| SFChronicle

JUL 31 1974

Kissinger and
Semantics

Washington

senator J. William- Ful-
bright (Dem-Ark.) said yes-
terday that an “unfortunate

- - semantic difference’’ has ar-

isen over Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger’s testimony
that he never “initiated”

' i+ wiretaps of reporttrs and

A

e

. government officials in

. 1969-71.
Fulbright made the state-

. ment after General Alexan-

der M. Haig, White House
chief of staff, appeared bt-
. fore the Senate Foreign Re-

+ lations Committee as the fi-

L+

- supported- Kissinger’s ac-,

i

~" committee,

. nal witness in a new review
of Kissinger’s involvement
in the wiretap affair.

Haig said he ‘“generally

¢ count.

Fulbright, chairman of the
did not make
clear whether he was back-

. ing away from previous sup-

port for Kissinger.

He said: “I am not pre-
pared to make any conclu-

~sion yet.”

Fulbright’s committee be-
gan the review of Kissin-
ger’s role after the secre-
tary threatened in June to

» resign unless cleared of alle-
. gations he did not tell the

truth in sworn testimony
that he did not order the
taps. '

FBI documents gathered
in the course of the House
impeachment inquiry stated
that the 17 wiretaps on
newsmen and certain
present and former govern-
ment officials were institut-
ed upon requests from Kis- .
singer, which were relayed
through Haig, who was then
his deputy.

Fulbright said Kissinger’s
story is that the tapping pro-
gram was ordered by Mr.

"Nixon ‘“‘and all he (Kissin-

ger) did subsequently was
participate in carrying it
out. In that sense he didn’t
initiate any wiretaps.”

But he added “I think a
very unfortunate semantic
difference has arisen which
will be difficult to resolve
. ... I asked him in Septem-
ber whether he initiated any
wiretaps and his answer was

¢ ’

1o.

“I think he was thinking of
‘initiated’” as meaning the
program. But if you think of,
it from the point of view of
the individuals (who were
tapped) I don’t know how
you can get away from say-
ing he initiated them.”
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