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By/Jack Anderson 
It looks as if most Republi-

cans on the House Judiciary 
Committee are taking their cues 
from the White House as the im-
peachment drama approaches 
its climax. 

President Nixon, for example, 
has been maneuvering behind 
the scenes for weeks to under-
cut the chief Republican im-
peachment lawyer, Albert Jen-
ner. Now the GOP minority has 
put Jenner's subordinate, Sam 
Garrison, in charge of. the Re-
publican staff: 

House GOP leader John Rho-
des of Arizona, meeting pri-
vately with the Judiciary Com-
mittee faithful early last May, 
told them the President 
"couldn't stand" Jenner. 

According to sources who 
were present, most Republican 
committeemen were willing to 
depose the distinguished Chi-
cago attorney whom they had 
chosen to handle their side of 
the impeachment case. 

Even Jenner's sponsor and 
fellow member of the Chicago 
bar, Rep. Robert McClory (R-
Ill.), assured Rhodes privately 
that he would support a move to 
oust Jenner. 

The backroom strategists 
agreed to wait for the best time 
to act against Jenner. This came 
after he was quoted in a Texas 
paper as calling for impeach-
ment. The Texas clipping was 
posted on the wall of the Repub-
lican cloakroom and McClory 
took the lead in lining up the 
votes to shove Jenner aside. 

In his place stepped the man 
whom the White House prefer-
red all along—the tough, Parti-,- 
san, 32-year-old,  former aide to 
ex-Vice President Agnew, Sam 
Garrison. 

He was hired as a hatchetman 
by the committee's senior Re-
publican and '. dogged Nixon 
supporter, Rep. Edward Hutch-
inson (R-Mich.). Ve reported as 
early as Feb. 26 that Hutchinson 
had instructed Garrison "to re-
act negatively to all Democratic 
proposals and never to initiate 
any action of his own." 

The President's strategy has 
been to obstruct impeachment 
and, after it could no longer be 
delayed, to portray it as a Demo-
cratic vendetta against him. 

Now, with Garrison stepping 
forth and leading the political 
revival, the President's support-
ers are trying to whip up parti-
san feelings and make a vote 
against impeachment a Repub-
lican loyalty test. 

This has dismayed many Re-
publicans who fear the party 
may be destroyed unless it di-
vorces itself from the President. 
They believe it would be disns-
trous for a majority of Republi-
cans to condone his activities,by 
supporting the President. 

We have spoken to agonized 
GOP congressmen who privately 
believe the President should be 
impeached but confess they are 
under tremendous pressure to 
vote against it. Here are the 
points that trouble them: 

• The mountains of incrimi-
nating evidence are absolutely  

staggering in their dimensions. 
Several of the President's top 
aides already have been con-
victed and sentenced for crimi-
nal conduct. Whether or not the 
President participated in these 
crimes; it was his constitutional 
duty to execute the laws faith-
fully. 

• The White . House tran-
scripts reveal a shocking failure 
on the President's part to ex-
press moral indignation over 
Watergate. The conversations 
inside the Oval Office were sor-
did and ugly. 

• Out a the President's own 
mouth came incriminating 
statements that simply won't go 
away: "I don't give a shit what 
happens," he told top aides on 
March 22,1973. "I want you all to 
stonewall it, let them plead the 
Fifth Amendment, cover up or 
anything else if it'll save it—
save the plan. That's the whole 
point . . . . We're going to prO-
tect our people, if we can." Not 
only did the President thus call 
for a cover-up, but his aides car-
ried out his instructions. Some 
of them are now.  going to jail for 
it. , 

• A day earlier, the President 
spoke of Watergate conspirator 
E. Howard Hunt's blackmail de-
mand for $120,000. "You've got 
no choice with Hunt but the 
hundred and twenty or what-
ever it is. Right?" demanded the 
President. Coqnsel John W. 
Dean III agreed: "That's right" 
Then the President asked again: 
"Would you, agree that that's a 
buy time thing, you better damn  

well get that done, but fast?" 
Again Dean agreed: "Well for 
Christ's sakes," said the Presi-
dent, "get' it . . ." Subse-
quently, his aides paid hush 
'money to Hunt. 

• ManyRepublicans are 
deeply troubled over the Presi-
dent's use of government agen-
cies, including the Internal Rev-
enu‘ Service, to harass his crit-
ics. 

• What concerns some Repub-
licans more than anything else 
is the President's refusal to re-
spond to House impeachment 
subpoenas. The Constitution 
gives Congress the sole power to 
impeach the President. This im-
plied access to the evidence. 
But Mr. Nixon is claiming, in ef-
fect, that he has the right to de-
cide what evidence against him-
self that Congress will be per-
mitted to consider. If this prin-
ciple should\ be applied to all 
defendants, there would be pre-
cious few convictions. 

Most of the Republicans we 
interviewed agreed, not for at-
tribution, that the case for 'im-
peachment is overwhelming. 
Certainly, enough evidence has 
been developed to warrant a 
Senate trial to determine the 
President's guilt or innocence. 

Footnote: Rhodes, through a 
spokesman; denied having men-
tioned Mr. Nixon's animosity to-
ward Jenner. The House Repub-
lican leader suggested that 
back in May Mr. Nixon may not 
even have known who Jenner 
was. 


