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Will Not Say Whether Nixon, -

Would Obey Tapes Ruling
—Meets With President

By PHILIP SHABECOFF
Specidl to The New York Times

*LAGUNA BEACH, Calif., July
22—James D. St. Clair,l who
met with President Nixon in|
private today, - refused under
repeated questioning tonight to
say whether the Presidentf
would obey a Supreme Court
order to turn subpoenaed evi-,
dence over to the special Water-
gate prosecutor.

Mr. St. Clair, the President’s
chief defense attorney, reite-
rated that it would not be
proper to put pressure on the
Supreme  Court ' before it
reached its decision.

At a news conference this
evening, Mr. St. Clair said that
the House of Representatives
should not put the “burden”
of an impeachment trial upon
the American people unless
“the evidence is clear.” |

He repeated the argument in
the brief he sent to the House|
Judiciary Committee last week,
that the evidence . before the!
committee did not sustain the!
charges against the Presidenti
recommended by the commit-
tee’s chief counsel, John M.]
Doar. ‘ i ;
Mr. St. Clair also made. the
following points:

QHe said he had written to
Mr. Doar asking that he be,
allowed to present the Piresi-j
dent’s casein the public hear-|
ings to be conducted by the
Committee later this week.

GHe disagreed with the new
minority counsel of the com-
mittee, Samuel A. Garrison 3d,|
who is recommending that, even
if thesevidence -suggested com-
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and by restricting the supply
of money.
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The .President met privately
with Mr. St. Clair for two
hours this morning in the study
of Mr. Nixon’s private home in
San Clemente,

The White House also an-
nounced today that Mr. Nixon
would make a “major address”
on the economy Thursday in|
Los Angeles, !

Gerald L. Warren, the deputy
White 'House press secretary,
said at a news briefing today
that the address would deal
chiefly with “the fight against
inflation.” He reiterated that
the President regarded inflation
as the nation’s No, 1 problem. |

New Policies Doubted !

The President wil] speak at
4:30 P.M. Pacific daylight time
(7:30 P.M. Eastern daylight
time) at the Century Plaza
Hotel at a meeting sponsored
by a group of California Cham-|
bers of Commerce and merch-
ants’ and manufacturers’ asso-
ciations.

Recent statements by the
President’s .economic advisers
have seemed to indicate that
the President would announce
no sweeping new policies. Ac-
cording to these statements,
Mr. Nixon is determined to
continue to try to contro| in-
flation by reducing Federal
spending as much ag possible|
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