
H
ou

se L
eaders F

eel T
ren

d Is A
gain

st N
ixon

 
B

y M
ary R

ussell 
W

ashington P
oet S

taff W
riter 

H
o

u
se lead

ers feel th
at 

th
e m

o
m

en
tu

m
 o

f th
e im

-
peachm

ent hearings so far is 
w

o
rk

in
g
 ag

ain
st th

e P
resi-

dent, both in the com
m

ittee 
and for future floor votes. 

W
hile H

ouse R
epublican 

leader John R
hodes (A

riz.) 
said it w

ould be unseem
ly to 

tak
e a h

ead
 co

u
n
t o

f w
h
o
 

w
o

u
ld

 v
o

te fo
r o

r ag
ain

st 
im

p
each

m
en

t o
n

 th
e flo

o
r, 

h
e ad

m
itted

 th
at th

e h
ear-

ings so far have not favored 
the P

resident. 
R

hodes still believes there 
are not enough votes for im

-
peachm

ent on the floor. H
e 

says the situation is volatile 
a
n
d
 c

o
u
ld

 c
h
a
n
g
e
 a

g
a
in

 
in

 th
e n

ex
t w

eek
 o

r so
. 

M
eanw

hile R
hodes is ago-

nizing over how
 he w

ill cast 
his ow

n vote. A
ides said he 

w
e
n
t to

 O
c
e
a
n
 C

ity
 la

st 
w

eekend bearing arm
loads 

of Judiciary C
om

m
ittee m

a-
terial to

 read
, an

d
 th

ey
 d

e-
scribe him

 as genuinely not 
decided. 

T
h
ey

 say
 h

e in
ten

d
s to

  

m
eet w

ith R
epublican m

em
-

bers of the com
m

ittee after 
they cast their votes to dis-
cuss their decision, and w

ill 
not m

ake up his m
ind until 

after th
at. R

h
o

d
es also

 in
-

ten
d
s to

 m
eet w

ith
 o

th
er 

H
ouse R

epublicans in sm
all 

groups of 10 to see if there is 
a
 p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f a
 u

n
ite

d
 

front on im
peachm

ent. "H
e 

th
in

k
s it's im

p
ro

b
ab

le at 
this point, but he's going to 
try," a R

hodes aide said of a 
united front. 

R
hodes' ow

n decision, es-
pecially if he should decide 
to

 v
o
te fo

r im
p
each

m
en

t, 
co

u
ld

, h
av

e a b
ig

 effect o
n
 

how
 O

th
er R

ep
u
b
lican

s v
o
te. 

M
ajo

rity
 L

ead
er T

h
o
m

as 
P

. (T
ip

) O
'N

eill (D
-M

ass.) 
feels the Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee has conducted itself w

ith 
"dignity and decorum

" and 
ag

rees th
at m

o
m

en
tu

m
 is 

ru
n

n
in

g
 ag

ain
st th

e P
resi-

dent. 
O

'N
eill p

red
icts th

at th
e 

H
o
u
se w

ill v
o
te im

p
each

-
m

ent by a m
argin of at least 

6
0
 v

o
tes, an

d
 ad

d
s th

at if 
th

e p
resen

t m
o

m
en

tu
m

o
n

- 

tin
u
es th

e m
arg

in
 co

u
ld

 g
o
 

as high as 100. 
H

e stresses that the D
em

-
ocrats haven't taken a head 
count either, but in his esti-
m

ate a m
axim

um
 of 40 D

em
-

o
c
ra

ts, m
o
stly

 fro
m

 th
e
 

S
o
u
th

 an
d
 b

o
rd

er states, 
w

ould vote against im
peach-

m
en

t, w
h

ile at least 4
0

 R
e-

p
u
b
lican

s, fro
m

 th
e N

o
rth

-
east, M

id
w

est an
d
 W

est, 
w

ould vote for it. 
If O

'N
eill's m

im
im

um
 esti-

m
ate is rig

h
t, th

e 4
0
-to

-4
0
 

offset w
ould leave the final 

im
p
each

m
en

t v
o
te at ju

st 
about the party distribution 
in

 th
e H

o
u
se-2

4
8
 D

em
o
-

crats and 187 R
epublicans. 

