
Washington 

President Nixon would be. 
eligible for the $60,000 pen-
sion paid former presidents 
if he resigned, but would 
lose it' if he were impeached 
and removed from office, a 
report of the General Ac-
counting Office indicates. 

The report, written in im-
personal terms without spe-
cific mention of. Mr. Nixon, 
was prepared at the request 
of Senator Philip A. Hart 
(Dem-Mich.). 

"Clearly, if a President is 
impeached by the House of 
Representatives, and con-
victed and removed f r o m 
office by the Senate, he 
would not be entitled to re-
ceive any of the benefits 
granted to former Presi-
dents by (the presidential 
pension law)," GAO wrote. 

This law provices for for-
mer Presidents a pension 
equivalent to the salary of a 
cabinet officer. Currently, 
this is $60,000. 

"The: legislative history of 
all of the pertinent statutes 
appears that a President 
who resigns from office at 
any time prior to a convic-
tion in the.  Senate;  would be 
entitled to the.. presidential 
pension." 	• 

The GAO further noted 
that a President who pre-
viouSly served as vice presi-
dent, representative, sena-
tor, or as a federal employ-:.  
ee or a member of the mill-
tary might have other pen-
sion rights., Mr. Nixon 
served in :all, these capaci-
ties- 

"If a President is im-
peached and removed from 
office, it would be for the 
Civil Service Commission 
and the courts to decide 
what effect. if any, this ac-
tion would have on his civil 
service annuity," the GAO 
said. 

Secret Service protection 
for former Presidents is pro- 

vided by a different law 
which does not go into the, 
circumstances under which 
a President leaves office, 
the GAO said. It provides 
that, at the direction. of the 
secretary of the treasury. a 
former President and his 
wife are entitled to lifetime 
protection. 
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