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Questions for Ford

Sorrow at
‘Reinecke
Conviction

By Michael Harris

Vice President Gerald R,
Ford said here yesterday he
thought the decision on
whether California Lieuten-
ant Governor Ed Reinecke
should resign following his
conviction for perjury
should be left to Reinecke.

Ford also told reporters
that he regards former Sec-
retary of the Treasury John
B. Connally innocent unless
proven guilty, that he hasno
idea when the indictments of
prominent  administration
figures will stop. and that
President Nixon will not re-
sign. d

“I feel very sad about Ed
Reinecke in this situation,”
said Ford, who formerly
served in Congress with the
lieutenant governor.

“I noted that two of the
-three charges made against
him were dropped and he
was convicted on the third. T
think it’s up to him to decide
whether he should stay in of-
fice or not.”

The flood of questions
about political difficulties di-
rected at Ford during gz
press conference at the St
Francis Hotel tended to ob-
scure the reason Ford had
come fo the eity — his ac-
ceptance of an invitation to
talk - about racial equality
before the National Urban
League. )

Occasionally a black re-
_porter was able to break
into the questioning long
enough to ask questions of
concern to the Urban
League, a predominantly
black civil rights organiza-
tion whose main emphasis
has been improving job op-
portunities for minorities.

The reporter asked at one
point why the administration
was permitting uemploy-
ment to rise.
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“I think you have to re-
cognize we are going
through a transition peried
and we're moving into a
peacetime era and a much
more sophisticated society,”
Ford replied.

“You’re going to have
some losses on a temporary
basis,  but opportunities in
the next few years, with bet-
ter education (now availa-
ble) for blacks, are obvious-

- Iy going to be better.”

. But then the questioning
swung back to politics.

Ford told a questioner he
did not know whether an im-
peachment vote by the
House would move Presi-
dent Nixon to take his case
to the American people by
television and radio. But
Ford added he regarded
trial by the Senate as a bet-
ter forum for presenting the
facts. '
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ferred before Ford addressed the civil rights group here

Questioned again about
Connally, who is now a Re-
publican, Ford replied, “I
think it is tragic a man with
the . fine public record of
John Connally is indicted.’
Ford said he was acquainted

- with Connally “from my

own observations, dating
back to when (he) was the
Democratic governor of
Texas.”

In his luncheon talk to the
Urban League, Ford said
that when he was confirmed
as vice president, a eivil :
rights leader had said, “You ;




can put all the black and
brown “folks Jerry Ford
knows in the trunk of a Pin-
to and still have room for
the GOP elephant.” -

After the laughter faded
Ford said, ‘“Although not
what you might like it to be,
my civil rights record is
anything but negative, and it
is a long way from standing
in the doorway of a school
house in defiance of a feder-
al court order inan attempt
to deny black children a
quality education.”

Ford said the Nixon ad-
ministration had appointed
far too many black leaders
to important government

posts to be accused of *‘to-
kenism.” As evidence, he
listed officials — seven still
in the government. The oth-
er three, James Farmer, Ar-
thur Fletcher and Samuel
Jackson, resrgned after pro-
testing administration eivil
rights policies. -

Ford offered an optimistic
view of the future.

“This nation has raised
the last generation of Ameri-
can citizens that will' see
some of its members denied
opportunity te find and hold
decent jobs and have pro-
ductive careers through no
fault of their own,” the vice
president said.

“Minorities are no longer
marching and staging sit-ing
to gain access to lunch
counters and other public

-accommodations. The thrust

in the *70s is to own some of
those lunch counters and
other business enterprises.”

The last sentence was
greeted with applause from
many of Ford’s listeners.

The vice president, who
flew here from Washington,
left for speaking appear-
ances in Las Vegas, Reno
and San Diego immediately
following his talk. He is due
back in Washington at 5
a.m. tomorrow.



