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iaig's R
ole in the W

iretapping 
T

h
e
 la

te
st b

u
n
c
h
 o

f m
a
te

ria
l o

n
 

w
iretap

p
in

g
 p

o
in

ts th
e g

u
ilty

 fin
g
er 

at a figure w
ho has up to now

 seem
ed 

peripheral. H
e is G

en. A
lexander H

aig, 
H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er's fo

rm
er d

ep
u
ty

 at 
the N

ational S
ecurity C

ouncil and now
 

c
h
ie

f o
f sta

ff a
t th

e
 N

ix
o
n
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse. 
G

en. H
aig's nam

e turns up over and 
o
v
er ag

ain
 w

h
en

 th
e d

irtiest w
o
rk

 is 
afoot. A

nybody w
ho w

ants to sort out 
D

r. K
issin

g
er's ro

le in
 th

e w
iretap

s 
w

ill also
 h

av
e to

 m
ak

e an
 assessm

en
t 

o
f w

h
at G

en
. H

aig
 d

id
. 

T
h
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t case in
 p

o
in

t 
in

v
o
lv

es W
illiam

 S
afire, th

e fo
rm

er 
W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 sta
ff m

a
n
 w

h
o
 n

o
w

 
w

rites co
lu

m
n
s fo

r T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es. M

r. S
afire w

as a speechw
riter 

fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t w

ith
 sp

ecial resp
o
n
-

sibilities in the econom
ic field. 

D
uring the early part of his w

ork at 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, at least, h

e h
ad

 n
o
 

national security responsibilities. T
here 

w
as n

o
 n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 reaso

n
 fo

r 
h
im

 to
 b

e
 th

e
 o

b
je

c
t o

f a
 w

ire
ta

p
. 

W
h
ile th

o
se facts m

ay
 n

o
t h

av
e b

een
 

know
n to everybody in the adm

inistra-
tio

n
, th

ey
 w

ere k
n
o
w

n
—

v
ery

 m
u
ch

 
know

n—
to D

r. K
issinger and the staff 

at the N
ational S

ecurity C
ouncil. 

B
ut the records now

 ieleased as part 
o
f th

e H
o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee's 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f im
p
each

m
en

t sh
o
w

 
th

at th
e tap

 o
n
 M

r. S
afire w

as in
sti-

tu
ted

 b
y
 G

en
. H

aig
. T

h
e req

u
est fo

r 
w

iretap
 au

th
o
rity

 o
n
 M

r. S
afire w

as 
forw

arded from
 the late F

B
I D

irector, 
J. E

dgar H
oover, to A

ttorney G
eneral 

Jo
h
n
 M

itch
ell o

n
 A

u
g
. 4

, 1
9
6
9
. It al-

lu
d
ed

 to
 p

rev
io

u
s w

iretap
 req

u
ests  

m
ad

e o
n
 b

eh
alf o

f D
r. K

issin
g
er b

y
 

H
aig. 
It said that "H

aig has now
 presented 

an additional request." T
he additional 

req
u
est w

as fo
r M

r. S
afire, an

d
 th

e 
reason given w

as that S
afire had been 

in contact w
ith another person w

hom
 

th
e F

B
I w

as w
iretap

p
in

g
. T

h
at o

th
er 

person w
as the B

ritish correspondent, 
H

enry B
randon. 

T
h
e Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee staff, 

though fairly circum
spect in accepting 

F
B

I d
o

cu
m

en
ts at face v

alu
e, ap

p
ar-

ently had no doubt about H
aig's role. 

