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Im
peachm

ent and D
isillusionm

ent 
-T

w
o bum

per stickers say •a lot about 
-,feeding around the country on the long 
d

raw
n

 ro
u

t p
ro

cess o
f im

p
each

m
en

t.
•

"Im
p

eatt S
o

m
eb

o
d

y
 • D

am
n

 S
o

o
n

." 
"Im

peach E
verybody." 

W
h
a
te

v
e
r th

e
 p

ro
fo

u
n
d
 c

o
n
se

-
quences 'of the decision handed dow

n 
by the. S

uprem
e C

m
irt and the P

resi-
d
en

t's resp
o
n
se, fo

r m
o
st A

m
erican

s 
one question is likely to be param

ount: 
W

ill, this further delay the business of 
im

p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t' a

n
d
 p

ro
lo

n
g
 th

e
 

,uncertainty? 
T

he recent poll show
ing that 54 per 

cent of the resP
ondents, thought they 

W
ere getting too m

uch, W
atergate and 

im
p
each

m
en

t,  
as a su

p
erflu

ity
. It h

as 
been obvious for som

e tim
e that the in-

tricacies o
f th

e N
ix

o
n
 scan

d
als, th

e 
colum

ns and -colum
ns of transcripts, 

testim
ony and leaked reports w

ere be-
y
o
n
d
 th

e av
erag

e citizen
. T

h
ey

 w
ere 

- sim
ply turned off. 

„lik
en

 id
eal so

ciety
, th

is sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

so. A
n 'Issue of such grave m

eaning 
fo

r th
e fu

tu
re o

f th
e n

atio
n
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

the subject of debate in every m
arket-

place, w
ith• no falling off in the popu-

lar interest. B
ut—

w
hether because of 

the m
o
u
n
tain

 o
f 'm

aterial b
ro

u
g
h
t to

 
lig

h
t, or the prolongation of the ordeal 

or both—
,that is not so. 

T
h
e sh

arp
 d

eclin
e o

f co
n
cern

 o
v
er 

w
atetgate and im

peachm
ent is part of 

general disillusionm
ent w

ith the po-
litical' process and politicians of w

hit-
ever party. T

his is reflected in a varie-
ty of w

ays as anyone traveling through 
the :country quickly learns. 

V
o
ter tu

rn
o
u
t in

 'p
rim

ary
 electio

n
s 

approaches nearly record low
s. W

hile 
th

e th
em

e o
f "tu

rn
 th

e rascals o
u
t" 

p
ro

m
ises to

 d
o
m

in
ate th

is fall, it is a 
fairly safe prediction that the propor-
tio

n
 o

f reg
istered

 v
o

ters going to
 th

e 
p
o
lls w

ill b
e lo

w
. T

h
e d

isillu
sio

n
 is 

w
ith the system

 of .representative gov-
ern

m
en

t an
d

 th
at is th

e g
rav

est co
m

-
m

en
t o

n
 th

is m
o

m
en

t o
f d

o
u

b
t an

d
 

uncertainty; the underlying belief that 
electio

n
s can

 d
o
 little o

r n
o
th

in
g
 to

 
change the harsh conditions of life in 
an

 era o
f in

flatio
n
. 	

' 
•
 

C
om

m
enting on his unsuccessful run 

in the C
alifornia D

em
ocratic prim

ary 
for governor, W

rilliam
 M

atson R
ath, a 

businessm
an and a good governm

ent 
candidate, said in his valedictory after 
the election that, w

hile W
atergate w

as 
th

e g
reat ex

cu
se fo

r th
e u

n
co

n
cern

 
w

ith politics and the diS
trust of politi-

cians, it w
as not reason enough. , 

'.) 

"T
here has been  a failure of reader-

sh
ip

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 in
 polities, but in gov-

ernm
ent, 

ernm
ent, business, education, the press 

an
d
 th

e ch
u
rch

es . . . W
e h

av
e b

e-
co

m
e a self-in

d
u

lg
en

t p
eo

p
le, led

 b
y

 
self-indulgent leaders. T

he %
Ideal of citi-

zen participation has shriveled under 
th

e im
p

act o
f in

eq
u

itab
le so

cial an
d

 
eco

n
o
m

ic co
n
d
itio

n
s, laV

-d
o
in

g
s in

 
high places, bom

bardm
ent by com

m
er-

cial television and m
ass urban expan-

sion:" 
T

his cannot be dism
issed as m

erely 
th

e fru
stratio

n
 o

f o
n
e w

h
o
 ran

 fo
u
rth

 
after m

oving ceaselessly up and dow
n 

the state and spending $1.3 m
illion, a 

large share of it his ow
n and his fam

i-
ly's m

oney. It is the thoughtful reflec-
tion of a cultivated m

an w
ho plunged 

into the arena of elective politics out 
of 4 sense of public obligation. 

E
specially w

ith a generation brought 
u
p
 o

n
 telev

isio
n
 n

am
e id

en
tity

 is a  

g
reat h

u
rd

le. T
h
e w

in
n
er in

 th
e C

ali-
fo

rn
ia D

em
o
cratic p

rim
ary

 w
as E

d
-

m
und G

. B
row

n Jr., w
hose father had 

b
een

 g
o

v
ern

o
r o

f th
e state fo

r tw
o

 
years. M

any voters could identify 'only 
B

row
n, w

ho w
on, w

ith 20 per cent of 
the electorate. 

T
h
e
 u

n
a
n
im

ity
 o

f th
e
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 

C
o

u
rt w

as a fo
rtu

n
ate o

u
tco

m
e. T

h
e 

th
ree ju

stices ap
p
o
in

ted
 b

y
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o
n
 v

o
ted

 w
ith

 th
e fiv

e w
h
o
 h

ad
 

served 'on the behch prior to the N
ixon 

presidency. Justice W
illiam

 H
. R

ehn-
' quist, the,  fourth N

ixon appointee, had 
diS

qualified him
self because of his role 

in
 th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f Ju

stice p
rio

r to
 

serving en the. C
ourt. A

 divided C
ourt 

w
ould have added to the confusion and 

disillusion grow
ing out of the ordeal of 

the N
ixon scandals. 

C
hairm

an P
eter R

odino of the H
ouse 

Ju
d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee is d

eterm
in

ed
 

that the S
uprem

e C
ourt ruling requir-

ing the P
reS

ident to produce the tapes 
shall not be used as ail excuse to delay 
the w

ork of the com
m

ittee now
 in its 

fin
al p

h
ase. D

elay
 tak

in
g

 th
e trial o

f 
the P

resident 'in the S
enate, follow

ing 
a vote of im

peachm
ent in the H

ouse, 
beyond the N

ovem
ber election could 

be a last m
inute tactic of desperation 

by the W
hite H

ouse. D
M

 hard N
ixon-

ites ,on the com
m

ittee m
ight be tem

pt-
ed

 to
 try

 th
at tactic. B

u
t w

ith
 a so

lid
 

M
ajo

rity
, in

clu
d
in

g
 m

an
y
 o

f th
e R

e-
p

u
b

lican
s, b

eh
in

d
 h

im
 . R

o
d

in
o

 can
 

fru
strate su

ch
 an

 attem
p
t. 
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"T
he sharp decline of concern over W

ater-
gate and im

peachm
ent is part, of a general 

disillusionm
ent w

ith the political process 
and politiciqns of w

hatever party." 


