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-Aide Depicts Nixon

As Attentive to Details /

i

A By SEYMOUR M. HERSH

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 24—
President Nixon was depicted
by a former aide in testimony
released today as being almost
obsessive about trivial adminis-
trative matters and ‘very, very
much in charge” of what went
on in the White House.

Alexander P. Butterfield, who
served for more than four years
as deputy assistant to Mr.
Nixon, told the House Judiciary
Committee three weeks ago
that the President’s far-reaching
concern extended to such minor
issues as whether the secret
servicemen would salute during
the playing of the National

one,” Mr. Butterfield insisted
as Mr. St. Clair questioned him
sharply, “and 1 was close
enough to have a judgment on
that matter.”

As deputy assistant to Mr.
Nixon, Mr. Butterfield ex-
plained, his function was to
serve as an immediate back-up
from Mr. Haldeman as chief of
staff. He testified that often,
when Mr. Haldeman was away,
he would coordinate the run-
ning of the White House.

Re-election Role Ci*n¢
Mr. -Butterfield fir-the- tosti-
fied, as have athes irpnang

Anthem during official cere-
monies and whether salad
would be served at state din-
ners.

Most of the President’s con-
cerns,. Mr. Butterfield testified,
were relayed to the White
House personnel by H. :
Haldeman, the former chief of
staff who has been directly
linked in previous-testimony to
the Watergate cover-up.

) ‘The Alter Ego’

“Haldeman was 'the alter
€go,” Mr. Butterfield testified.
“Haldeman was almost the
other President. I can’t empha-
size that enough.”

Asked whether he knew of
any occasion when Mr. Halde-
man withheld information from
the President, Mr. Butterfield
responded, “No sir, none.”

“I did not know Mr, Halde-
man to be a decision maker,”
Mr. Butterfield added a mo-
ment later. “He was entirely,
in my view, an implementer. I
can hardly recall the decisions,
any decisions that he made, un-
less that it was that the White
House staff mess personnel
would wear jackets or some-
thing along that line. - B

“He implemented the Presi-
dent’s decisions. The President
was the decision maker. The

President was 100 per cent ir)|

charge.”

Mr. Butterfield, who is now
head of the Federal Aviation
Administration, specifically
took issue later in his day-long
testimony with what he said
was the impression stemming
from the edited White House
transcripts that Mr. Nixon was
not in charge.

“That is erroneous,” the for-
mer Nixon aide said. “He was
very, very much in charge and
everyone in that office was
aware of it and you. do not get
that impression from those
transcripts.”

Denials by Nixon

The thrust of Mr. Butter-
{field’s testimony was depicted
by many committee members
{to be damaging to Mr. Nixon’s
/denials that he was unaware
|of the high-level White House
|planning beliind the decision to
|coverup the Watergate break-in.
" Under cross examination
’rfrom James D. St. Clair, Mr.
INixon’s Watergate attorney,
Mr.  Butterfield acknowledged
that he was rarely directly in-
volved in Mr. Haldeman’s con-
versations with the President
and thus was making “a judg-
ment” about Mr. Haldeman’s
role in keeping .the President
fully informed.

“But my judgment is a good

that President M*-~
in control of th~ "7 Teeey
can re-electio» =y
Nixon has said *~ = ovgn e
the press of foreig =~ ""~ire,
took no direct role "~ his re-
election campaign ‘o vears
ago. epeatedly Mr, Nixon has
declared that the June, 1972,
Watergate break-in would not
have taken place if he had been
more involved in his re-election
icampaign.
f “He made the hig decisions,
of course,” Mr. Butterfield testi-
fied about the campaign. “Any-
thing having to do with strategy
would emanate from the Presi-
dent and be carried to the com-
mittee via Haldeman and Gor-
don Strachan.” Mr. Haldeman
and Gordon C. Strachan, a
former Haldeman aide, have
been indicted in the Watergate
cover-up and face trial in Sep-
tember. } :
Much of Mr. Butterfield’s tes-
timony was taken up with a
description of the personnel and
practices of the Nixon White
House, with its emphasis on
management and paper flow. He
said that only a few White
House aides had direct access
to Mr. Nixon, and that others
routed their requests,through

Mr. Butterfield estimated that
Mr. Haldeman saw the Presi-
dent at least seven times as
much as other aides, including
his former national security ad-
viser, Henry A. Kissinger, and
John D. Ehrlichman. Mr. Ehr-
lichman, a former key domestic
aide to the President, also was
indicted in the Watergate cover-
u

p.
Mr. Butterfield, who told the
Senate Watergate Committee

ously secret White House tap-
ing system, testified at length
about Mr, Nixon as “a detail
man.” , -

Before giving an extensive
list of examples of the Presi-
dent’s concerns, the former
aide told the committee mem-
bers that “I hope you under-
stand I don’t say them at all in
a derogatory manner; in fact,
quite the contrary,”

He then proceeded to de-
scribe Mr. Nixon as being in-
volved in such mundane mat-
ters as how fast state dinners
could be served, whether the
tables should be round .or U-
shaped, whether . curtains
should be opened or closed,
whether receiving lines should
be held before or after the
entertainment..

“He was very interested in
whether or not salad should
be served,” Mr. Butterfield tes-

tified, “and decided that at .
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Mr. Haldeman’s office or aides. X5

last summer about the previ-

small dinners of eight or less, - :
the salad course should not be |

served.”
He reviewed guest lists, paid

close attention to the press :

coverage of social events and,
Mr. Butterfield said, expressed
interest in whether ceremonies
“should be public on the south
grounds or whether we should
have only administrative per-
sonnel; the details of the drive

up the walkway, whether the

jmilitary would be to the left
for right, which uniforms would
be worn by the White House
police, whether or not the Se-
cret Service would salute dur-
ing the Star-Spangled Banner
and sing, where the photogra-
pher would be, and such things
as that.”

There were other interests
cited by Mr. Butterfield:

9“He spent a lot of time on
gifts — gifts for Congressional
leaders, gifts for people who
came into the Oval Office. He
actually looked at inventories
of cuff links and ash trays and
copies of ‘Six Crises’ [a political
biography Mr. Nixon wrote] and
such things as that.”

9“He was interested in wines. Y

Heiwanted me to find out the
best Bourdeaux-type California
wines, the best German wines,
the best vintages.”

9“He was interested in the

plants in the south grounds and
whether or not we should re-
tain the tennis court or move.

Mermolran@ums went on about - .
the tennis court for over a -

year’s time.”

9“He even did a memoran-
dum’ in Yugoslavia: and Bel-
grade [after] having been im-

pressed by the fine restrooms o Bt

along the way there, and hav-
ing the feeling that back here
on the mall we had some rather
shabby wooden restrooms.”

| 9“He was interested in
jwhether or not we should have
a P.O.W. [prisoner of war] wife
‘or another to be the reception-
ist in the west lobby. He de-

bated this point a number of ‘

times and issued instructions
wtih regard to who the recep-

tionist would be and how she °

would operate.”

All of these thoughts, "Mr.
Butterfield testified, were cap-
tured in White House memo-
randums because the President
“seemed to me to be preoc-
cupied with his place in history,
with his Presidency as history
would see it.”

—