T
h
e staff rep

o
rt say

s th
at th

e w
iretap

 
o
n
 S

afire w
as "req

u
ested

 o
rally

 b
y
 

H
aig

." T
h
at K

issin
g
er d

id
 n

o
t p

lay
 a 

ro
le in

 req
u
estin

g
 th

at tap
 is fu

rth
er 

suggested by the fact that on the date 
o
f th

e tap
 h

e w
as w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

in R
um

ania. 
T

h
e fru

its o
f th

e S
afire tap

 w
ere, 

acco
rd

in
g
 to

 F
B

I su
m

m
aries, sen

t to
 

D
r. K

issinger on Jan. 15, 1970. B
ut in 

h
is testim

o
n
y
 to

 th
e S

en
ate F

o
reig

n
 

R
elations C

om
m

ittee on his nom
ina-

tio
n
 as S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate, D

r. K
is-

singer w
as asked by S

en. C
lifford C

ase 
(R

-N
.J.) w

hether he had ever received 
"in

fo
rm

atio
n
 as a resu

lt o
f th

e tap
s 

o
n
" S

afire. "N
o
," h

e rep
lied

, ad
d
in

g
 

th
at h

e w
as su

rp
rised

 w
h
en

 th
e N

ew
 

Y
ork T

im
es called him

 on the subject. 
S

o
 w

h
o
 d

id
 read

 th
e m

aterial fo
r-

w
ard

ed
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I to
 K

issin
g
er's o

f-
fice? W

ell, th
e o

b
v
io

u
s p

o
ssib

ility
 is 

th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 th

e b
u
reau

 say
s in

sti-
tu

ted
 th

e tap
 in

 th
e first p

lace, G
en

. 
H

aig. 
T

h
at p

o
ssib

ility
 seem

s p
articu

larly
 

strong because of H
aig's role in som

e 

o
th

er m
atters to

u
ch

in
g
 th

e tap
p
in

g
. 

H
aig appears from

 F
B

I records to be 
the chief operational m

an in w
orking 

out the arrangem
ents for the taps. T

he 
Judiciary C

om
m

ittee report, for exam
-

, p
le, say

s th
at o

f th
e "fo

u
r n

ew
sm

en
 

w
ho w

ere tapped, three w
ere ordered 

by G
en. H

aig." 
T

h
e F

B
I rep

o
rt su

g
g
ests th

at H
aig

  

w
as aw

are that the tapping w
as highly 

u
n
u
su

al, an
d
 th

at h
e h

ad
 a ro

le in
 

m
ak

in
g
 arran

g
em

en
ts so

 th
at th

e 
reco

rd
s n

o
rm

ally
 u

sed
 fo

r n
atio

n
al 

secu
rity

 tap
s w

ere n
o
t k

ep
t in

 th
e 

case o
f th

o
se o

rd
ered

 b
y
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 

W
hite H

ouse. In the F
B

I records, H
aig 

is repeatedly quoted as saying of each 
su

ccessiv
e tap

 h
e req

u
ested

 th
at "b

e-
cause of its sensitive nature, it should 
b
e h

an
d
led

 o
n
 a n

eed
-to

-k
n
o
w

 b
asis, 

w
ith no record m

aintained." 
M

aybe G
en. H

aig has m
erely been 

cau
g
h
t u

p
 in

 th
e b

u
reau

cratic lin
g
o
 

em
p
lo

y
ed

 b
y
 th

e F
B

I. B
u
t an

 aw
fu

l 
lo

t o
f o

th
er d

irty
 stu

ff is co
n

n
ected

 
w

ith
 th

e H
aig

 n
am

e. H
e ap

p
aren

tly
 

h
ad

 a m
ajo

r ro
le in

 th
e firin

g
 o

f fo
r-

m
er S

pecial P
rosecutor A

rchibald C
ox. 

H
e fig

u
res d

eep
ly

 in
 th

e "p
lu

m
b
ers" 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 "sp

y
 

ring," w
here D

r. K
issinger's credibility 

is also in doubt. 
A

 S
enate A

rm
ed S

ervices C
om

m
ittee 

investigation of the "plum
bers" show

ed 
that H

aig knew
 D

avid Y
oung, a form

er 
K

issinger staff m
em

ber, w
as investi-

g
atin

g
 th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 "sp

y
 rin

g
." K

is-
sin

g
er can

 o
n
ly

 b
e rig

h
t in

 claim
in

g
 

that he did not know
 w

hat Y
oung w

as 
doing on the hypothesis that H

aig had-
k
ep

t h
im

 in
 th

e d
ark

. 
S

o if the F
oreign R

elations C
om

m
it-

tee truly w
ants to get to the bottom

 of 
th

e w
iretap

p
in

g
 b

u
sin

ess, it w
ill n

o
t 

stop w
ith a review

 of D
r. K

issinger's 
role. It w

ill question G
en. H

aig—
and 

not so gently either. 
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