SFChronicle
®

~JUL 23 1974

‘Reinecke on Stand

--1 Cgunt

By Joseph Albright -
Chronicle Correspondent . .
Washington :

California Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Ed Reinecke took the
stand in his own defense
here - yesterday - after the
judge dismissed one of the
two . counts of perjury
against him. - = . .

Reinecke told an attentive
U.S. District Court jury that
his father had taught him
never to lie, and thathe fol-
lowed that precept in his tes-
timony before the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee hearings
on the nomination of Rich-
ard G. Kleindienst as U.S.
attorney general 'in the
spring of 1972.

At the culmination of Re-
inecke’s three hours in the
witness box, his defense at-
torney, James E.. Cox,
asked: 5
. “Did you lie to Senator
Fong?”

Calm but emphatic, Re-

inecke replied: ““Absolutely

not.”

Earlier, U.S. Distriect
Judge Barrington D. Parker
dismissed a charge that ac-
cused Reinecke with answer-
ing falsely to a question
posed by Senator Edward
M. Kennédy (Dem-Mass.)

during the nomination hear- -

ings.

Defense attorney Cox had
esked that the charge be

dropped because the- ques-.

tion Reinecke - had heen
asked was “vague and un-
certain and called for an im-
pression.”

In dismissing the perjury
count, Parker agreed that
Reinecke’s response was
based on a question which
was ‘‘too nebulous™ in its

“wording. | :

A third count of the origi-
nal indictment had been
dropped at the request of the
special prosecutor’s office.

Testifying in his own be-

half yesterday, on the sev-
enth day of the trial, Rei-
necke described the scene
at the Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing room in
April, 1972, as ‘“‘completely
bedlam.”

He. said that during the
hearing he was bothered by
asthma, tired from a ‘‘red-
eye special” flight from San
Francisco, distracted by
noises, and worried about
reporters trying to overhear
his whispered comments to
an aide.

The thrust of Reinecke’s
testimony was that in those
confused circumstances he
misunderstood a question
from Senator Hiram Fong
(Rep-Hawaii) about “discus-
sions” with then Attorney
General John Mitchell in

-1971 about the financing of

tlve Republican National
Convention. .

Reinecke’s contention - is
that he thought the question
referred to what he- told
Mitchell in face-to-face
“meetings” rather than in

" telephone calls.

Reinecke told the jury that
prior to thé Fong questions,

he had been subjected to a ,

day of “extremely repeti-
tious™ questions from other
senators about his 1971
meetings. with Mitehell.

“Meetings, meetings,
meetings- all day long—there
were 307 references in (my\
testimony to meetings,”
Reinecke said. :

The issue during the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
hearings was  whether
Mitchell had known of a
$400,000 pledge by the Shera-
ton Hotels subsidiary of the
International Telephone and
Telegraph Corp. to help un-
derwrite a Republican con-
vention in San Diego prior to
the Nixon Administration’s
decision in July, 1971, to set-
tle an ITT antitrust case.

The charge against Rein-
ecke is that he ‘‘deliber-
ately lied” when he told
Fong that the first time he
discussed the convention
Mitchell was after the settle-
ment of the antitrust case,

On the witness stand yes-
terday, Reinecke readily
conceded he told Mitchell
about the pledge during a tel-
ephone conversation two
menths before the antitrust
settlement.

Seeking to convince the ju-

"rors that Reinecke was not

the sort of person who would
lie deliberately, defense law-
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Lt. Gov. Ed Reinecke was met by his wife after he'd
testified at his Washington trizl

yer James Cox led the de-
fendant through a lengthy
account of his career, stress-
ing the years before he got
into pelitics.

The jury heard that Rein-
ecke grew up in a “very
strict” family, in which his

father, Fred, taught him not
to lie. The lieutenant gover-
nor said he worked as a
naw-hov, construction help-
er, steamfitter’s helper,
-.=Vy ladio technician, and
salesman in his father's
lawn sprinkler business.




