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Convicted
Of Perjury

By Lawrence Feinberg
Washington Post Staff Writer
California Lt. Gov. Ed
Reinecke was convicted of
perjury yesterday by a fed-
eral court jury here for ly-
ing to a Senate committee
two years ago about the In-
ternational - Telephone and
Telegraph Corp. case.
Prosecutors at the 11-day
trial charged that the 50-
year-old Republican lied to
the Senate Judiciary ‘Com-
mittee in April, 1972, in or--
der to protect former Attor-
ney General John N. Mite-
hell, whose political support
he was then courting.
Reinecke told the commit-
tee that he and Mitchell
never discussed a $400,000
offer from ITT to help fi-
nance the 1972 Republican
National Convention in San
Diego until September, 1971,
two months after the Justice
Department agreed to .an
out-of-court settlement of its

antitrust ‘cases against the )

T conglomerate.

His testimony agreed with
what Mitchell
had told the committee. But
Reinecke acknowledegd
later and repeated at the
trial that he had actualiy in-
formed Mitchell about the
ITT offer in three telephone
conversations during May
and June, 1971, while the an-
titrust settlement was being
negotiated.

Mitchell has not been in-

dicted for his Senate testi- |

mony.

The jury of six men and
six women delivered its ver-
dict at 12:50 p.m. yesterday,
after deliberating almost 9
hours starting Friday after-

' noon.

As he walked out of the
| courtroom, Reinecke told re-
porters the verdict was “a
gross miscarriage of jus-
tice.” He said he would ap-
peal it.

. Reinecke faces a sentence
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~of up to five years imprison-
ment and a $2,000 fine.

U.S. District Court Judge:
Barrington, D. Parker al-
lowed him to remain free
W‘ithouﬁ: bond, but said Rei:
necke would haveto stay in
Washington wuntil Monday
morning to meet with proba-
tion officers.

Reinecke, a- conservative

. previously :

Watergate grand jury here
while he was running for
the Republican nomination
for governor of California.
Although he had been
ahead in the polls, - he
quickly lost support and was
defeated decisively in the
June 4 primary by state

Controller Houston Flour-

noy.

After the verdiect yester-
day, Reagan called the con-
ivie’cion a “tragic event,” and

"said+hestillhasconfidence

in Reinecke’s integrity.

Reagan 'said he  would
have no comment ' on
whether Reinecke will re-
‘main as lieutenant governor
“until after he talks with Rei-
necke and his attorneys. His
term as lieutenant governor
expires at the end of the
year.

Reinecke appeared before
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee on April 19, 1972,
during its hearings on the
nomination of Richard G.
Kleindienst to succeed Mitch-
ell as Attorney General.

After publication of a
memo from ITT Ilobbyist
Dita Beard, the hearings fo-
cused on an offer by Shera-
ton Hotels, a subsidiary of
ITT, to contribute up to
$400,000 for the 1972 Repub-
lican convention if it. were
held in San Diego.

The Judiciary Committee
tried to determine whether
the offer influenced the Jus-

liberate lie. He said he was
tired after an all-night plane
trip and confused by un-
clear questions. He said he
thought the senators’ ques-
tions dealt only with meet-

_ ings he had with Mitchell,

not with telephone conversa-
tions.
But Watergate Assistant

Special Prosecutor Richard

Davis introduced evidence
showing that Reinecke told
newspaper interviewers on
March 2, 1972, that he had
informed Mitchell of the
ITT offer in May, 1971, %

Reinecke - acknowledged
on the witness stand that he
retracted the statement the
next day, after receiving a

 phone call from a top Mitch-

ell aide, Assistant Attorney
General Robert Mardian.

In his closing argument,
Davis said Reinecke had
told the senators “deliberate
lies ... for one reason—to
protect the still very power-
ful John Mitchell, a ‘man
who could help him become

governor.”
-In the or1g1na1 1nd1ctment
in April Reinecke was

charged with tree counts of
perjury. One was dropped
by the prosecutor’s office a
few days before the trial be-
gan and another was dis-
missed by Judge Parker-
after the prosecution com-
pleted its case.

