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4 Methods of
Cover-up Eyed

By Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein
‘Washington Post Stafl Writers (

I’r051dent Nixon discussed
four separate ways to cover-
up  White 'House
ment in the Watergate dur-
inga crucial March 22, 1973
meeting with top aides, an
examination of the tran-
script shows. &

It was during this meeting
that. thg President told for-
mer,:Attorney General John

~N. Mitchell:

“Ie..don’t

give a s

what happens. I want you -

all to stonewall it, let them
plead_the Fifth Amendment,
coverup or anythmg else, if

it'll save the plan. That'’s the}

whole point.”
" During Wednesdays

involve-.

im-

- peachment debate .by the.

House Judiciary Committee,
defenders‘of the President,
including Rep. Charles W.
Sandman (R-N.J.), have cited
the /President’s next state-
‘ment ‘as evidence that the

President was only consider--

ing -~ options.. Mr. Nixon
continued;

“On-the other hand, uh,
uh, I would prefer, as I said
to you, that you do it the
other way.”

During the two-hour meet-

ing, which covers 40 pages "

in the House Judiciary Com-
mittee transcript, neither
the President nor his aides
. considered " making . a' full
disclosure of Watergate
facts. Instead, according
to the transcript, the Presi-
dent and his aides discussed
three additional ways to ot-
ganize concealment of the

facts. They were;
® ‘Making what the Presi-

dent described -as a “deal”-

with Sen. Howard Baker (R-
Tenn.), then the newly ap-
pointed vice chairman of'the
Senate - Watergate commit-
tee, who could limit disclo-
sure.

v A Imuted waiver of ex-
ocutxve pr1v11ege for a few
aides who' would test;fy in
closeds door sessions. In the
President’s own words’ ‘this
1xm1ted waiver . would keep‘
convicted Watergate con-

_spirators E. Howard Hunt
Jr. and: G. Gordon Liddy
from. testifying. The Presi-
dent said.that “we are not in

_a position to have uh, to,
"uh, to cross the brldge in
terms of saying that Hunt
and ledy w111 go down and
testify .

° .Have presidential coun-
sel John W. Dean IIT draft a

st o~ e o

repoxt that would show that
nobody in the White House
was involved. This “Dean re-

port” would- then be sent to

the Watergate committeee.

The President dlSCU.SS(:‘d»j
this .option the day after :

Dean informed him. of ex-
tensive White House in-
volvement in the Watel gate

cover-up.
Presidential advxser John
~:D. 'Ehrlichman, who was

also present at the meeting,
described the -benefits of a
“Dean report.”

“And I am looking to the
future,” Ehrlichman $aid,
“assuming that some correr
of this thing ccmes unstuck
‘at some time, youwre then in
a position to say, ‘Look, that
dodument I published is the
document I relied on, thai’s
the report I relied on.’ 7

\

.+ White House chief of staff ’
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman., who |

“zlso attended the meeting,

said ‘that /these alternatives
—which were not necessar-
ily separate and could all be
part of the overall stratecy
—were a “limited hang-out.”
Dean agreed . with - the

term, but Ehrlichman called .
it “a modified limited hang- °

out.”

In discussing a
Dean report, the President
said to his counsel: “All of
your analysis, and' so forth,

.you, you’re, you have found

and very calefully put down
that this individual, that in-
dividual,  that individual,
were.not involved. We're go-
ing (unintelligible) to have
to pfesume that. Rather
than going into every leaked
story and other charge, et
cetera, et cetera, et cetera,
and knock this, this, this,

' this, this, this down 7

The day before, Dean had
informed the Pres1dent that
Haldeman, Ehrlichman,
Mitchell and Dean 'could all
be indicted.

‘In the March 22 meeting,

possible

after the President said he ;

would pleter the “other
‘way ” He said, “up to this
point, the whole theory has
been containment, as you
know, John (Mltchell) ”

“Yeah‘ % Mitchell Te-
sponded.
“And now, . now we're

shifting,” the President said.

“As far as I'm concerned, ac- °

tually from
standpomt
makmg a personal sacrifice
it’s unfair—Haldeman ‘and
Dean. That's what (Presi-

a

personal :
if youw weren’t

|

dent) Eisenhower — that’s |
all. he cared about. He
only cared about—Christ,

‘Be sure he was clean.’ Both
1nrthe fund thing and the
(Sherman) Adams thing. But
I don’t look at it that way.
And I just—that’s the thing
I am really concerned with.

- We're going to protect our

people, if we can.”



