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Memo on

Campaign Spying

Washington

w‘ The House J udlcxary Com-

Withe

o eftm ts to

., mittee has obtained evi-

- dence that, months before
Wate1 gate Dbreak-in,
4 White House officials, in-
" cluding H. R. Haldeman,

. were informed of Republi-
‘ can efforts to spy on Demo-

cratic presidential ¢can di-
;“da“ce's. _
The evidence is contained

"=in a series of confidential

memorandums written
in1971 and 1972 by Gordon C.
Strachan to Haldeman,-then
the White House chief of
staff,

Haldeman has denied un-
der oath having any fore-
knowledge of covert intelli-
gence-gathering efforts
aimed at Democratic candi-
dates.

The first reference to po-
litical espionage efforts on
behalf of the Committee for
the Re-election of the Presi-

- dent appears in a ‘“‘political
» matters”
wdrom Strachan, Haldeman’s
‘. White House aide,

memorandum

dated

of “suggestions” by Patrick
J. Buchanan, a presidential
speech writer, ‘“for causing
Muskie difficulties during
appealances ”

New'York Times

Sept 18, 1971 in which Stra-

- chan noted, almost in pass-
-ing, that “a plant will be in

Muskie headquarters begin-

.ming October 1.” Other
“memos detail some of that
operatlon one reporting that
' _“the Muskie office plant is

. broducing speeches
prlor to delivery, recipients
of Muskie materials in cer-
= tain states, and films of cer-
tam files.”

Strachan also displayed
: Some apparent knowledge of
~the re- electlon committee’s
sabatage” the |
“primary campaigns of Dem-
ocratic presidential chal-
lenders referring in the Oc-
tober memo to the success

!




