

ill  

co
m

e u
n
d
er h

eav
y
 p

ressu
re to

 m
ak

e 
the m

aterial available to the im
peach-

m
en

t p
ro

ceed
in

g
s. T

h
e S

en
ate w

ill 
v
o
te to

 su
b
p
o
en

a th
e 1

7
 tap

es—
an

d
 

o
th

er relev
an

t m
atter—

as so
o
n
 as it 

begins its im
peachm

ent hearings. 
S

enators, and especially such crucial 
southerners as John S

tennis of M
issis-

sippi, take a far m
ore serious view

 of 
th

eir d
ig

n
ity

 an
d
 p

o
w

er th
an

 is cu
r-

ren
t in

 th
e H

o
u

se. M
o

reo
v

er, b
y

 th
e 

tim
e th

e case reach
es th

e S
en

ate, th
e 

P
resident w

ill have been form
ally ac-

cused—
a m

an already in the dock. If 
he refuses to honor a S

enate subpoena, 
there w

ill be an overw
helm

ing m
ajor-

ity
 fo

r im
p
each

m
en

t o
n
 th

e issu
e o

f 
contem

pt of the S
enate alone. 

S
o nobody should pay m

uch attention 
to R

on Z
iegler's spiels about the P

resi-
dent being confident. T

he fact is that as 
never before M

r. N
ixon is betw

een a 
rock and a hard place. E

ither he gives up 
m

aterial w
h

ich
 is b

o
u

n
d

 to
 b

e v
ery

 
d

am
ag

in
g

 o
r h

e risk
s o

u
ster b

y
 th

e 
S

en
ate. It m

ak
es sen

se th
at m

an
y

 re-
sponsible persons in business and poli-
tic

s w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 lo

o
ld

n
g
 fo

r a
 w

a
y
 

w
h

ereb
y

 h
e co

u
ld

 step
 d

o
w

n
 v

o
lu

n
-

tarily. 
19'74, F

ield E
nterprises, Ine. 