The count on which the
jury convicted him involved
questions put to Reinecke
by Sen. 'Hiram Fong (R-
Hawaii).

tice Department to settle its

antitrust cases against ITT,

which Kleindienst had su-

pervised as deputy attorney
general. The settlement, an-
nounced on July 31, 1971, al-
lowed ITT to keep the Hart-
ford Life insurance com-
pany, but required it to di-
.vest itself of Avis Rent-a-Car

" and several other subsidiar-

ies.

Mitchell told the senators
on March 14, 1972, that he
took no part in the antitrust
settlement, and also denied

. the assertion in Mrs. Beard’s

‘memo that he knew about

ITT’s offer to help finance’

the convention in the spring
-of 1971.

In answer to a question,
Mitchell denied specifically
having talked to Reinecke
about the convention in
May, 1971. Reinecke was a
chief promoter of holding
the convention in San Di-

ego.
During his Senate testi-
mony, Reinecke backed

Mitchell’s story and said the

two men had- not talked -

about the convention until
September, 1971,

But in the summer of
1973, Reinecke told Water-
gate special prosecutors

about the phone calls he
and Mitchell had concerning
the convention in May and
June, 1971.

During his trial last week,
Reinecke acknowledged
making a “mistake” in his
Senate testimony, but in-

sisted he had not told a de-

The specific exchange on
which the jury found him
guilty reads:

Sen. Fong: So as far as
your testimony is concern-

ed, Mr. [Ed gar] Gillen-
waters— . . .

Mr. Gillenwaters: Thank
you.

Sen Fong: and Lt. Gov.
Reinecke, is that prior to
the settlement of the ITT
case no conversation was
had by either one of you to
anyone in the Justice De-
partment that the ITT peo-
ple had promised to do cer-
tain things in San Diego?

Mr. Reinecke: That is
quite true.

The jury foreman, Clayton
Q. Roth, a 29-year old man-
agement intern at the De-
partment of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, told Judge
Parker that the jurors had
been unable to agree about
Reinecke’s answers to three
other questions put to him
by Fong that were included
in the perjury count.

But Parker said the jury
needed to find Reinecke
guilty of perjury on only

one answer in order to con-

vict him.

During the trial, Rei-
necke’s lawyer, James E.
Cox, portrayed the defend-
ant as a “simple, candid
man” and several times

called him “that big dum-

my.n

Reinecke stood calmly as
the jury gave its verdict,
but his wife, Jean, called
out, “My God, no. No, he’s
not guilty,” and began cry-
ing.

In the hallway afterwards
she said bitterly: “That was
the most unfair trial I have
ever witnessed. It was prej-
udiced from the ‘beginning.
We were yelled at, screamed.
at, and belittled.”

Reinecke’s conviction' yes-
terday is the second one to
arise out of the ITT affair
and the Senate hearings on
the Kleindienst nomination.

In May Kleindienst him-
:self pleaded guilty to an un-
usual misdemeanor charge
of refusing to testify accu-
rately at the hearings. He
was given a suspended one-
. month prison sentence by

. federal Judge George L.
Hart Jr., who said Kléin-
dienst had “a heart that is

_ too loyal.”

A member of the Water-
gate special prosecutor’s
office indicated that Mitch-
ell had not been indicited
for'-his ITT testimony be-
cause more important cases
had been brought against
him.

The former attorney gen-
eral was trie dand acquited
last April o ncharges of ly-
ing about a secret campaign
contribution from financier
Robert Vesco. He is facing
trial here in September,
along with five other former
top Nixon aides, on charges
of covering-up the Water-
gate break-in.

In a massive report ,is-
sued last week, the House
Judiciary Committee staff
said that it could not sub-
stitute the allegation that
ITT’s offer for the Republi-
can convention had in-
fluenced the settlement of
the anti-trust cases agaist
it.

The conventio nitself was
switched from San Diego

. to Miami Beach after the

v ITT offer was disclosed.
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California Lt. Gov. Ed Reinecke and his family = ment of jury’s verdict. From left, Reinecke, his another son, Tom. After verdict was announced

3

. arrive at U.S. courthouse prior to announce- wife Jane; a son, Mark; a daughter, Mimi, and the wbmzmowam left from an underground garage.