R
ep

u
b

lican
 v

o
tes fo

r im
-

p
e
a
c
h

m
e
n

t a
re

 lik
e
ly

 to
 

com
e from

 the Illinois, W
is-

co
n
sin

, N
ew

 Y
o
rk

, M
assa-

ch
u

setts, O
h

io
 an

d
 O

reg
o

n
 

delegations. 
D

ebate on the floor is ten-
tativ

ely
 sch

ed
u

led
 to

 b
eg

in
 

A
u
g
. 1

2
, w

ith
 a fin

al v
o
te 

A
ug. 2.3. 
B

efore going to the floor, 
th

e im
p
each

m
en

t d
ecisio

n
 

w
ill b

e
 c

le
a
re

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 

H
o

u
se R

u
les C

o
m

m
ittee, 

w
h
ich

 w
ill set th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 

ru
les fo

r th
e flo

o
r p

ro
ce-

dure. 
T

h
e 1

5
-m

em
b
er R

u
les 

C
o
m

m
ittee, traffic co

p
 fo

r 
legislation in the H

ouse, sets 
th

e len
g

th
 an

d
 term

s o
f d

e-
bate, plus am

endm
ent proce-

dures. 
T

he Judiciary C
om

m
ittee 

is expected to take its w
ork 

to
 th

e ru
les C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 

A
u

g
. 5

. T
h

e p
resen

tatio
n

 
could take from

 one to three 
days. 

O
n
 th

e flo
o
r, Ju

d
iciary

 
C

om
m

ittee C
hairm

an P
eter 

W
. R

odino Jr. (D
-N

.J.) origi-
nally thought he w

ould need 
100 hours to debate and con-
sider am

endm
ents to the im

-
peachm

ent resolution or ar-
ticles. T

h
at w

o
u

ld
 tak

e ap
-

p
ro

x
im

ately
 1

0
 d

ay
s, w

ith
 

the H
ouse w

orking 10 hours 
a day, from

 10 a.m
. to 6 p.m

., 
including a S

aturday session 
if necessary. 

B
ut R

odino, pleased w
ith 

the w
ay things have gone in 

h
is co

m
m

ittee so
 far, n

o
w

  

thinks he m
ay need only 60 

hours. 
A

 spokesm
an for the lead-

ership stressed that no final 
d
ecisio

n
 h

as b
een

 m
ad

e. 
H

o
w

 th
e co

m
m

ittee p
ro

ce-
dure w

orks w
ill help deter-

m
in

e w
h

at flo
o

r arran
g

e-
m

ents m
ight be w

orked out. 
T

h
e ru

le m
o
st lik

ely
 w

ill 
be "open," allow

ing any and 
all am

endm
ents to the reso-

lutions m
em

bers m
ight w

ant 
to offer on the floor. 

T
h

e n
o

rm
al p

ro
ced

u
re is 

th
at th

e H
o

u
se d

eb
ates th

e 
bill for the num

ber of hours 
allo

w
ed

 b
y

 th
e ru

le, w
ith

 
R

epublicans and D
em

ocrats 
d

iv
id

in
g

 th
e tim

e eq
u

ally
. 

W
h

en
 n

o
 m

o
re m

em
b

ers 
w

ant to speak, or w
hen the 

tim
e
 lim

it ru
n

s o
u

t, th
e
 

H
ouse then "resolves itself 

in
to

 a
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
 o

f th
e
 

w
hole H

ouse" to am
end the 

legislation. 
S

peaker C
arl A

lbert gives 
up the chair to som

eone he 
designates "chairm

an of the 
co

m
m

ittee o
f th

e w
h

o
le" 

an
d

 am
en

d
m

en
ts are th

en
 

offered, w
ith each m

em
ber 

having five m
inutes to speak 

for or against. 

If th
is p

ro
ced

u
re is fo

l-
low

ed, the rule could allow
 

4
0
 to

 6
0
 h

o
u
rs o

f d
eb

ate, 
w

ith
 R

o
d
in

o
 an

d
 ran

k
in

g
 

co
m

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
lican

 E
d
-

w
ard H

utchison (M
ich.) con-

trolling the tim
e, then 20 to 

4
0

 h
o

u
rs fo

r co
n

sid
eratio

n
 

of am
endm

ents. 
It h

as n
o

t b
een

 d
ecid

ed
 

w
hether there w

ill be a vote 
o
n
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er 
to im

peach the P
resident be-

fo
re

 se
p

a
ra

te
 v

o
te

s a
re

 
tak

en
 o

n
 articles, o

r; w
h

et-
h
er th

ere w
ill b

e sep
arate 

v
o

tes o
n

 articles first w
ith

 
a final vote on im

peachm
ent 

follow
ing that. 

A
ls

o
 n

o
t d

e
c
id

e
d
 is

 
w

h
eth

er th
e H

o
u

se d
eb

ate 
w

ill b
e telev

ised
. S

p
eak

er 
A

lbert said he has not m
ade 

up his m
ind, and O

'N
eill, up 

to this*- point, has been op-
posed to it 



A
sso

ciated
 P

ress 

A
-  secu

rity
 ag

en
t esco

rts an
 u

n
id

en
tified

 w
o

m
an

 fro
m

 th
e H

o
u

se Ju
d

iciary
 C

o
m

m
ittee h

earin
g

 ro
o

m
 after an

 o
u

tb
u

rst y
esterd

ay
., 


