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20 Months to5 Years for 
Ehrlichman in Breakmin 

Washington 

John D. Ehrlichman, once 
President Nixon's right hand 
man for domestic affairs, 
drew a minimum 20 months' 
imprisonment in the Phim-
ers case yesterday for his 
part i n what the court 
called ,a e"shameful episode 
in the-history of our .coun- 
try." e - 

U.S. District Judge Ger-
hard Gesell ordered only 
probation for two Cuban ref- 

ugee members of the White 
House spy team. Gesell said 
the CUbans had been duped 
into the operation. 

Ehrlichman d r e W three 
concurrent sentences ,,fof 20 
months to five years on each 
of his convictions of author-
izing the break-in at the of-
fice of Dr. Lewis Fielding, 
Daniel Ellsberg's psychia-
trist, and two counts of per-
jury before Watergate grand 
juries.  

The perjury convictions 
stemmed f r. o m Ehrlich-
man's testimony that he was 

o t aware befar€e ' fhe 
break-in of the plan to ob-
tain a psychological profile 
of Ellsberg. 
Although not the stiffest. 

sentences handed out in the 
Watergate cases. Ehrlich-
man's penalty was the most 
severe, meted so far to any 
high official of the Nixon ad-
ministration. H e remains 
free without bond pending 
appeal. 

G. Gordon Liddy, already 
under a six-year, eight-
month to 20-year sentence in 
the Watergate break-in, drew 
another- 1 to 3 years concur-
rent to his present term. He 
was convicted as a leader of 
the Fielding break-in opera-
tion. 

Bernard L. Barker and 
Eugenio R. Martinez, con-
victed Watergate burglars 
who admitted breaking into 
Fielding's office on a -White 
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House mission, were given 
three year's probation after 
Gesell said they had suf-
fered enough. 

All four men were convict-
ed by a jury in U,S. District 
Court here' July 12 after a 
two-week. trial. All are ap-
pealing. 

Ehrlichman, whose; family 
did not accompany him yes-
terday morning as they did 
throughout the 12-day trial, 
was asked before sentencing 
'f he wished to address the 
court. 

Speaking almost inaudi-
)1y, he said: "May it please 
he court, I am the only one 
in this room who' really 
Mows whether I am guilty 
or not guilty of the charges 
against me. Your honor, I 
am innocent of each and ev-
ery one of the charges in 
this case." 

Gesell, in response, told 
Urn that he among the de-
fendants "held the highest 
position of public trust in 
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our ,government" and 'thus 
oust bear "the major re-
3ponsibility for this shame-
ul episode in the history of 

our country." 
He told Ehrlichman, "The 

constitution was ignored, the 
ights o f citizens were 
abused, the Ellsberg federal 
zosecution was tainted and 
lad to be dismissed . . ." 
The judge told Ehrlich-

nan that he had "given 
Leavy weight to the many 
affirmative aspects of your 
ife" in deciding on t sen-
ence of 20 months t1 five 
'ears on each count,' to run 
'oncurrently. 

On the steps of the U.S. 
)istrict courthouse after the 
sentencing, Ehrlichman 
nade a brief,, statement. 
;peaking confideptly, h e 

an aid he wanted to j'alk aboit 
`the fundamental Issues and 
xinciples" involved in the 

ease. 
"People who are in gov- 

)rnment are constantly re-
muired to balance the rights 
)f an individual against the 
arger rights of the nation 
is a whole," he said. "The 
)bvious example i s the 
'armer whops asked to give 
ip his farm in order to build 

airbase in wartime"" 
Such "balancing judg-

nents," he said, "are in-
'olved day to day in various 
aspects of government life. 
rhere was a balance of that ' 
and involved in this case." 
H e - "Aoted that Gesell 

`ruled that this issue could 
lot be raised," , adding: "it 
a our view this 'is an error 
4 law." This was an appar-
eit reference to defense at-
.empts to introduce the issue 
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of national security — if not 
as a justification, at leaSt as 
a context in which the epi-
sode should be considered — 
at the trial. 

Ehrlichman remains free 
pending  the outcome of his 
appeal. 

He is scheduled to, go on 
trial August 15 in Los Ange-
les on ,a perjury charge 
growing, out of his testimony 
before a grand jury, and in 
Washington again in Septem-
ber. He. is one of six persons 
charged with having a t-
tempted to cover up the 
Watergate break-in. 

Liddy, who said he had 
"nothing;' at all at this time" 
to say to the court, was de-
scribeVby the judge as hay- . 
ing "a ',Middle-level degree 
of responsibility" for. the 
break-in of Fielding's office. 
But, in sentencing him to 
one to three years, Gesell 
said the "violation was de-
liberate and your offense 
clear." 

Martinez, apparently 
speaking for both himself 
and Barker, said, "It was 
never in my mind to do (a) 
wrong thing." He and Bar-
ker, both sometimes opera-
tives of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, were re-
cruited for the Fielding 
meak-in by E E. Howard 
Hunt, the former CIA agent 
and member of the Plumb-
ers unit who was named as 
an unindicted co - conspira-
tor in the indictment. He 
was granted immunity to 
testify at the trial. 

Gesell, after listening to 
Martinez' plea, told him and 
Barker: , "Without giving the 
matter adequate thought, it • 
appears to the court that 
you contributed to illegal ac-
tivity by our government, 
which in many ways was 
typical of the very regime 
which you both so strenuous-
'y. and courageously opposed 
in Cuba." Both men have 
been active in CIA spon-
sored anti - Castro activi-
ties. according to their own 
testimony. 

A.P.&U.P. 


