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Byrd: Court 
Rules don't 
Bind Senate 

United Press International,  The, Senate• will mak 
own rules of evidence 
sits in trial of Presi 

houn' ' by strict court st 
Nixon .,  and; need not 

ards; men. Robert. C. 14 d 
(D-W.ya.) said yesterday. 

Byrd;  the Senate Demo 
ieratio,rwhip wholhas become 
one of the chamber's lead-
ing experts on impeachment 

.trials, was asked about, a 
televised,  statement by Rep. 
Charles E. Wiggins (R-Calif.) 
that "you can put all of the 
admissible evidence [froin 
the 38 books of House Ju-
d1 ry Committee material] 
in half of one book." 

.,-„Iy.iggins; one of Mr. Nix- 
o "''strongest supporters on 

impeaehment inquiry 
p 'el, said most of the, tran-
s pts and documents: com-
piled by the committee "is 
just material. It is not evi-
dence and it may never sur-
face in the Senate because 
it is not admissible 'evi-
dence." 

,‘-;q don't know what he is 
talking about," Byrd re-
marked. "I see no problem, 
in: the Senate, getting all the 

nee needed., Impeach-
t should not- be. confus- 

e with a ,eQur4 
d said the Senate, sit-

u n an iMpeachmenttrial 
wk' the. -chief justice ,,,Pre-
sidingois not bound by the 
strict rules, of evidence 
which apply to cOurts. f  

"I wouX assume the 
House managers would want 
to resent most of the 01- 

e the House has,' he 
said. "The' Senate itself de-
cides What evidence is rele-
vant." 

",In the ,first instance the 
chief ;justice makes a ruling 

• But the' Senate can support 
it or not as it sees fit. The 
senate can Compel the at-
tendance' of witnessei. 
can compel the production 

I of state rents;" Byrd,  said. 


